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The State

Iowa is basically a flat state with 86.9% of its surface with a
slope of 14% or less (Oschwald, et al, Principal Soils of Iowa, 1965).
As can be seen on the accompanying relief map (see below), the greatest
relief occurs in the extreme northeastern and eastern portion and in
the extreme west-central part. Because these areas are unsuitable
for agriculture, this is probably the best habitat for several species
of raptors (Red-tailed Hawks, Great Horned and Barred Owls, etc.).

RELIEF MAP OF IOWA

BLACK UNE SERiES

1975
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Iowa was at the time of settlement about 85% prairie (Dick-Peddie,
1953, Proc. Ia. Acad. Sci. 60:112). Forests began encroaching as man
prevented forest fires, but, in recent years woodlands have been con-
verted to agricultural areas, housing sites or other alternate uses
at an alarming rate. As can be seen in the accompanying map (see below),
very little forest cover remains. That which does remain is concentrated
in the northeast 'driftless area' and in a belt from Guthrie County
southeast to the Mississippi River. These areas should be good wintering
habitat for the woodland species of raptors and probably the best nesting
habitat remaining in Iowa for such species as the Red-tailed Hawk,
Cooper's Hawk, Great-Horned Owl, Barred Owl, etc.

Forest Cover of Iowa
(from Peck, J.H. 1976. Proc. Ia. Acad. Sci
83:147; modified from Ia. Geol. Surv. Land Use Map)















(Table 1, con't.)

County

Winneshiek

Woodbury

Worth

Wright

Township
Bloomfield
Glenwood
Liberty
Liston

Brookfield

Grant
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Biogeographical
Section

Turkey River Hill

Driftless Ridge
and Valley

Missouri River
Alluvial

Western Rolling
Hills

Wisconsin Surface

Observer(s)

Darwin Koenig
Joe Schaufenbuel

Paul Bartelt
Machele Rieke

D. Duecker
S. Duecker

Thelma Fromm
Beth McBride
Genevieve Nelson

Beth Baker
Maurice Baker
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Figure 2 Total No. of Raptors per County
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Fig.6 . Major Biogeographical regions of Iowa, based on bedrock,
soils, climate, topography and distribution of biota.

Biogeographical Regions of Iowa.
A. Missouri River Alluvium Rregion
B. Loess Hills Region

C. Northwest Iowa Plains Region
C1 Western Iowa Plains Section

Cp Tazewell Swell and Swale Section
D. Wisconsin Surface Region

E. Iowan Surface Region
Ej. Northern Swell and Swale section
E2. Swell and Swale gection
E3. Paha Ridge Section

F. Paleozoic Plateau Region
F1. Turkey River Section
F2. Driftless Ridge & Valley Section

G. Kansan Drift Plain

G]. Western Rolling Hills Section

G2. Rolling Hills Section

G3. Tabular Uplands SEction

G4. Eastern Tabular Uplands Section

H. Lake Calvin Region
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HABITAT

1. cultivated field

a. plowed

b. unplowed

pasture (grassy area)

windbreak or scattered trees

wooded

a. upland

b. river bottom or bank or lake

edege (e.g., pasture/woods; mixed
field/woods; etc.)

marsh or open water

Fw N

N

-3 3N

buildings, etc.

ACTIVITY

1. mnerched
2., flying
3. vpursuing prey (type)

miscellaneous, svecify, e.g., urban,

TIME

expressed as, e.g.,
0700 1300

TEMPERATURE

specify either F or C

DIVERSITY INDEX

_ # of raptor spp
# of raptors

CLOUDS

clear

. <1/4 overcast

1/4 - 1/2 overcast
1/2 - 3/4 overcast
>3/4 overcast

wmEwN -

e o =
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Clouds:
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(Precipitation):
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Direction:

Comments
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