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I hope this is helpful in your deliberations. By the way, | have a pair of Pacific-Slope
Flycatchers nesting in my back-yard every year, while Cordillerans are the type that |
dealt with routinely in New Mexico (including removing many from mist-nets). | still
can't distinguish silent birds from one another in the lowlands of Arizona in May
(where either form might occur), so | suspect that many records of vagrant Western-
types will have to be left at that level of identification.

Bestwishes,
Kevin J. Zimmer

1665 Garcia
Atascadero, CA 93422
























YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER

(n=6) Empidonax difficilis (Ist yr. females)

(n=10) Empidonax flaviventris (Juv.-Imm.females)
C.B.R.C. record 13-1977
C AS specimen 71430

Number of Primary

Figure 1. Quantitative appraisal of wing shape in young female Empidonax difficilis
and E. flaviventris, based on the lengths of the outer seven primaries. Technique of
measurement is described in Johnson (1963:90-91). Measurements are of fully grown
primaries representing the juvenal generation of feathers. Values obtained in the field
for C.B.R.C. record 13-1977, and in the museum for specimen CAS 71430, are
compared with means of samples of the Western and Yellow-bellied flycatchers. The
stippling serves to outline the general shape of the wing to be expected in young
female E. flaviventris. .
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November 19, 1992

Jim,

The enclosed articles were copied from "Pennsylvania Birds". There
ared two arcticles referring to the first sighting in December 1990 from
volume 4 number 4, published in March 1991 and one covering the second
sighting in December 1891 from volume 5 number 4, published in March 1992.

"Pennsylvania Birds" is published by Frank and Barb Haas at 2469
Hammertown Road, Narvon, PA 17555-9726. Barb is also the secretary of
the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee and she may have
other documentation of these sightings that was not printed. Frank
as you will note from the articles is the one who recorded the calls
and photographed both birds. The address above is their home address
and their phone number is (215) 445-9609. I’m am sure that they would
be glad to offer any help, if you have any more questions about the
sightings.

Good birding,

Don





















Western Flycatcher sp. P-0347
L. Anquabi,Warren Co..IA
15 Nov 1992 T. H. Kent
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Western Flycatcher sp. P-0
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Farallon L.
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fairly long time periods, it also foraged flycatcher style,
appearing to pick off insects on leaves. Most of the time,
the bird was low to the ground, rarely more than ten feet
high, and often only a foot or two up. The bird regularly
flicked its tail up a varying number of times, usually
immediately after perching. No vocalization was heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: No other western or eastern empidonax has a
yellow throat, with the exception of Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher. Yellow-bellied has a uniform eye ring, and a
dull yellow lower mandible, as well as wings which are
darker (black), and contrast more with the underparts.
Yellow-bellied also has a more rounded head, and this bird
showed a definite peak to the crown.

VIEWING CONDITIONS: Viewed at very close range (10-25 feet)
with sun at back. Optics were Swift Audubon binoculars (8.5
X 44) .,

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen this bird in Arizona and
Colorado a dozen times or more.

FIELD NOTES & REFERENCES: Field notes were prepared in the
car on the return trip about an hour after the sighting. No
field guides were consulted until after field notes were
completed, and then the National Geographic Guide, and
Kaufmann’s Advanced Birding were consulted. This report was
typed two days later.
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