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Red Phalarope Record Number: 91-28

25 Sep 1991 Classification: A-P
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA

*M. Proescholdt, *Cecil, *Johnson

*Pinkston, *Fuller, *R. Allen, *Petersen; IBL 62(2),15,70, AB46:168,Proe

DOCUMENTATIONS:

Mark Proescholdt, 25 Sep, Box 65, Liscomb, IA 50148

Robert Cecil, 26 Sep, 1315 41st St., Des Moines, IA 50311

Ann Johnson, 26 Sep, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211

Randall Pinkston, 26 Sep, 526 Reno, Iowa City, IA 52245

Jim Fuller, 26 Sep, 6 Longview Knoll, Iowa City, IA 52240

Reid Allen, 26 Sep, 1601 Pleasant St., West Des Moines, IA
50265

Peter C. Petersen, 27 Sep, 235 McClellan Blvd., Davenport, IA
52803

Gerald White, 27 Sep, 1505 E. 5th St., Muscatine, IA 52761

Ray Cummins ?, 29 Sep

Jim Dinsmore, 29 Sep, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010
PHOTOGRAPHS:

Tim Schantz, 26 Sep, P-0309, P-0343 (IBL 62:88)

Reid Allen, 26 Sep, P-0299 (IBL 62(2) cover)

REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 62:15

Photographs: American Birds 46:168 (P-0299), IBL 62(2) cover,
(P-0299), IBL 62:88 (P-0343)

Records Committee: IBL 62:70

Proescholdt, M. 1992. Two more Red Phalaropes at Saylorville
Reservoir. IBL 62:87-88.

VOTE: 6 A-P, 1 A-D

A-P, This bird is in juvenile plumage (brown-black feathers
with light buff edges) except for extensive patchy new basic
feathers (light gray with white edge) on scapulars and coverts.
The tubular bill and lack of whipe stripes at mantle and scapular
borders are good identification marks.

A-D or A-P, Many good descriptions and details noted for a Red
Phalarope. Tim Schantz’s good, distinctive photo could make this
A-P.

REVOTE at meeting of 11 Apr 1992: 7 A-P
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References and persons consulted before writing description: Discussion with
fellow observers, Peterson's Field Guide to the Birds was consulted during
observation

How long before field notes made? On return home How long before this form
completed? Same evening
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RED PHALAROPE
Phalaropus fulicarius

Basic plumage

Date: 26 September 1991 Time: Approx. 7-7:45 a.m., noon-1 p.m.

Location: Sandpiper Recreation Area Beach, Saylorville Reservoir, Polk Co.,
Iowa
Same bird discovered by Mark Proescholdt the previous evening
(25 September)

Description: A plump, short-necked sandpiper with small, round head,
slightly smaller than adjacent Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus).
Basically black above, white below.

Distinct black eye-patch and crown as illustrated. Broad black
crown narrowed posteriorly, continuous with black stripe on hindneck.
Forehead narrowly white, continuous with white on remainder of head
and neck. Anterior base of neck with faint patch of chestnut suf-
fusion, visible only through telescope at close range.

Bill entirely black, straight and "tubular" not '"needle-like".
Bill very slightly shorter than width of head in profile.

Faint gray spotting and barring at sides extending ventrally
to a point at bend of wing. Remainder of underparts ummarked bright
white.

Perhaps the most notable feature of this bird was its unmarked
upperparts of plain medium gray. Back and scapulars separated by a
feather tract of black on each side.

Folded wings very dark gray to black, appeared to have white
feather shafts. Spread wings in flight dark gray to biack, prominent
white stripe formed at bases of remiges.

Tail not seen well but appeared grayish at least distally on
rectrices.

Legs fleshy-pink, almost yellowish in dawn light.

Behavior: Solitary. Walking shore of sheltered lakeshore pools through
most of observation time. Somewhat nervous at sunrise, taking flight
often back and forth in the same area, less so in the afternoon allow-
ing closer approach. Occasional spinning and probing in water at pool
edge.

(over)
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Voice: None heard.

Conditions: Observed off-and-on for almost two hours under clear skies
at both sunrise and midday from 20-80 meters with Zeiss 10x40 bin-
oculars and Kowa telescopes.

Similar Species: Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) larger with
longer ''meedle-like" bill, lacks black eye-patch in basic plumage,
also lacks distinct white wing stripe. Red-necked Phalarope
(Phalaropus lobatus) smaller, slimmer, bill longer than width of
head in profile, bill also narrower, shows white stripes on black
back in basic plumage. Both Wilson's and Red-necked have black
legs except in brown juvenal plumages. Black eye-patch and crown,
proportions, and behavior distinguish from Sanderling (Calidris alba).

Previous Experience: One sighting of a flock of Red Phalaropes, also
in basic plumage, offshore San Diego, California, 8 September 1979.
Several sightings through the years of Wilson's Phalaropes in both
basic and alternate plumages, most recently near Coralville Reser-
voir, Johnson Co., Iowa, 20 July 1991, Four basic-plumaged Red-
necked Phalaropes studied well just recently also at Coralville
Reservoir, Iowa, 1 September 1991.

--Randall Pinkston
526 Reno Street
Iowa City, IA 52245-3039
Ph.(319)351-0592
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The legs appeared to be a yelow-pink color in the morning,
but in the midday light appeared to be flesh colored. They
were short compared to most shorebirds.

The bird did fly short distances on several occasions, and
the wing showed a very prominent white stripe. Because I did
not see it flying much or for any distance, it was difficult
to describe exactly the extent or location of the stripe.

BEHAVIOR: Most of the time the bird spent hunched down at
the water’s edge. It did walk along the sand spit, and I did
see it floating on the water several times. Once, while in
the water, it swam in a circular motion typical of
phalaropes. No vocalization was heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: The thick bill is the key difference
between this bird and the other phalaropes. It aslo seemed
to be shorter legged, shorter necked, and pudgier than other
phalaropes. The dark crown, nape, and eye smudge compare to
the generally light grey of Wilson’s phalarope. Wilson’s
phalarope also has a thin bill which is longer than the
width of the head. This bird might be confused with basic
plumaged sanderling, but that bird does not have the dark
crown, nape, or eye smudge, it has dark legs and a
distinctive manner of running along the sand.

VIEWING CONDITIONS and OPTICS The bird was watched with both
8.5 X 44 Swift Audubon binoculars, and a KOWA TSN-4
telescope with 20-60X zoom lens. Most of the time the
viewing was toward the west, and in the morning the sun was
behind us. The day was clear, with a south breeze, and there
had been an early frost that night.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: None

REFERENCES and FIELD NOTES: Field notes were made
immediately after returning to the car, and this report was
typed on 10/4/91. No guides were consulted while making the
field notes. National Geographic, and Shorebirds, by Hayman,
et.al. were consulted later.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species Red Phalarope How many? one

Location? Sandpiper Beach area of Saylorville Reservoir
Type of habitat? sandy beach

When? date(s): 29 September 1991 Time: .4 p.m.
Who? your name and address Jim Dinsmore

4024 Arkansas Drive

Ames, 1A

Others with you Hank Zalatel
Others before and after you Mark Proescholdt, et al.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat,
breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and
behavior.

Medium sized shorebird, compared directly with Pectoral Sandpiper,
about the same size as that species although body appeared a bit
chunkier and the bird might have been slightly larger than the
Pectoral.

The bird appeared largely gray in color on the dorsal surface and
white on the underside.

I noted the following on the bird.

Bill was fairly stout (not needlelike as in the other two phalaropes,
basically straight with perhaps a slight droop at the tip, dark
colored

Underside was light colored except for a very faint light reddish
brown wash on a small part of the breast

The eye was dark with a patch of dark feathers around the eye giving
the appearance of a very large eye. There was also a dark patch on
the side of the head behind the eye and separate from the eye patch.
The cap of the head was dark although I didn't note it carefully.
Other than those areas, the rest of the head was white.

The back had a very scalloped or scaly appearance with a number of
light gray feathers standing out boldly.

Similar species and how eliminated:



The bill was very different from that of both other phalaropes, both
of which have fairly long needle-like bills.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

not that I know of

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: 20 power spotting scope, light was good, bird was about
30 feet away so I had a good full field view of the bird. It was tame
and easy to follow.

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: 1 have only
seen one of this species before although I have seen both other

species of phalaropes a number of times

References and persons consulted before writing description:
National Geographic Guide

How long before field notes made? mental notes made in field
this form completed? two days later

Mail original form to field editor for this season.












Rare Bird Report

Species: Red Phalarope

Observer: Tim Schantz, Jim Fuller, Chuck Fuller, Jim Shieb, Randy
Pinkston, Bob Cecil.

Date: September 26 1991

Location: Sandpiper Beach Recreation Area, Saylorville Lake, Polk
Co. Iowa

Optics: Zeiss 10%40B, Nikon 8008, Sigma 400mm APO, Fuji 50 film.
Documentation: See Photograph

Circumstances:A molting bird was feeding in a shallow sandy bay
Southeast of the bath houses. (See photo submitted to Iowa Records
committee). Very tame. I heard about the bird from Ann Johnson at
a Rolling Hills Audubon meeting on the 25th. I then went to see the
bird the following day.



