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COMMENTS

I want to thank all comtributcrs for their high quality
reports which were all received on time. The £fall season is
particularly difficult because it covers four months and ernds
at a busy time of the year. I am especially pleased that
contributors followed the guidelines 1 outlined in the last
issue ot Iowa Bird Life. Any one desiring report or
documentation forms can «rite to me (a dollar's worth of

stamps would be helpful to cover costs).
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I need help with the weather section of the field repcrt.
Barb Wilson notes my Lias to eastern Iowa. In this report I
paraghrased all of the comments received on weather and
habitat. Unless more contributors mention weather, this is unot
very representative. Alternately, one could summarize oificial
weather data by month., However, I do not have ready access to
this type of information. Does anyone know of an easily
available summary of monthly data for the state that wculd be
available soon enough to cover the last month of the reporting
period? 01 better yet, would anyone like to provide a weather
summary for the field reports? I need your suggestions and

guidance.
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You will note that I have used 'et al' after contributors in
this report when there were tour or more observers, however, I

retained all of the initials if the sighting were particularly

noteworthy. Observers who birded with the contributor are
listed under observers, but, in most cases, birders who
reported to the contributor are listed in the text. I have

done this because those reporting to a contributor usually
appear only once, while those birding with a contributor often
appear many times. There are still some occasions whemn 1 can
tell whether an observer was bkirding with a <contributor or

reported to the contributor.
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There are some regular species for which identifying details
should be briefly noted. These include birds that are
difficult to identify such as Cooper's Hawk, dowitchers,

Comacn Tern, winter shrikes, and others.



