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To: Iowa Records Committee (IOU)
From: Tim Schantz, 309 E Robinson St., Knoxville IA, 50138
Date: 12 February 1991

Correspondences with Steve Bailey and Sophie Webb. After receiving
the letter from Steve Bailey I called him having noticed that the
duplicate slide I had provided him showed much brighter orange
tones than the originals or the bird in the field (duplicate and
originals should be compared) Taking that into consideration Dr.
Stephen Bailey said, "the fact that this is a South American Yellow
Grosbeak was based strictly on the amount of orange that the
duplicate slide shows." The Records Committee should notice that
the originals are much lighter. This would indicate that The bird
is not a South American Yellow Grosbeak. Dr. Stephen Bailey has
been provided with originals since this time.

I also talked with Sophie Webb who is illustrating the upcoming
Field Guide to The Birds of Mexicq by Steve Howell. She said,
"Steve's decision was based on the amount of orange shown in the
duplicate slide" (Steve was in Belize).
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To: Iowa Records Committee (IOU)

From: Tim Schantz, 309 E Robinson St., Knoxville IA, 50138

The following are dated correspondenses that were provided by Jim
Fuller in reference to the Iowa Yellow Grosbeak.
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[5] From: chuckw%evax2@arizona.edu at internet 12/7/90 10:00AM (820 bytes: 18 1n
)
To: jfuller at dentistry-po ?O.QQL
Subject: Re: YELLOW GROSBEAK

------------------------------- Message Contents -—-———==—c—mmmmm e
Message-id: <32CA6798A2007F9AQArizona.edu>

X-Envelope-to: JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu

X-VMS-To: TELCOM::IN%"JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu"

X-VMS-Cc: MAX::CWILLIAMSON

Jim: Gary Rosenberg comes to mind on one contact... not
to mention Ken Kaufman (who is in Africa for a bit more)...
and also Rick Bowers (who owes me one).

I might have to wait until tonight to
send you IOWA from on my BBS (if I’ve deleted it

from here)...

By the way, seems as if there is a technical problem
with messages coming out of ARIZVMl... bear with us!
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[2] From: Jjohn saba - ua ccit user support <saba@ccit.arizona.edu> at internet 1
2/8/90 5:50PM (1087 bytes: 22 1n)

To: jfuller at dentistry-po ap 42
Subject: yellow grosbeak !
------------------------------- Message Contents ---------=------commrcneeoco———
Message-id: <F1C2608CC55F400D72@ccit.arizona.edu>

X-Envelope-to: jfuller@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu

X-VMS-To: IN%"<Jjfuller@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu>"

X-VMS-Cc: SABA

Hi Jim,

Chuck Williamson says you’d like to hear people’s opinions on
the Yellow Grosbeak coming to a feeder in Iowa.

We discussed this briefly last night at the Arizona Field Ornithologists
meeting. Everyone agreed that it would be HIGHLY UNLIKELY for the bird to
have arrived unassisted. Almost all AZ records are in June. In Mexico,
these birds move south in the fall. Gale Monson said you probably couldn’t
find a Yellow Grosbeak in Mexico north of Alamos around this time of year.

Hope this helps.

Say hi to Tim Shantz next time you see him (if he hasn’t already
moved on).

John Saba
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[1] From: john saba - ua ccit user support <saba@ccit.arizona.edu> at internet 1
2/10/90 9:41AM (1097 bytes: 21 1n)

To: jfuller at dentistry-po qov‘/Z
Subject: Re: yellow grosbeak

------------------------------- Message Contents -—-=—-====---——-——-—-———————————————-
Message-id: <F0746A2B2FBF402B8A@ccit.arizona.edu>

X-Envelope-to: JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu

X-VMS-To: IN%"JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu"

X-VMS-Cc: SABA

Jim,

If the Yellow Grosbeak is still coming around, Gale Monson suggests
trying to mist net it. That way, it can be examined and photographed
more carefully.

As to the bird being in fresh plumage, that would be expected, as
the fall molt would Jjust have taken place.

A few years ago, we had a Double-striped Thick-knee on a golf course
in Yuma. Lots of people, local as well as from out of state, showed up to
see it. It turns out the bird was transported there from Guatemala, and
released when the owner found out it was illegal to keep. Until this bit
of news, lots of people were "counting" it.

John
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[22] From: chuckw%evax2@arizona.edu at internet 12/17/90 3:50PM (704 bytes: 22 1
n)

To: jfuller at dentistry-po

Subject: Re: YELLOW GROSBEAK

------------------------------- Message Contents --------=—-—-—-—-—-—-————————————————
Message-Id: <EACOBB2ED08340972C@Arizona.edu>

X-Envelope-To: JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu

X-Vms-To: TELCOM: :IN%"JFULLER@dentistry-po.dentistry.uiowa.edu"

Gary Rosenberg said he would be happy to review
your YELLOW GROSBECK record.

Short of Ken Kaufmann, you couldn’t ask for a
more knowledgeable authority.

Send the ’stuff’ to him:
Gary Rosenberg

5441 North Swan Rd, No. 313
Tugcson Az 85718

His phone is 602 299-6478
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7934 Sabino Sunrise Circle
Tucson, Arizona 85715
16 July 1991

Carl J. Bendorf
845 Cypress Court
Iowa City, IA 52245

Dear Carl:

Thanks for your note. I had heard a little about the grosbeak in
Iowa last November, and naturally was intrigued about the report.

Although I'm not unwilling to look at the documentation, I don't
think that my reactions would be particularly helpful. Here's my
reasoning. The bird may have been an obvious Yellow Grosbeak,
but it's not obvious just what that means. Yellow Grosbeak is
best considered to be a complex of different forms -- at least
five fully isolated populations, comprising anything from one to
four species, or perhaps more, depending who you ask. Even if we
lump all the forms into one species, it's still impossible to say
anything meaningful about this bird's origins unless we know
which population it represents... certainly it's not safe to just
assume it came frbm Mexico.

Separating the various forms in the complex, especially females /
immatures, is a tough assignment. It definitely can't be done by
reference to any combination of field guides. The only realistic
approach would be to take the photos and field descriptions, and
compare them carefully to good museum series. I enjoy doing that
kind of thing, but I don't expect to be visit a large enough
collection anytime in the next few months. The only collections
in North America that would probably have specimens of all the
relevant forms would be the American Museum in New York, the U.S.
National Museum in Washington, the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, and Lousiana State University. Your best bet would
be to contact Mark Robbins at the Academy of Natural Sciences,
19th and The Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 19103; or Dr. J. V. Remsen
at the Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University,
Foster Hall 119, Baton Rouge, LA 70803.

Hope these comments are of some help. Good luck getting this
worked out... a fascinating record, whatever its origins.

Sincerely

Kenn Kaufman









PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE with SPECIES: None

REFERENCES CONSULTED: National Geographic Soc field guide was
consulted after field notes had been made. The field notes were
made immediately, and a documentation form was handwritten about
8 hours later. That form was copied onto the computer about two
weeks later.









Institute for Bird Populations in Inverness California. He is an
expert on the migration of birds and mentioned that "total
misorientation in species that make seasonal movements happens
occasionally." The Yellow Grosbeak does make seasonal movements
and is normally found only in Southern Mexico during our winters.
The timing of the occurrence would fit a bird that was misoriented
at the time of its seasonal movement and ended up where the winds
took it.

Hopefully we can find a few clues as to the origin of this
remarkable bird. Lets not forget the fact that this year a
surprising number of Southwestern species have shown up in the
Northeast. Including an apparent Hepatic Tanager in Davenport.
This fall a Sulpher-bellied Flycatcher turned up in New Brunswick.
(this species occurs nowhere near the U.S. border this time of
year) Painted Redstart in New York. What about a Yellow Grosbeak
showing up in our own back yards?

If nothing else lets just hope that Iowa birder's can learn a
valuable lesson from this. That is, to keep a totally open mind
when out birding. It scares me to think that this bird could have
been passed off as a Pine Grosbeak had it not stuck around and was
not reported to The Iowa Bird Line that Jim Fuller has been doing
such a wonderful job on.

I have identifiable photos that may be duplicated for Iowa
Records Committee use.

Photos have been submitted to Stephen Bailey of cCalifornia
Academy of Sciences and Dr. Richard Banks at The Museum of Natural
History with a list of specific questions. When I receive an
answer I will submit them to the records committee.

Tim Schantz
309 E Robinson
Knoxville IA 50138






























In the wing bar, there are perhaps 4-5 spots on the upper part of the
folded wing and maybe 6-7 irregularly spaced in sort of a jagged line
on a lower wing bar area.

The feathers of the scapular area are black centered with very broad
olive tips.

The bird has now turned and the feet appear to be dark. The upper rump
looks yellowish and heavily flecked with black. The tail is grayish
brown proximally and darker brown at the distal end. There seems to be
one or two white spots or edges to the rump feathers right above where
the tail starts. There is glso, in addition to the wing bar type
spotting, there is spotting on the tips of what appear to be the
tertials and secondaries.

The bird is whitish under the rump.

To recap, the quality of the top of the head is olive green; the breast
is a bright yellow upper and fading towards the belly and the flanks
which are 1ightly streaked with large dark marks. The back is more
olive, a little more pure olive toward the lower back and a little more
vellowish toward the upper back. The scapulars are similar to the lower
back. The wings are not really black but more grayish brown as is the
tail.

The tailfeathers look relatively complete, they might be a little
ragged toward the end; can't really say for sure. At about 10:55, the
bird turned to fly off down the hillside and as it turned, I could see
that the long tail feathers did look in relatively good shape and the
tail was slightly forked or notched.

Conditions: It was mostly clear sky at ocur backs. The distance was
about 30 yards. I used 10X40 Zeiss binos and Scheib's 20X Kowa scope.
This is my first encounter with Yellow Grosbeak.

The description in quotes above was dictated immediately after the
sighting. This full documentation was typed up on the 27th.

Qo>+






