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2. Interim Report on Animals Allegedly Injured by Fall-out

Dr. Bugher reported on information obtained to date concerning injur 
to animals y/hich._i.$—alleged^© have been cau_se_d_by .fall-out_from the 
U PSHOT-KNC TH OLE te st detonations. , it had been quite clear ly estab­
lished that a number of horses had been injured by beta radiation, and 
the liability of the AEC was probable. It had been recommended that the 
Manager, SFOO, initiate negotiations to settle the claim or claims arising 
from these injuries. The Commissioners discussed with. Dr. Bughcr and 
Mr. Mitchell the question whether the Commission had the authority to 
settle this claim without specific Congressional authorization.

Dr. Bugher said it had also been claimed that a number of cattle 
hid died as a result of radiation injury; however, preliminary reports 
Indicated-that radiation had not been a factor .in this case. Concerning 
6 number of sheep which had allegedly died from radiation injury the 
utuation was not so clear. ’Probably their deaths had resulted from the 
ingestion of toxic plants; however, since they had apparently also suffered 
tome radiation injury, studies would be_continued to determine whether 
cr to what extent this had been a factor in their deaths.

^G e ne r a 1 F ie Id s c omme nted on the progress of a study which will 
result in recommendations concerning the future use of the Nevada 

.Proving Grounds (see minutes of Meeting 877), ^Mr, Strauss said that 
in order to anticipate a situation which might quickly, arise, it was de- 

■AL'Able to have available a statement concerning the_ general policies 
^LifLconsidarations which govern operations at the Nevada site. He dis- 
'-^sed with various members of the staff the material which might be 
‘•'eluded in such a statement.
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