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Credging of a pond at L. Manawa produced new shorebird habitat

and several late fall recoirds.

GENERAL TRENDS

Some late duck nesting was noted and tne second reccrd of
nesting of American Wigeon for the state was documented at Willow
Sl. ¥o peaks were noted in waterfowl as migration Wwas protracted
and delayed by the aild weather. The Northern Goshawk invasion
was even more pronounced than last year. guail and pheasant
populations were said to be down due to the wet summer.
Shorebird reports wWwere mostiy from Coralville ERes., near Colo,
and L. Manawa where habitat was particularly favorable. An inﬁux
ci warblers was noted in Hardin Co. on 28 Auy and many passerines
migrating cn 13-14 3ep were killed at Alleman TV 1lower. The
migration was thought to be the worst in years in western Iowa
{IB) . Sparrows were late with & massive influx noted in Hardin
and Johunson Cos. on 31 Oct. Winter Finches were notably absent.

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS

The most wunusual bird of the season was the Ruff that
appropriately showed up in the hog 1lot of 10U President Ross
Silcock for the second state record. Nearly as rare was the
Brown Pelicanh at Keokuk, a fifth state record. Auother female

Elack-neaded-type grosbeak continues the problem of determining

whether these birds are nybrids or not. Casual species for tne
period included Red-necked Grete, Snowy Egret, Prairie Falcorn,
fuff-breasted Sandpiper, and Burrowing Owl, A Lark Bunting was

reported for June.
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Shorebirds were followed independently and weekly at Coralville
Res. by Newlon and Kent. Warblers and other passerines were
followed on what appeared to Lbe a daily basis at Brookside Park
in Ames by Hartschiag. Sandrock continues to provide record
warbler and other passecrine dates from nis SW Iowa weekend
hideout in Vvan 3uren Co. Wilson has been the most consistent
provider of detailed migration data from her SW Iowa farm and
Willow S1. 1in NE Mills Co. Schaufenbuel covered more territory
than anyone else in ceantral and NE Iowa. Bray and associates
trom Nebraska always provide much needed data from W Iowa. Harms
and Jardine have taken over Pocahontas Co. from Cummins who has
moved to Centerville and is already sending in record shattering
cates from southcentral Iowa. Several observers routinely serve
as tunnels for data trom other observerss: Bray trom the Council
Eluffs area, Dipsmore from ames and Jowa State University
students and former students, Harr from §W Iowa, Howe, Roosa, and
Newhouse from the Iowa Conservation Commission, Petersen from the
Cuad Cities area, Proescholdt from Hardin and Marshall Cos., and
Myers and Moore from the Waterloo area. Birders such as Hensley
at Atlauntic are opening up previosly unrepcrted territory. Other
faithful contributors who provide the backbone cf data for the
Field Reports imclude Bendorf, Bierman, Brewer, Hollis, Koenig,
Laubach, Mcsman, Schlemmer, Silcock, Staudt, Thoramburg, and
Zaletel, The many others who repcrt on a less regular basis
frovide many of the more unusual findings and are equally

appreciated.
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unusual dates. Now would bpe a good time to send me your ideas

and suggestions for iamproving the regorting process.



