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Mr, Smyth read excerpts of a letter from Mr. Lyle Borst, formerly
*Mployed on the reactor project at Brookhaven Laboratory and now -a;.t
de University of Utah, in which Mr., Borst expressed concern about'
™+ radloactive fallout resulting from the UPSHOT-KNOTHOLE series
Mtents, Mr, Smyth said that Mr, Berst's letter asked several technical
‘ieitions concerning the basis for AEC radiation tolerance levels and
flety assurances, and was further evidence of the concern in the minds
the Population in the vicinity of the test site, The technical points
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. Radlcactive Fallout at Nevada Test Site
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nised {n Mr. Borst's letter would require preparation of a detailed
reply by the Division of Biology and Medicine, (See AEC 652/2, sub-
¢equently circulated.)

j, Proposed Eleventh Shot

General Fields said that with the completion of the UPSHOT-
(kNOTHOLE series as originally scheduled, an early announcement
wvould have to be made concerning the proposed additional shot if it
were in fact going to be fired.
%&id that the recent fallout incident at St. George,
{tah, couple claims of livestock deaths and concern about the
tllects of atomic tests on weather made him fear the effect of testing
tdevice at Nevada considerably larger than any previously fired there,
.Aserious phychological problem has arisen, and the AEC must be pre-
ared to study an alternate to holding future tests at the Nevada Test

Slte, In the present frame of mind of the public, it would take only a
“ilngle §llogical and unforeseeable incident to preclude holding any future
Tte3ts in the United States,

Commissicners Smyth and Zuckert discussed with General Fields
Ue probable danger involved in the high yield, the essentiality of
tolding the test immediately, and the estimated additional cost in money
¢nd time if the COBRA were tested at Eniwetok rather than Nevada,
Mr, Smyth said he was convinced that there would be no great danger’
from the high yield of the proposed shot since the burst would be con-
tiderably higher than some of the previous shots and the test could
te delayed until weather conditions were exactly right, However, he
E"_",‘.”_Q:S__n.oncaxaed{bout the public relations aspects of the tests,
Lipecially in view of the St, George, Utah, incident and the large number

o shots already firad,

&i@:.%rt said that the ARC was involving the President in this
:‘:’:_,_%S._bv f':*le 'request for Presidential approval of expenditure of the
(:aional fissionable material, but pointed out that thenlettei_z:vg:‘“r’e_a;}le st
200t inform him of the magnitude of the shot or the possible dangers

bvolved, He felt, therefore, that Mr, Strauss should be promptly informed

of the estimated vi ‘

relations as : » the safety and i
pects involved the need f e 200Eh __L?Bbhc

tives T0 conducting tho 1o oo fOT &n early test, and the alterps

ucting the test at the Nevada site L =27 20d the alterna-
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Harold D, Anamosa
Acting Secretary

Approved by the Commission: July 10, 1953
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