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Iceland Gull 13 Mar 1991 RC No. 91-20 (cont)

REVOTE at meeting of 11 Apr 1992 after discussing photos: 6 A-P,
1 A-D.
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Rare Bird Report

Species: Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides)
Location: Below Red Rock Dam, Marion County, Iowa
Date: 13 March 1991

Optics: Zeiss 10 x 40B

Marks: The bird was a first winter bird. in between a Ring-billed
and Herring Gull in size. From a distance the bird appeared all
white with a slightly darker mantle. Bill mostly dark with a light
area to the base of the bill. Eye appeared dark. Gray-brown
mottling on a white background on the mantle. Primaries gleaming
white. Pink legs. Folded wings extended well beyond the tail in the
sitting bird. Tail had a slightly darker tail band that was
internally mottled.

Discussion: on the 13th I slipped below the dam to view an
incredible number of gulls. Right away this bird caught my
attention. My feelings after a quick look were that I was gazing
upon an Iceland Gull. Iowa Birds mentions that there is a problem
separating Iceland with Thayers. If there was any problem with
this bird being anything it was a Glaucous Gull of the same age.
However the bird was smaller than the Herring Gulls that were on
the roost. Long wings will rule out the rare small race of
Glaucous Gull. There are not to many birds that have primaries
lighter than the mantle in the sitting bird.

Note: I am submitting some rather distant photos of the bird.
Please keep them for the records committee use. Tom Kent has

better photographs.

Tim Schantz
309 E Robinson St.
Knoxville, Iowa 50138
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speckling on the inner portion of the tail. The legs were a light
pink color.

In flight, the bird was a pretty uniform tannish-white, except
for two features: (1) There was a very faint tan tail band, which
covered about half the tail, and (2) The primaries on the
upperwing were the lightest part of the bird, and were
translucent.

SIMILAR SPECIES: First winter glaucous gull is larger and has a
more obvious two-toned bill. First winter Thayer’s gull is a
generally darker bird with primaries which are the darkest part
of the bird, rather than the lightest, and has no speckling on
the tail.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I saw one first winter Iceland Gull at the
garbage dump in Superior, Wisconsin in 1988.

REFERENCES and FIELD NOTES: Field notes were prepared
immediately, and the National Geographic guide was consulted
during the observation period. Field notes were written out the
next morning on a plane flight to San Diego, and were typed on
March 29.
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: The only other Iceland Gull I
have seen was in flight in Minnesota. I have observed a number of Glaucous and
other gulls in Iowa in recent years.

References and persons consulted before writing description: NGS Guide,
Harrison's Seabirds, and Grant's Gulls

How long before field notes made? Notes were dictated during observation on all
three days How long before this form completed? Documentation was completed one
day after final observation
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References consulted: Grant Gulls: A guide to identification and NGS Field Guide to the
Birds of North America

Previous experience with species: Extensive experience with Herring Gulls. Some
experience with Thayer's Gulls from lowa. Very familiar with Iceland Gulls (Kumlien's
race L. g. kumlieni), from Massachusetts.

How long before field notes written? written during observation

How long before this form completed? 2 days



Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? yes
If yes, explain: I was told it was an Iceland Gull and I expect that
there is still much disagreement.

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment:Had light behind us, fairly clear day and lighting was
reasonably good (no heat waves). Bird was maybe 100 yards away,
viewed with 20 power scope

Previous experience with this species and similar ones:

Have not seen Thayer's Gull before and have had limited experience
with Iceland Gull. Saw several in Massaschusetts

References and persons consulted before writing description:
Looked at Natl. Geographic guide and Grant's book on gulls; did not
have any field guide in the field with me

How long before field notes made? taken in field
this form completed? filled out 4 days later

Mail original form to field editor for this season.
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