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G< D. C# Thompson, Director or the Utah State Department of Health

and Surgeon General Luther L. Terry of-the U. S. Public Health’Service

/^■=J-J0^!^ araounced today that a study of dental, eye and thyroid characteristics
•/-■^'^iS^^TT^®'*^^ «—---. • -.-**—•--* •— —.—-*— ' .

~"SB^C 3»000 public school students.-in Washington County, Utajx, -will be conducted

s=^j.-..These studics^are in additional phase-of a long-term investigation being

•conducted jointly by”the State Health Departments of Utah and Nevada and the

Division of Radiological Health of'the Public Health Service, which began in

1959 as an ''examination of leukimia-deaths occurring in* Nevada and Utah since

1950, was expanded in 1963 to include thyroid and bone cancer and congenital 
oalzormations.. An effort will be mace to determine whether a statistically

meaningful relationship exists between these types of naturally occurring-

.on exposures that might have been received in the 1950s
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Arizona, also will’be examined as a "control" for comparison with the thyroid

-.-^u-observations made on the Utah students. Safford is several hundred miles ' 
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■ -^i^SF^6^-awsy *xoa Washington County, Utah, but otherwise has many environ- 
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^^g-111® examinations which begin on September 17 at St~Ge"orge, Utah 

*Si3e conducted by_the Public Health Service’s National Institute of Dental 

Research/ National Institute of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases and Division
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PHS dentists will examine the Washington County, Utah, -students for

The ability to taste or smell certain chemicals has been known 

to be under hereditary control. It also has been known that

represent a new set of genetic patterns similar

If this is proved to be the case, it would be of

exposure, scientists will examine student ability to taste and smell a number

taste the compound phenylthiourea is related to glaucoma, 

deciduous teeth, and goiter. The nature of these physiologies

~**associations will be a subject of the investigation. The ability to smell

The "Sc . {^rgV^tuhr'dciitn I ;-eye and thyr^Hd 'examinations-this

-Health Department to private physicians or dentists

Radiological Health. The Utah State Department of Health is cooperating

rt all phases of the total study.

tooth/.bone, and soft tissue abnormalities possibly attributable_to_radiation

exposure. PHS physicians will independently examine each youngster by' ‘ ;'•
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■external observation ~for~dye and thyroid abnormalities. Any students in whom 

findings indicate a possible need for follow-up will be referred by the State

September afe’*ah"additional phase" of a long-term investigation*being conducted

jointly by tne beats TH.vision of

“IZri .^^^^S^03^ Health of the Public Health Service. This study, which began .in
• ’*■■•.-«£-»!■«€—?r^~.~-.-- . —~' ■" ........ .■ ■."■ ” .- -- "

^=s^i^5<?Jas an examination .of Ieukemia_deaths occurring in Nevada and Utah since -

^^^^350*—was expanded in 1963 to include thyroid and bone cancer and congenitai

malformations

Note to correspondents : This announcement is being released 'simultaneously —r-^j^jj^- 

in Salt Lake City’,’ Utah, and in "Washington, D. C. ----- ~--'-~~~T^^^
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