
Report on a Revised Birds of Iowa

At the last annual meeting of the Iowa Ornithologists’ 

Union in Des Moines, a paper of mine was read out-lining the 

proposed plan for revised list of Iowa birds. Such a paper is n 

now "being prepared for use as a thesis at the State University 

of Iowa, and it probably will be published through the Natural 

History series of the University. In securing information for 

this list practially all of the collections of birds containing 

Iowa specimens have been examined. My records show that about 

fifty species of birds, reported at one time or another as a 

appearing in Iowa, cannot now be substantiated by the finding 

of a preserved specimen with data. There is a growing feeling 

that no species may be admitted or retained on a state list 

unless the evidence of it’s occurence is beyound any reasonable 

doubt.

A number of these birds unquestionably have occured in 

Iowa, and while specimens are desirable, the certainty of iden­

tification is sufficiently proved as to admit them to the list. 

The following have been recorded as occuring in Iowa. Do you 

know of any authentic specimens or additional eight recorder 

Lark Bunting, lazuli Bunting, Shufeldt’s Junco (Including Mont­

ana Junco), Western Blue Grosbeak, Brewer’s Blackbird, Hooded 

Warbler, Eastern Mockingbird, Red-shafted Flicker, Lewis’s 'ood 

pecker, Louisiana Paroquet, Western Burrowing Owl, Black-necked 

Stilt, Wood Ibis, Little Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Cinnamon Teal 

and Western Grebe.

A number of species have been recorded for Iowa based on 

the actual taking of the bird, but the specimen was either not 

saved or has since become lost. In the case oi a rare species
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such records necessarily must receive evaluation over and above 

those based on field observations alone. Such are, McCown’s 

Longspur, Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, Sprague’s Pipit, Common Rock 

Wren, American Raven, Great Gray Owl, Hudsonlan Curlew, Black 

Rail, Harris’s Hawk, Mexican Goshawk, American Scoter, Harlequin 

Duck, Man-o’-war-bird, Anhinga, Yellow-crowned Nig' t Heron, Arctic 

Three-toed Woodpecker, Nuttall’s Poor-will, Say’s Phoebe, and 

Sycamore Warbler.

Several sight records of birds out of their normal range, or 

of species difficult to distinguish in the field, may not be 

included in t>e new list unless further evidence is found, they 

are, Baird’s Sparrow, Norti ern Prairie Warbler, Purple Gallinule, 

Fulvus Tree Duck, Barrow’s Golden-eye, Richardson’s Owl, and 

Hawk Owl.

A few species have been reported which seem quite llkly to 

have been the result of mistaken identity, or in the case of the 

Scaled Quail to have been the recapture of an escaped captive 

bird. These are, Eastern Glossy Ibis, Scaled Quail, Chestnut- 

backed Bluebird, Eastern Ground Dove, Bullock's Oriole, Laughing 

Gull, Brant, and Vermillion Flycatcher.

And some species are to be considered as of an extra-limitai 

nature, having been reported or captured within a short distance 

of the state. Bachman’s Sparrow, Black-headed Grosbeak, Western 

Tanager, Townsend’s Solitaire, Swainson’s Warbler, Scissor-taileu 

Flycatcher, Red Phalarope, and Ancient 'furrelet.

As the present ranges of some of the subspecies have been 

considerably changed several birds included in Anderson’s list 

will be removed and at least ten new forms for the state will be 

adaed.

Philip A. DuMont, Museum of Natural History, University of Iowa.
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Extra-linitai species.
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