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DOCUMENTATIONS:

Richard H. Peiser, 13 Oct, 389 Turner Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL
60137

Thomas H. Kent, 14 Oct, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246

Peter C. Petersen, 14 Oct, 235 McClellan Blvd, Davenport, IA
52803

Randall Pinkston, 14 Oct, 526 Reno St., Iowa City, IA 52245

Jim Fuller, 14 Oct, 6 Longview Knoll, Iowa City, IA 52240

Ann Johnson, 14 Oct, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211

Reid Allen, 26 Oct, 1601 Pleasant St., West Des Moines, IA
50265
PHOTOGRAPHS

John King, 13 Oct, 2 prints, P-0306 [not reviewed]

Thomas H. Kent, 14 Oct, five prints, P-0311

Tim Schantz, 14 Oct, 2 prints, P-0303, Iowa Bird Life 62(1)
cover, 62:15

P. C. Petersen, 21 Oct, 1 print, 0310 (Meadowlark 1:32)

Reid Allen, 26 Oct, 1 slide, P-0300 [not reviewed]

J. O. Durbin, undated, 3 slides, P-0294 [not reviewed]
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 62:15, Meadowlark 1:32-33

Records Committee: 62:71

Photographs: IBL 62(1) cover (P-0303), Am. Birds 46:169
(P-0303), IBL 62:115 (P-0311), Meadowlark 1:32 (P-0310)

Pinkston, R. 1992. Sabine’s Gull at the Quad Cities. IBL
62:114-116.
VOTE: 7 A-P

A-P, Great pictures showing all field marks.

A-P, Excellent descriptions of both adult and juvenile
Sabine’s Gull as well as some excellent photos.
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consisting of black, then white, then dark gray triangular
areas, from the wing tip in to the body. See the diagram, as
taken from field notes made at the time.

SIMILAR SPECIES: First winter Black-legged kittiwake has an
unusual wing pattern in flight which has some resemblance to
this bird, but it is larger, has an all dark bill, a black
tail band, and lighter gray mantle. Immature Bonaparte’s and
Little gulls also have a similar wing pattern and are closer
to the correct size. However, they both have an all dark
bill and black tail band, as well as a black spot behind the
eye.

VIEWING CONDITIONS and OPTICS: The bird was viewed the
entire time with 8.5 X 44 Swift Audubon binoculars. It was
quite close (10-50 yards) most of the time, and all features
could be seen well. It was early morning on an overcast day.
The direction of viewing was from southwest through south to
southeast.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I saw the immature bird that was
present at Saylorville in November, 1983.

REFERENCES and FIELD NOTES: Field notes were written, and
the diagram drawn, immediately after viewing as I sat in my
car.

No field guides were looked at until later that day. This
form was typed on 24 October.



adult

juvenile
SABINE'S GULL
Xema sabini
Date: 14 October 1991 Time: 14:30 - 15:05

Location: Mississippi River, Bettendorf, Scott County, Ilowa
(viewed from Moline, Rock Island County, Illinois)

Description(see illustrations): Two individuals; an adult in worn
alternate plumage and a juvenile. Small gulls, between } and
2/3 the size of nearby Ring-billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis).
High-riding on water. Head and neck erect, wingtips angled
upward. Flight often close to water surface.

Adult: Complete hood of very dark gray (appeared black at a
distance) with basal collar of black. Small amount of white
flecking noted on crown only at close range. Bill proportionate,
distal 1/3 bright yellow sharply demarcated from black on basal
2/3. Eye dark. No eye-ring noted. Underparts entirely white.
Nape and upper back also white. Back and scapulars unmarked
medium gray, continuous with gray of tertials and wing coverts.
Back appeared slightly paler ("frosted") relative to coverts on
floating bird. Secondaries, inner primary coverts, and inner
primaries bright white, forming a white triangle between the
gray coverts proximally and the black outer primary coverts and
outer primaries distally. Outer two primaries with narrow
"mirrors'" noted at close range. Underwing white except for
black trailing edge of outer primaries. Rump, uppertail
coverts, and notched tail bright white. Legs not studied.

(over)
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Juvenile: Upperparts grayish-brown from crown to lower back.
Forehead white. Bill all black. Eye also dark. Fine pale
edging noted on tertials. Underparts white. Same distinctive
upperwing pattern except gray of adult replaced with grayish-
brown. Primary tips fresh with bold white tips on outers.
Rump and uppertail coverts white. Notched white tail with
bold black tip (Rectrices actually narrowly tipped in white.)
Legs not studied.

Behavior: The two birds were loosely associated, floating on the
river (Iowa side) until people began feeding ducks at the
I1linois shore, at which time they joined the many Ring-billed
Gulls attempting to compete with the ducks for a morsel.

Voice: None heard.

Conditions: Cloudy, cold, strong west wind. Observed about 35
minutes from 5-250 meters with Zeiss 10x40 binoculars and
various telescopes.

Similar Species: Diagnostic upperwing pattern seen well on
both birds.

Previous Experience: Nome. My lifer Sabine's Gull.

--Randall Pinkston
526 Reno Street
Iowa City, IA 52245-3039
Ph.(319)351-0592
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: Life bird.

References and persons consulted before writing description: NGS Field Guide,
Harrison's Seabirds, and Grant's Gulls were studied on the way to Davenport

How long before field notes made? Yotes were made at various times during the
hour of observation How long before this form completed? Upon return home






