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overhead, and evidently not present on the Iowa gull.

The bill on a Western Gull is normally noticeably shorter and
heavier than that of a Herring Gull when both are compared side by
side, this difference not being noted on the Iowa gull, observers
actually stating the bill looked to be identical to that of a
Herring Gull. 1In winter Western Gulls from the southern population
show no dusky streaking about the head and neck, this area of the
bird remaining entirely white as in summer. It is very clear that
the Iowa gull had some dusky streaking on the nape and back of the
neck, as well as having some dusky coloration about the eyes, marks
that clearly eliminate the possibility of it being a Western Gull.

I would agree with everyone that the bird was not a Lesser
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus), that gull having yellowish feet
and legs when in adult plumage, and also having a longer and
slimmer bill than that of a Herring Gull, as well as having a
slightly different pattern on the wings. I would also agree with
everyone that the bird was not a Greater Black-backed Gull (Larus
marinus), that gull being noticeably larger than a Herring Gull,
and having an even darker mantle that described for the Iowa Gull.






to him so that he could provide a more meaningful opinion?

Conclusion: Unchanged: I am still inclined to accept the bird as a
Slaty-backed based on the preponderance of evidence, although I still do not
believe the evidence is completely definitive. «

Ronald E. Goetz
24 October 1989
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I estimated the distance at about 200 yards. The sky was partly cloudy but
it was growing dark. I used 10 X 40 Zeiss binoculars and a 20 X scope on a
window mount.

Discussion

This bird had been present for about a week and had been previously identi-
fied as a Slaty-backed Gull. The size, mantle color, and leg color were cer-
tainly very consistent with this species. Because of the distance and light,
I was just not quite able to see the white subterminal spots on the 3rd
through 6th primaries that are supposed to be diagnostic of this species.
Tom Kent said he had seen this feature at much closer range four days ear-
lier.

I also saw the Slaty-backed Gull at Alton Dam in 1984. As I recall, that
bird had much more streaking on the head and also had a much larger head and
bill compared to Herring Gulls. This would appear to be a different bird and
might be a female with relatively smaller proportions.

No references were consulted before taking field notes. This form was com-
pleted the next day.



I.0.R.C. RECORD NUMBER
ILLINOIS DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTINGS

1. Species: &Q%—W 4;&6{ Number seen: ° /
/
(If known) Age: M Sex: Plumage: e .

2. Location (including county): ﬁm MM é..‘Z‘, QQ
J ;
3. Date(s): ng*f? Time of day: y Z,-ea- =

4. Observers -- Your name: Mwhael 9., Phone: (F2) 279 - 258/

/.
Address:_@l@@wgh RKLIDA
s

Others present: -

Others before or after you:

3. Describe the habitat the bird(s) was found in and the surrounding habitat: /Hlzun W
;»( d. R. wewedd [mom pak 7/@& é/wm (74 budnl. Bucatwalor
pwdoibam ! :

6. Description: Describe in great detail (but only include what actually was seen in the
field (the size, shape and color pattern of the bird(s). Include a description of the
bill, eye, legs, feet, tail, body and wings as well as other diagnostic characteristics.
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