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Honcrable Scott M. Matheson

committee to support the CDC work; and DoD, along with the
Department of Energy (DoE) and the Veterans Administration
(VA) , had requested the National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
to conduct a morbidity-mortality study of DoD participant
groups selected from various atmospheric nuclear weapons
tests conducted between 1945 and 1962. In January, 1978,
DNA was designated the DoD Executive Agent for all matters
pertaining to DoD personnel participation in atmospheric
testing, and a new organization for this purpose was estab-
lished in DNA and in each of the Military Services. This
organization is conducting DoD's "Nuclear Test Personnel
Review" (NTPR) program, which is designed: (a) to recon-
struct the test events in detail, including personnel rosters
for DoD participants, identification data, and radiation
dosage data; and (b) to support or sponsor medical follow-
up studies, such as those of CDC and NAS, to advance scien-

" tific understanding of any long-term biomedical effects.

An additional significant effort was initiated by a White

. House memorandum of May 9, 1978. The memorandum tasked

the Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) to
coordinate a uniform Administration approach to problems
associated with exposures to ionizing radiation. This
expanded errort encompasses all ionizing radiation sources,
including exposures connected with the nuclear power industry,
exposures from Naval nuclear propulsion systems, radiation
dosages incident to industrial processes and manufactured
products, exposures from uranium mine tailings used in
building materials, and doses resulting from medical and
dental diagnostic and therapeutic practices, many of which
represent potential concerns of considerably greater magni-
tude than those from atmospheric nuclear testing. Again,
DNA was designated the DoD Executive Agent, and we have
been working with the Interagency Task Force on Ionizing
Radiation for many months to fornulate a major report for
the President.

In regard to your specific regquest to Secretary Brown, you
have asked that we assume respon51b111ty for identification
of pertinent information in the files of DoD and constituent
organizations, and for release of that information. You

have also requested that any restricted documents be identi-
fied so that you may initiate procedures for declassification.

DNA will be pleased to identify the information you have
requested to the best of our ability. We will also determine
the most expeditious procedure for making the information
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My project officer for the NTPR effort, Lieutenant Colonel
(LTC) Bax Mowery, Office of the Biomedical Advisor, Head-
quarters, Defense Nuclear Agency, Washington, D.C. 20305,
telephone 202 325-7064, has contacted Ms. Maggie Wild of

your staff. LTC Mowery is providing Ms. Wild, under sepa-
rate cover, an initial bibliography of documents that may

be pertinent to your needs. The bibliography is separated
according to classified and unclassified documents. It

is also subdivided by DoD-originated documents and those
originated by other organizations, principally the Atomic
Energy Commission (AEC)--now DoE. Copies of the portions

of the bibliography listing AEC-originated documents are

also being sent to DoE for future reference. We can, of
course, provide documents from the unclassified, DoD-originated
list in a relatively easy manner. Others will be more diffi-
cult and time-consuming. After your staff has reviewed

the bibliography-—-and at Ms. Wild's request--I propose that
LTC Mowery visit your office to help develop a more precise
definition of future action.

I hope this approach is acceptable and responsive to your
needs. If I can be of further assistance, please do not
‘hesitate to contact me directly.
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Vice Admiral, U. S.
Director
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