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STATEMENT BY 7TIZ 2RESIDEINT

Governor Matheson has expressed his concern over the possible
nealth implications for pecople in TUiax wao were exposad to

radioactive partlcles as a result of Defense Depar 1e1u testing
of atomic bombs in the 1550°'s.

The Governor has asked me to revicw the findings cf ea

rliexr
Federzl studies in Utah on the eifects of exposure to radio-
active particles on health, and to determine whether or not a

more comprehensiva study is indiczted.

I am today directing th Sec&eharj oI the Department of Healin
Education and Welfare to taXe the follcwing actiocns:

-~ Re-evaluate the findings of earlier studies
conducted in the State to determine wheth
or not the rate of illiness or deazth from
“ leuvkemxia is disp*ovo ionatelily large in Utah,
particularly in the So thwestern counties;

o'

(o)

-— Re-open a study conducted in the late 19
n the incidence of thyroid disease; and

/7

-- Consult with ta:e officizls and consider the
possibility ¢ developing & larger, mcre
complete study if indicated.

I have asked Secretaxry Califano to work closely with the State
of Utah as he procesds, and I have asked the Secretary of
Defeanse to cooperate fully in this enceavor.
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