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documentations are convincing. The King Eider documentations are
convincing. We need to look at the photos, if only to ask
ourselves how many birds were there. We need to have the photos
reviewed by experts too. The King Eider records cited are north
and east of here. The western records are all Common Eiders. The
Common could be more expected on the Nebraska border than the
King. Assuming there are just two birds documented here, we have
the makings of an interesting article here. Birds hard to ID and
seen at the limits of the optical equipment. Written
documentations convincing, well written by competent, careful
observers, and contradictory. Photos-well, diagnostic? Useless?
We’ll have to see.

REVOTE (at meeting, 6 Sep 1986, with review of photos): 6-II.












Fio. 6. Immature female King Eider shot by John Goecke at Ingham Lake, Emmet County, lowa on7
November 1971. Photo by Kenneth Formanek. Date on photo differs from that previous reported
(Petersen 1972).

mid-winter. Most observers agreed that the two De Soto birds were male
and female, the male having a light breast and more pronounced facial
features, but not a light bill.

Males attain full adult plumage in the fourth winter. It 1s difficult to get a
clear picture of what second and third winter males look like. In general,
immature males of both Common and King eiders have brown heads, dark
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After viewing the birds, I checked a number of books including Bellrose, Scott,
Natl. Geographic guide, Robbins, and Peterson. ©Only Peterson seems to show the
white slash that the one bird had although the rest of that bird's plumage did

not match what I saw. The plate in Robbins seems to show the plumage I saw although
the bird is turned so the light slash is not so obvious. The light slash was

not the pencil thin mark shown in a number of plates for the King Eider but was

a fairly wide band (easily wider than the eye).

Based on the above, I believe the bird was a Cammon Eider.
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the headquarters (submitted with notes from Francis Moore).

Conditions: Distance was 50 to several hundred yards. At one time the darker bird
filled 1/3 of the field in my Questar scope. We used 10x binoculars, and 20x, 30x, and
50x scopes. Photos were taken with 750 mm Celestron lens with 2x extender using
1000 ASA Agfa film on automatic exposure. Heavy overcast to light rain and mild
wind. About 40 degrees.

Similar species: We initially though these birds to be Common Eiders but at the end
of the observation period we thought they were King Eiders. King Eider is more
likely to occur in Iowa. They were not adult male males or second year males. Only
females and first year male need to be considered. See below for discussion of
differential.

Agreement: We disagreed with other observers who thought these birds to be Common
Eiders.

Previous experience: Have seen Common Eiders in Maine and both species in Alaska.

References/time used: Used National Geographic Guide before and during
observation. Other sources used later.

Time of notes/typed: Notes dictating while watching. More notes made at
headquarters (with Francis Moore). Transcribed notes that evening. Typed this report
3 days later.
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03/09/79 MI Port Huron 1 fem AB 33:773
carefully studied
10/12/80 OH Maumee Bay 1 Thompson 1983

12/01/80 ND Spiritwood L. 1 AB 35:311

01/04/81 MI St. Joseph,BerrienC 1 fem. Payne 1983, AB 35:302
5th MI record

12/05/81 ND Lake Sakakawea 1 fem. AB 36:306
1 of 4 or 5 ND records
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