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11 June, 1968
A, F. ¥, Spring 1968 Des Moines

April wes warm and lMay cool., TLast half of April was rather wet.
June Nas Deen excessively warm, and no rein until the downpour on
the 10th which brought cooler weather.
The duck migration was generally good; Redhead, most in years,
many Ring-necked and some Canvasbacks which were practically zbsent
last year. Bufileheads were ususually numerous for that sp. A Cinnemon _
Teal just outside Des Moines on 21 Epril,
No reports of hawk migrations and Red-shouldered still missing.
Shorebirds found in few places due to lack of suitable areas. Coots
found in large flocks and stayed longer than usual. Willets seen on
several occasions. Jowitchers - as many as 28 in a flock, seen a few
times. Fudsonian Godwits were more than usual with several reports.,
Phalaropes &lso more than usual with 15-20 Northerns in one flock with
Wilson's.
Cuckoos were almost non-existent until several seenand heard on 9 June.
fmpidonag were numerous, but Crested were late and few.
Almost no Blue Jays seen until 1 May.
Swainson's Thrushes were very late, but unusually numerous and stayed
much later than usual. Not many Gray-cheeked or Herrit and few, if any, Veery.
Vireos were thought down.
About the only warbler wave was on 18-19 May when visibility was poor.
Robolinks seem up. Grackles continue to increase.
1 Summer Tsnager is the ornly report.
Dickcissels seemed late, but probably in usuzl numbers now.

Towhees contirue very scarce.



FIELD REFORTS.
fiarch and Apr:l were werm with May cooler than normsl. Precipitation
was sub-normael with no flooding end a lack of mudfliats for waders. Oaks
leafed out early, with elms later and the warblers seemingly waited for
the latter. Unusuelly windy weather prevailed, with some severe wind-
erd hallstorms. Some of the comments: "No really noticeable waves, best, /[ 4/
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days were 7, L5, 22, snd ZSAMaﬁk“GD. %$>' "No large variety, no real big e.
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waves." (PL). "Generally poor weather resronsible for a low count.! (RM).

"Dry weather may have had an effect."™ (D3). Still, on a chilly and overcast

9 May, Fred Kent had 21 werblers in a list of 119 species, and & list of

110 on the fol.owing day. There were several renorts of partial albinism:
SIS E TS 1 Cades o (O im0

«¥X a Coot (RH); Robins (EG, iH )3, Crackle (PL); and & Red-winged Blackbird (RM,.

GREBES, PELICANS. Tared Grebes were reported at lake Manawa on 5 May (DH);
four were seen at webster yity (Rm : with several sightings at Des Moines.

4 flock of 50 White Felicans hed an extended stay on Leke Khride in ey (F¥),
and 25 were on Big well Lake or L May (RH).

HERCNS. Great Blues were tnougnt scerce (FK; oH,RM,WHB), but 40 were seen
at Herper's Ferry on 30 March by Glen Bloomfield (RH). Cne of the few Green
Heror reports is of an early one seen 26 March by Don Prebie (RH). Commor
Egrets were: 17 April (DG); 2lst, 2 (R¥), and 28th, 2 by Larry Febian (RH).

GEESE. About on schedule with a very large flight on 23 March (DH); cood
numbers in a fine migration with 100 White-fronted nesr Pocahontas on 7 April
(EM); 2-4,000 at Princeton Marsh from 10 to 15 March (P.P)

Ducas ‘

DUDKS. Not as manv, but good veriety (Rij: plentiful from mid-Marsh through
April (MK); migration disappointing (PK); but thought generally good ( HB). hn
estimated 20,000 were seen at Sweet's Marsh on 23 March (RH). Mallards: thought
up (M ). Pinteils: gre:tly increased over last year (JF). Green-winged: increased
in numbers (FM). Blue-winged: down somewhat (MK), good numbers (KT,). Cinnemon
Teal was found by Albert Berkowitz at Des Moines on 21 April. Shoveler: again

abundert (FK), good numbers (KL, WHB). Redhead: may be up some (DH), a flock



of 50 on 19 March, (FK), 150 seen on 23 March (RH), a considerable increase

at Des Moines. Canvasback: none seen (DH), 60 on 23 March (RH), end several
reports at Des Moires. Scaup: a concentration of 2,000 on 13 April (FK).
Barrow's Golden-eye: FEdwin Franks reported & male on the Mississipri at
Nauvoo, I1l. was seen by Bill McKinnis end him on 1) March. Bufflehead:

an unusually large number of these were seen all spring in the Des Moines area.
Mergansers: 50 Common and 15 Hooded were at Sweet's Marsh on 23 March (RH).

HAWKS. Most reports said none or few, but Mr. and Mrs. Henna saw about
a dozen between Sioux City and Cttumwa, Red-tailed and one Marsh Hawk.

Turkey Vultures: arrived esrly at the Ledges with 17 at one roost (JF); 6 were

seen there on 20 April (RM); 12 at Harper's Ferry on 30 March, seen by Glen
6 at Decoran on 30 March by Lerry Fabisn (RH)

Bloomfield (Rl );,and 8 observed on 1 May with 2 or 3 seen on most clear days

in Aoril (DG). Sharp-shinned: 3 bandegoon 18 March and 2§£;ﬁ»3 May (PP).

ied-tailed: the only hawk seen in numbers (RM), and fairly common (KL).

Red—shouldered: 1 each on 23 March and 21 April (RH) for the only revort.

Golden Fegle: 1 on 28 March Xw¥ex ). Bald Eagle: EXYXMX¥EKYHAEKEX, one on

%;;cglth (PL); immature on 13 February and adult on 18 March (H. Mck);

2 at Goose Lake, Hancock Co. 26 March (JF); and 1 in Yellow “iver forest

on 2 March by Nick Csness and Larry Fabian (RE). Marsh Hawk: 2 on 30 Merch

(RH), in addition to the Hannas'. Osprey: 4 were seen by Hays, 1 each on

13 and 16 April and 2 on 21 April; 4 by Glen Bloomfield on 16 April, and

1 by Albert Berkowitz on 4 May. Pigeon Hewk was well seen at Sweet's Marsh

by Mrs. Hewitt and Hays on 30 March.

GROUSE, BOBWHITE, PHEEASANT, TURKEY. A Ruffed Grouse and 11 Turkeys were
seer in the Yellow Hiver Forest on 2 March by Nick Csness and Larry Fabian (RH).
Bobwhite are plentiful (KL). Pheasants: seem numerous (DH), best population
in years (R, and scattered (¥L).

SHOREBIRDS. Killdeer: more than 1CO zt Hudson or 6 April (FH), end 50
on 29 March (DG), but seemed fewer (MK). Black Rail: & positive identification,

studied at 10 feet (GB), (no date given). Gallinule: 1 seen on 11 Mey at

Ange Lk - : G
dersonlake near Jewell ( - ). (Coot: AlLl revorts mentioned unususlly



large flocks. Golden Plover: a large flock cobserved "in eastern Jowa!

vy Gertrude Weaver (DH). Killdeer: more than 100 at Hudson on 6 April

(RH), and 50 seen on 29 March (DG). ,Turnstone: 4 on 20 May (FK).

Woodcock: courtship performsnce wetched several times (PP, FK), 3 seen

on 4 Mey (HMcK), 3 on 1 April by Jim Lauterback (RH), and a sighting of

L young revorted on 28 April to Fred Kent. Snipe: Almost 100 were seen

on Otter Creek on 6 April (RH). Upland Plover were reported (FP, RH, DG,

RH,. Don Prebie reported an early one seen on 26 March. Willet: observed

in the Waterloo area by Mrs. Velie and Mrs. Hewitt (RH), with several
sightings at Des Moines. Dowitcher: in larger numbvers than usual with

50 on 18 May (FK), a flock of 28 on 22 May with several smaller groups
earlier at Des Moines, and 4 secn by Glen Bloomfield on the early date

6 April (RH). Buff-breasted Sandpiver: a flock of 15 on 17 May were seen (EB)
and a flock reported in eastern Iows by Gertrude Weaver (DH). Mrbled Codwits:
reported (JF, D3). Hudsonian Godwits: 2 at &nderson Lake (RM), and several
small ilocks at Des Moines. Fthalaropes: 200 Wilson's seen by Bob Nickolson
and Eldon Bryent (DH), with a good-sized flcok and several smaller groups

at Des Moines. The rare Nortihern Phslarope was reported, & on 20 May (FK)
with 15-20 in with a similar number of Wilson's at Des Moines on 20 May.

GULLS, TERNS. Franklin's: & few more (BM). Bonaparte's: 15 seen 22 April
(EMcK). Black: several reports of very large flocks.

CUCKGCS, OWLS. Euckoos have been exceedingly scarce, the only revorts
being of one Yellow-billed (PL) and both species on Ly May (EM). Burrowing
Cwl has been found on the Diggs' farm near Hemburg (EG). Long-eared: 5 at
Dvnbar Slough 8 March (JF). Short-eared; only a single seen twice in March
and April (D73).

HIP-PCOR-WILLS, KICGHTHAWKS, WCCDPECKERS. At lesst 5 Whip-noor-wills in
the Ledges area on 7 May (JF). The first banded waes on 12 April (FP).

A Nighthawk on 9 May was early (PP). Reports on Flickers mentioned an

unusually heavy migration (MK, RH,RM,KL). There were similar comments on



Redheaded, (FK, E.G. KL). Sapsuckers were in good numbers on 17 April
and 3 May (PP).

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS. Smaller flycetchers plentiful, but the larger
species seemed late (MK)., An unusuzl number of impidonax in Des Moines.
Jastern Kingbirds: 250 seen on 18 May (RM). Crested: late and few (RM, WHB).
say's Phoebes show a small increase after two poor years (ER). An Rastern
Phoebe orn 18 March wes early (PP). Yellow-bellied:; 3 banded on 22 May (PP).
Acadian: banded 8, 15, and 16 May (PF). An early Wood Pewee on 18 April (TH).
Swellows were thought in the largest numbers ever, with flocks of thousands (RH).
Tree: seemed to arrive early with 6 on 30 March (RH), and a dozen on the 31st (FK).
Bank: appezred to be only half as meny as last year (EG). Barn: plentiful,
cut Cliff absent (EL). 4 good flock of Cliff at Des Moines on 26 May. Purple
Mariins are few (GB, MK, KL, WHB).

JAYS, CROWS, WFENS. More than 500 Blue Jays were seen in one-half hour at
the Ledges on 1 May (JF). Crows have definitely decreaced, possibly due to
hunting oressure according to . Felton (DH). A Winter Wren was seen and
heard singing on 28 Aoril (RH). Bewick's on & and 22 Lpril were the first in
five years (PL). 4 few pairs of Carolina Wrens are in the same locations (PL),
and have been heard (FK).

MIYICS, TPRUSHES. There are no Mockingbirds in the field where there have
been two pairs before (CB), but 2 or 3 are reported from the Waterloo-Cedar
Falls area (RH). “obins are again having a good season in several places,

A Hermit Thrush seen 3 Avril by Mrs. Hewitt wes early (RH). Swainson's:
most commented on the unusually large numbers. Iost ceme rather late but
stayed for a longer time than usual a. Des Moines. 4 good flight of Gray-
checked (ER). Bluebird nestings down due to too many House Sparrows and
predators (CB), and also down (¥I).

KINGLETS, PIPITS, SHRIKES. Lots of Kinglets this year (FK); a great many
(RE); Huby-crowned abundant since mid-tiarch, but no Golden-crowned (My);
no Golden-crowned and wuby-crowned in small numbers (RM). TWater Pivits

are fewer with only 1 seen (NG).
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Loggerhead Shrikes are scarce from all revorts (GB, EB, FK, KL).

VIREOS, WARBLERS. Most reports of vireos are unfavorable: L Solitary
but none of the others (RM); just arriving on 21 May (EB); alli vireos way
dovm (MK}; only one Solitary (KL); no reports of Red-eyed (DF); diminished
t'is,yekrﬁéfK); and noneJ(RL). ng e wes a 900 nm'emen;kgf ﬁ?iladelohias
witﬁzé bended on 22 Mayh(PP). Lots of Warbling (DH). There is considerable
variation in the renorts of werblers, especially as regards dates of arrival.
Warblers scarce, except Tenressee (GB); ne—sa=iety-snd—reo—moed waves (BE);
good flights on 5-7 and 13-15 May (DH); best wave in Des Moines 18-19 May;
21 species on 9th and 2 wave on 26th (FK); 20 species on the 11-12 week-end (RM).
Tennessee: & wave onr18tb_£RM); lots (KL). Yellow: avove average (KI, WHB).
A Cepe May banded on 7 May (PP)., Chestnut-sided and Bay-breasted scarce
and only 2 Blackpollgé (KI.), but lots of the latter at Des Moines. A Kentucky
and a Carolina Wren singing at the same time were heard by Fred Kent.who also
had a singing Connecticut. Mourning: much more plentiful (MX)., It is unusual
to have three revorts of the Hooded: 11 £16", Mrs. Velie and Mrs. Hewitt (RH);
28 April, singing and well seen by Tom &nd Fred Kent; 20 Mey, an excellent
view at 20 feet of a male by Mary Lou Petersen in their yard (PP). Redstart:
noticably absent (DH).

ICTERIDS, FINCHES. Bobolink: unusually large numbers near Des Moines.
A nest of a meadowlark (sp?) was parasitized by & Cowbird (B). Yellow-headed:
seem more (UH). Red-winged Blackbird: increased decidedly (DH): thich (KL.);
but, fewer nests (GB). Brewer's Blackbird: a small flock seen &1 March (MK).
Grackle: increased decidedly (DH); plentiful as ever (1K); and continuing to
increase in Des Mecines. Late, with only a few hundred on peak deys instead
of 15-20,000 seen in other years (PL). Scarlet Tanagers scarce and no Summer
Tanagers (XL). C(ne male Surmer Tanager is the only Des Moines report.

Blue Grosteak: 2 peirs found west of Mapleton (¥B); 1 seen on 17 May (HMcK).
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Diclkcissel: back in good numbers (GB); an early one on 10 April by
¥rs., J. Csness (RH); only 1 so far (RM). Goldfinches are increasing
according to reports. Towhee: one of the srotted variety spent scme time
in the area (EC); in good numbers (RM); few, if any seen in Des Moines.
A Painted Buntine banded at the Diggs' farm (EG). A Clay-colored Sparrow
on 4 Mey was unusual in Des Moines. White-crowned: rnione seen (EB); &
late one on 24 May (PK). White-throated: very few (EB); abundent (MX);
in great numbers with 200 on 28 April (RH). Lincoln's and Swamp: up
slightly (1K).

Contributors: Mrs. Gladys Black, Pleasantville; Eldon Bryant, Akror;
John Faaborg, Jeiferson;y Mrs. Zdwin Cetscher, Hamburgs; Donald Gillaspey,
lamoni: Mrs. Darrell Hanna, Sioux City; Hussell Heys, Waterloo; Milford
Keeler, Mason City; Fred Kent, Iowa City; Pearl Knoop, Marble Rock;

Keith Leyton, Oskaloosa; Peter Lowther, Burlington; Howard McKinley,
Russell; Ron Muilenburg, Webster City; Peter C. Petersen, Jr., Davenport.

WOCDWARD H. BROWE, 4815 Ingersoll Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 50312.



