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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

MEETING NO, 865

" 10:30 a,m., Thursday, May 21, 1953

L 4

~Present

Gordon Dean
Henry D, Smyth
Thomas E. Murray
Eugene M, Zuckert

M, W, Boyer
Walter J, Willlams
William Mitchell
Max Isenbergh-

Roy B, Snapp
Charles A, Perry

A}

I"““~out Resulting from May 19 Shot

Mﬂhcr reported on the fall-out nLthe vicinity of the test sz

mting from the May 19 shot.
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Also Present

Don S, Burrows

Walter F, Colby:
Richard W, Cook
Comdr. James M. Dunford
Brig., Gen, K, E, Fields
David P, Herron

Jesse C, Johnson
Thomas H. Johnson
Paul W, McDaniel

Philip Mullenbach
Frank K, Pittman
Gerard Smith

Oscar S, Smith

E, R, Trapnell

A, A, Wells

Stuart McLain

C, Arthur Rolander, Jr,
Capt, Wm, L, Guthrie (UUN)
Shelby Thompson

Alvin C, Graves

Col. Vincent G. Huston
Dr, John C, Bugher
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10 careful planning of the shots, was due in some part to good fortune.
Dr, Bugher and Mr, Graves agreed that unusual weather occurrences, S
quch as an unpredicted local thunderstorm causing a rain-out in the
srea near the test site, were always possible although not probable and
AEC has been to some extent fortunate to have avoided such events,

Mr, Zuckert asked what would happen if, in spite of predications,
s raln-out occurred over a populated area close to the test, Dr, Bugher
“teplled that if a heavy rainstorm occurred within three hours of the
'Letonaticn in the vicinity of the atomic cloud, it could bring down many
t, per hour, Small areas could be evacuated in time ne but if this were to
uppen over Salt Lake City, for example, all that could be done would
““I¢ to have the inhabitants remain indcors.

_Mr, Boyer asked whether the fact that the test organization is Aelr
- wder pressure to meet the test schedule makes them more apt to /0/'5:/‘) (o
e chances when they are running behind. Mr, Graves replied that _
1 chances are taken in order to meet the schedule; the safety standards
“sre adhered to regardless of whether or not the series is on schedule.
“{course, mistakes in judgment are always possible, especially at the
15d of a very tiring test series.

Mr, Boyer said that, in response to Mr, Zuckert's memorandum of
Varch 20 and the Comrnission request at Meeting 864, the criteria as
mtlined by Mr, Graves would be circulated to the Commission for inform-
von, Extreme care would be exepcised inthe remain ing shots to see :
~4t the criteria were appnlied and every precaution taken, Mr, Graves , -

't-emphasized that the criteria were not new but have been constantly :
4 e, Mr Dean asked that the concern of the Commission be conveyed
- the test organization and that everything be done to avoid another .
“U-out over St, Georg . : E b

DELETED

5 §, Attendance of Congressional Cbservers at Shot Scheduled for.
Monday, May 25

Mr, Treapnell discussed with the Commissioners arrangements
being made for the attendance of 119 Congressmen at the shot scheduled
for Monday, May 25, Mr, Murray said thet he planned to attend the
shot and would take part in the briefing, if requested. /

Roy B, Snapp
Secretary .

Approved by the Commission: June 235, 1953
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