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by Walter G. Savage at Hillsboro, Henry County: two 
males taken May 4, 1895 and May 17, 1898; a female 
collected May 20, 1898. W. E. Praeger has a specimen 
which he collected at Keokuk, Lee County, May 19, 1889# 
Mo recent breeding records have been reported.

Vermivora (Linnaeus). 
Golden-winged Warbler

A fairly rare migrant In the eastern half of the 
state, unreported from the western part. Anderson 
(1907) listed It as a migrant in several eastern 
counties, Bingaman reported two nests taken in Grundy 
County during Juho, 1898,

Gabrielsen (1919) recorded it as a rare migrant 
in Marshall County, two specimens were collected. 
DuMont (1931) classed it as an uncommon migrant in 
Polk County, six observations having been listed for 
May and one for September. It was reported as a rare 
migrant In Boone County (Rosene), story (Hendrickson 
and Roberts), Keokuk (Nauman) and Buchanan (Pierce) 
counties. There are a number of specimens. There are 
no recent reports of breeding.
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Vermivora pinus (Linnaeus). Blue-winged Warbler.
An uncommon migrant in the eastern half of the 

state, very rare In the western part. Reported as a 
fairly rare summer resident in central Iowa, more 
numerous eastwardly. Roberts (1932) states that it  
has slowly extended Its range northward into Minnesota, 
being restricted to the Mississippi River bottoms. 
Anderson (1907) listed only one record from the north­
ern part of the state, a nest found at Decorah, Winne­
shiek County in June, 1895 by C. C. Smith. It was re­
corded as a summer resident in the southeastern part
of the state. Reports of breeding were somewhat variable.
Trostler considered it a common migrant and a scarce 
summer resident in Pottawattamie County.

Allert reported it as a fairly common summer res­
ident in Clayton County. Spiker noted it as rare in 
summer in Chickasaw County. Pierce (1930) recorded it 
as a common migrant and a summer resident. Hendrickson 
found it to be a rare summer resident in Story County. 
Rosene reported it as a rare breeder In Boone County. 
Mont (1931) recorded it as a fairly rare summer res­
ident in Polk County. Spurrell (1921) stated that three
were seen by Mrs. George May in Sao County during the
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spring of 1912.

Vermivora peregrina (Wilson). Tennessee Warbler.
A common misrant In all portions of the state.

It appears to vary somewhat in numbers being abundant 
during some seasons and at others, only fairly common.

Vermivora celata celata (Say). 
Orange-crowned Warbler.

A fairly common migrant throughout the state. No 
doubt It is frequently overlooked because of its som­
ber colors. There are a number of specimens.

' ^

Vermivora ruficopilla rufioapilla (Wilson).  
Nashville Warbler.

A fairly common migrant, somewhat rare in the 
northwestern part of the state. Although several ob­
servers reported it as rare, in the experience of the 
writer, this bird Is one of the commonest migrants in 

central and eastern Iowa.

Compaothlypis americana pusilla (Wilson), 
 

Northern Panala Warbler.
An uncommon migrant in the eastern part of the
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state, somewhat rare in the western part, Reported 
by a number of observers as a rare migrant. There are 
no breeding report several specimens have been se­

cured.

Dendroloa aegtlva aestlva (Gmelin).
Eastern Yellow Warbler.

An abundant summer resident, breeding in all 
parts of the state.

Dendroica magnolia (Wilson). Magnolia Warbler.
 '

A common migrant In the eastern part of the state, 
uncommon and somewhat Irregular in the western half.

Bendroiea tigrina (Gmelin). Cape May Warbler.
A fairly rare migrant. In the '80's this bird 

was considered very rare west of the Mississippi River, 
Anderson (1907) listed records from Winheshiek, 
Blackhawk, Jackson, Linn, Johnson, Poweshiek, Scott, 
Van Buren, and Lee counties.

The following county reports were received? Clay- 
ton, uncommon migrant (Allert); Chickasaw, rare migrant 
(Spiker); Buchanan, irregular migrant (Pierce); Keokuk,
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extremely rare, only two in twenty years (Nauman);
Polk, fairly rare migrant, three recent records 
(DuMont); Story, rare Wt Hendrickson); Boone, 
irregular migrant (Bosons); Sae, rare migrant (spurrell); 
Dickinson, one seen May 13, 1933 (Bennett); rare mi­
grant (Roberts); Hairnet, irregular migrant (widen); 
Woodbury, not common (Youngworth), uncommon migrant 
(Bennett). There are several specimens. Chapman (War­
blers of North America, 1907, p, 129) listed one taken 
at Iowa City, Johnson County, November 27.

Dendroica caerulescens caerulescens (Gmelin).  

Black-throated Blue Warbler.
A fairly rare migrant in the eastern part of the 

state, unreported from the western part. Anderson (1907) 
recorded it as a rare migrant in Winnebago, Webster, 
Blackhawk, Linn, Jackson, Scott, Poweshiek, Mahaska, 
and Van Buren counties. He listed a male which ha 
collected in Winnebago County, May 14, 1892,

Allert reported it as an uncommon migrant in 
Clayto County, Miss Althea R. Sherman has several 
observations of this bird at National in the Same coun­
ty. A male in her collection was picked up dead, May 27, 
1903, Pierce (1930) recorded one occurrence in Buchanan
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County, Bauman considered it a very rare migrant 
in Keokuk County. DuMont (1931) listed it as a 
fairly rare migrant in Polk County. It was noted 
from May 17 to 31, and September 85 to 30* Hendrick­
son reported it a rare migrant in Story County. Fenton 
(1923*24) recorded it as a rare migrant in Floyd and 
Mitchell counties. A male in the Coe College Museum 
was collected by 0. M. Greenwood in Delaware County, 

May 16, 1914. Three specimens in the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Sciences ware collected by .7. L. 
Abbott in Mitchell County, September 6, 7, and 8, 
1879.

Dendroica coronate (Linnaeus). Myrtle Warbler. 
A very common migrant In all parts of the 

state. Reported by most observers as the most abundant 
warbler.

Dendroica Virens Virens (Gmelin). 
OBlack-throated Green Warbler.

A fairly common migrant in the eastern part of 
the state, uncommon in the western portion. A few ob­
servers consider it a rare migrant. It Is reported as 
common in Clayton County (Allert), and In Polk County 
(DuMont).
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Dendroica joerulea (Wilson). Cerulean Warbler. 
****",‘'’'"'^^ .

An uncommon summer resident in southcentral and 
eastern Iowa; rare in the western part. It has been 
noted most frequently during the period of migration. 
However, as the northward limit of Its breeding range 
is in southeastern Minnesota, it is altogether probable 
that these birds are present in Iowa during the summer 

months but overlooked due to their shyness.
Allert noted it as a tolerably common migrant and 

rare summer resident in Clayton County. Hendrickson 
reported a pair seen In Delaware County during May, 
1924. Pierce (1930) has one observation for Buchanan 
County, and a record of four birds in Delaware County 
during May, 1931. DuMont (1931) listed it as an un­
common migrant in Polk County; there are a number of 
observations. The writer lias frequentlyfound this bird 
in the ledges State Park, Boone County, where it is a 
regular summer resident and a few breed. Rosene has 
found it regularly in Boone County. This is the same 
locality In which J. A. Allen found it quite common in 
1868. Spurrell (1919) stated that there was one spec­
imen In the B. H. Smith collection taken in Sac County, 
’.olden furnished the most northerly record in Iowa. He
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observed one during August In Samet County. A male 
taken by A. J. Anderson at Sioux City, May 20, 1899, 
is now in the Pettigrew Museum, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. Mrs. J. A. Dales observed this bird once at 
Sioux City. There are several specimens from southern 

and eastern Iowa.

Dendroica fuses (Muller). Blackburnian Warbler.
A regular spring and fall migrant in the eastern 

half of the state, rare in the western part. Reports 
of abundance from eastern Iowa vary considerably. 
Allert noted it as a common migrant in Clayton County. 
Pierce (1930) listed it as a regular migrant in Buchanan 
County. Gabrielsen (1919) recorded it as a tolerably 
common spring migrant in Marshall County. DuMont (1931) 
stated that it was a fairly common migrant in Polk 
County. All other observers in eastern Iowa reported it 
as rare. Wolden considered it a rare migrant In ^mmet 
County. Bennett (1931) recorded it as an uncommon mi­
grant in the Sioux City region. Youngworth reported it 

as very rare in the same area.
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jfendroica dominica albilora Ridgway. Sycamore Warbler. 
^«*«M^»m^^ ^WM(SM<ei««^^ ^ww-wwttswwi^^ 4

Probably a fairly rare summer resident in the ex­
treme southern part of the state* According to the 
A. 0. th CheMc-List, 4th Edition, this species breeds 
from southeastern Nebraska, southern Wisconsin, southern 
Michigan, southward. While there are several observa­
tions of this bird in Iowa all except two have been madd 
during May. Spiker (1924) saw one near Ottumwa, Wapello 
County, August 28, 1913. DuMont (1931) recorded one 
seen by A* T* Watson at Des Moines, Polk County, August 
29, 1926. Another observation by Watson at Des Moines 
was May 29, 1927. Roberts noted one at Iowa City, John­
son County, May 17, 1931. The record of several observa­
tions has been furnished from the files of the U. S. Bi- 
ologieal Survey. These Include observations at Sigourney, 
Keokuk County by Nauman on the following occasional May 
18 to 26, 1917; May 16 to 18, 1920; Wf22, 1921; Hay 21 
to 23, 1922; Hay 23 and 24, 1924; May 20, 1927. Spurrell 
(1919) recorded an observation by Hrs. George May at 
Wall Lake, Sec County, May 13, 1913. It is difficult to 
know whether this may be considered as a straggling re­
cord or the misidentification of another species, prob* 
ably the Blackburnian Warbler.
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Anderson (1907) described In detail a specimen 
secured by George H. Barry at Keokuk, Lee County, Kay

4, 1888. This specimen Is in the Coe College Museum

Dendroioa pensylvanlca (Linnaeus)* -p ’ 
- Chestnut-sided Warbler. '

A fairly common migrant in the eastern part of 
the state, uncommon and somewhat irregular as a mi­
grant In the western part, Anderson (1907) recorded 
It as an abundant migrant in all parts of the state, 
breeding in many localities, but rather locally dis­
tributed. It was listed as breeding In Kossuth, Black­
hawk, Tama, Linn, Jackson, Poweshiek, Mahaska, Van Buren, 
Lee, and Pottawattamie counties; and as a summer resident 
In Franklin and Henry counties.

It has recently been reported as a common migrant 

in Clayton County (Allert), Chickasaw County (Spiker), 
and Polk County (DuMont)* It has been noted as a rare 
migrant in Story County (Hendrickson), and In Boone 
County (Rosene). Stephens reported seeing one or two 
each season at Sioux City, Woodbury County.

Since 1900 this bird has entirely disappeared from 
Iowa as a breeding species. Roberts (1932) has noted a 
similar condition in the southern part of Minnesota,
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However, he believes a careful search through the 
second-growth end cut-over areas would reveal this 
warbler as a scarce breeder south to the Iowa line.

Dendroloa castanea (Wilson). Bay-breasted Warbler*
A somewhat rare migrant in eastern Iowa* There 

are very few records from the western part. Anderson 
(1907) listed it as a rattier rare migrant in eastern 
Iowa: once observed at Spencer, Clay County. It was 
recorded from Winneshiek, Blackhawk, Jackson, Scott, 
Johnson, Poweshiek, Van Buren, and Lee counties.

Allert reported it as an uncommon migrant in 
Clayton County. Dumont (1931) recorded it as an un­
common migrant in Polk County. All other observers 
reporting from the eastern part of the state considered 
it rare. Tinker (1914) recorded that a single adult 
male was collected by Alexander G. Ruthevan in a grove 
in Cloy County, July 4, 1907. T. C. Stephens recorded 
(Wilson Bull., XXV, p. 202) the following observations 
from Sioux City, Woodbury County during 1913: "The 
only previous record of mine is June 4, 1910 on the 
College campus. This year Miss Pearl woodford told me 
of seeing one at Sargeant Bluff on May 10. On the 
14th Mr. Arthur Lindsey saw two on the campus; on the
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15th I saw one; and on the 18th one was reported to 
me by Paul Chipperflaid." There are several specimens.

Dendroica striata (Forster), Block-poll Warbler, 
wmmvwmmmm>*^ hr^W***^^

A common migrant in all parts of Iowa, The report 
of a pair breeding in Dallas County, May 20, 1894, must 
be considered as a misidentification. Although the fe­
male was collected the male was not seen.

Dendroica pinus pinuc (Wilson). Northern Pine Warbler. (-hW--mia-«Ootu«^^ ^^^Wea^^ *
A migrant in irregular numbers throughout the 

state, Anderson (1907) said that because this warbler 
is rarely found outside of pine woods it is very locally 
distributed in Iowa, although it frequently appeared in 
considerable numbers during migration, Several spec­
imens were listed.

It was not reported from Clayton County. Spiker 
considered it a rare migrant in ChIokasaw County. Pierce 
(1930) recorded it as a very Irregular and scarce mi­
grant in Buchanan County, Nauman noted it in Keokuk 
County during May, from 1926 to 1929, DuMont (1931) 
listed it as a rare migrant In Polk County. Rosene 
reported It as rare in Boone County, Wolden noted it 
as a rare migrant in Smaet County, Bennett (1931)
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recorded it as an uncommon migrant In the Sioux City 
region; he noted a pair at Arnold’s Park, Dickinson 
County, May 13, 1933. H. C. Oberholser wrote that 
the files of the U. S, Biological Survey contained 
many migration records from Iowa. There are three 
specimens in the Dwight collection, American Museum 
of Natural History, secured by ./alter 3. Savage at 
Hillsboro, Henry County: a male, and a female taken 
April 25, 1897, and a male April 24, 1900.

^ndrolca d.l8color discolor (Vielllot). -?
* ' ^*‘*t'^t****,*,********-rV^^'»*W*^*A*^^*»' ‘’^W^r«;^MAV^^^^ '̂

C Northern Prairie Warbler.
A rare straggler from the south, Anderson (1907) 

recorded a single observation by Morton K. Peak, who 
spent several hours trying to collect one of these 
birds In Linn County in 1896.

DuMont (19.1) listed four observations for Polk 
County: it was seen by Kenneth R. Nelson on May 14, 
1923 and May 1, 1927; one was noted by Olivia McCabe, 
May 28, 1915; one was noted by Toni Wendelburg, Septern- 
her 13, 1930. The files of the U. S. Biological Survey 
contained a record of observations by a Hr. Mosher of
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West Liberty, Muscatine County, He noted a single bird 
September 29 and 30, 1922, There are no Iowa specimens. 
Evidence of breeding is entirely unsatisfactory.

X Dendroioa palmarum palmarum (Gmelin), 
'-^-li^ err"

It is noted in Iowa only as a migrant. Ander* 
son (1907) listed It as a cannon spring and fall mi* 
grant in the eastern and central portions of the state. 
No observations from the western part of the state were
recorded.

Reports from the various counties are as follows: 
Clayton, common migrant (Allert); Chickasaw, fairly 
common (Spiker); Floyd, uncommon migrant (Fenton); 
Buchanan, an abundant migrant (Pierce); Keokuk, common 
migrant, sometimes rare (Nauman); Wapello, fairly common 
migrant (Spiker); Polk; very common spring migrant, 
not common in the fall (Mont); Marshall, a common 
spring migrant (Gabrielsen); Story, rare migrant (Ken* 
drlckson); Boone, rare migrant (Rosene); Sac, rare 
migrant (Spurrell); Emmet, common migrant (Widen); 
Dickinson, common migrant (Roberts); Woodbury, toler* 
ably common migrant (Bennett). Youngworth noted it as 
a spring and fall migrant in the same locality, not



853

especially common or regular. In the experience of 
the writer this bird has been found as a common migrant 
in central Iowa, arriving with great regularity on 
April 26, There are many specimens.

Selurue aurocaplUus (Linnaeus), Oven-bird.
A common migrant In the eastern part of the state, 

fairly common in the western portion. It is a summer 
resident in all parts of Iowa, breeding commonly in 
the heavily wooded sections of the south and east, un­
common in the central area, and rare or absent in the 
northwest. Both Bennett and youngworth reported it as 
a rare breeder in Woodbury County. Wolden has noted 
it as a frequent summer resident in Smmet County,

Selurus novaboracensis noveboracensls (Gmelin). 
Northern Water-Thrush.

A casual migrant along th® Mississippi River 
Valley. The writer recorded (Auk, XLVII, pp, 91-93) 
two specimens in the Dwight collection, American 
Museum of Natural History. No. 12787, a male, was 
secured by Walter G, Savage at Hillsboro, Henry County,
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May 29, 1897. Th® exposed culmen measured 11.0 mm., 
bill from nostril, 9.1 mm. Ho. 26465, a female, was 
formerly in the C. K» Worthen collection and was taken 
at Keokuk, Lee County, May 12, 1904. Exposed culmen, 
11 mm., bill from nostril, 9.7 mm. Because of the very 
slight differences In size and coloration between this 
subspecies and the next all eight records of s, nove- 
boracensia in Iowa should be referred to the Grinnell*s 
Water-Thrush.

Seiurus noveboraoensis notabilis Ridgway!
W*MIMe®|NIMMRHP* ^ Ww«e«fcMiqn39H(w9BMM^^ '

Gr inneIl’s Water-Thrush.

A fairly common migrant in all parts of the state. 
It is reported as a common migrant ^ several observers 
in the eastern part of the state, and from the Sioux 
City region. During May, 1933 the writer found this 
bird to be an abundant migrant along the lowaRiver in 
Johnson County.

Several records of breeding noted by Keyes and 
Williams (1389) and Anderson (1907) must be considered 
as misidentifications of 9eiurus motac11la. The south­
ern breeding limit of Grinnell’s Water-Thrush is con­
siderably^ to the north. A series of eleven Iowa speci­
mens of natabilis was examined, including five from
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Clayton County. This confirms th® general opinion 
that this form is the on® noted most frequently as a 
migrant through Iowa.

Selurus motaoilla (Vleillott). Louisiana Water-Thrush.
An uncommon summer resident in the southern and 

eastern part of th® state, moot numerous as a breeding 
bird along the Mississippi River bottoms. Anderson 
(1907) stated that it was found in most parts of Iowa, 
breeding sparingly throughout its range, but that it 
was generally rare north of the middle of the state. 
It was listed as a breeding bird in Kossuth, winne- 
ahiek, Linn, Mahaska, Decatur, and Lee counties. It 
was noted as a summer resident in Blatekhawk, Poweshiek, 
Van Buren, and Pottawattamie counties.

Rosene reported this bird as common in Boone Coun­
ty, where he recently found it breeding. Allert stated 
that it has been found as a summer resident in Clayton 
County. Spurrell (1921) recorded only one observation 
in Sac County. It has been reported from Woodbury 
County as a common migrant, by Bennett (1931), as a 
regular migrant every spring, by Youngworth (Wilson 
Bull., XL111, p. 65), and Stephens recorded (Ibid, 
XXV, P. 202) that it seemed to be the more common of
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the two Water-Thrushes, These observat lon^may de* 
note an extension of range of this Carolinian form, 
northward along the Missouri River Valley. However, 
there are no South Dakota records as yet, and it is 

found only in southeastern Minnesota*

^^r--*^*^oro^ formesus (Wilson). Kentucky Warbler.

A rare summer resident in southern and eastern 
Iowa. Anderson (1907) listed several records. Peck 
took a specimen at Laporte City, Blackhawk County. f\V*^ 

A female was collected at West Liberty, Muscatine
County by ^. H* King on May 1, 188^:i?). It la now 

In the Coe College Museum, Giddings reported that it 
was rather rare; a few bred each season In Jackson 
County. A male now tn his collection was taken at
Sabula. Cm was secured at Burlington, Des Moines 
County, May 11, 1884 by F, Knitham and C, J. Reed, 
u. G. Savage reported it as a common summer resident 
in Van Buren County, It was noted as a common summer 
resident in Lee County by Praeger and Currier.

Leroy Titus Weeks observed three birds at McGregor, 
Clayton County, Augus^b, 1923. On^ August 16, 1923 
he collected one at the same place but it was not pre­
served (notes from U. 3. Biological Survey). A male
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was observed by the writer at Iowa City, Johnson 
County, May 22, 1933, A specimen in the-Davenport 
Public Museum was taken In Scott County by ^ L. Allen. 
Two males In the Dwight collection, American Museum of 
Natural History, were secured by Walter G. Savage at 
Hillsboro, Henry County, Hay 16 and 27, 1900. Spiker 
(1924) recorded that one was seen near Ottumwa, Wapello 
County, July 31, 1914. DuMont (1931) recorded It as 
a rare straggler la Polk County, where it was noted 
May 17, and September 13, 1925 by A. T. Watson; on May 
21, 1927 one was seen by Watson and Kenneth R. Nelsen. 
A straggling record from northwestern Iowa is of an 
adult male secured by Otto W, Hemer at LeMars, Plymouth 
County. This bird was captured alive about April 28, 
1916, and it was mounted by A. J. Anderson, former 
Sioux City taxidermist. Tills specimen remains in 
Remer’s collection and it was recently examined by the 
writer. There have been no recent reports of breeding,

Oporornis agilis (Wilson). Connecticut Warbler.
An uncommon or aonwhat rare migrant, reported 

only from the eastern half of the state; lass frequently 
noted in the fall. Anderson (1907) recorded specimens 
collected in Winnebago, Hancock, Linn, and Van Buren 

counties.
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Allert reports it as an uncommon^migrant in 
Clayton County. Miss Althea EL Sherman has three 
specimens in her collection which were picked up dead 
at National, in the same county, May 87, 1909. This 
bird is reported as a rare migrant in the following 
counties; Chickasaw (Spiker); Floyd (Fenton);
Buchanan (Pierce); Keokuk (Nauman); Story (Hendrickson); 
and Boone (Hosens). DuMont (1931) records it as a 
fairly common migrant in Polk County, noted in the spring 
from May 5 to 31, and In the fall from August 29 to 
October 1. There is a specimen in the Dwight collection, 

American Museum of Natural History, secured by Walter G. 
Savage at Hillsboro, Henry County, May 13, 1895. A 
male and a female in the museum of Iowa State Teachers 
College were taken by Harry Fields at Cedar Falls, 
Blackhawk County. Three specimens are in the University 
of Iowa Museum; a male, May 22, 1897 in Hancock County, 
and a female, May 20, 1904 at Forest City, Winnebago 
County, were both taken by Rudolph H. Anderson; a 
female was collected by Ira N. Gabrielson at Marshall­
town, Marshall County, August 82, 1914.
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Oporornls Philadelphia (Wilson). Hourni^ Warbler.
An uncommon and Irregular migrant throughout 

the state, slightly more numerous in the eastern part. 
It was reported as rar® by several observers. DuMont 
(1931) classed it as a fairly common migrant in Polk 
County. Gabrlelson (1919) recorded it as a tolerably 
common migrant in Marshall County. Spiker (1924) 
listed it as a common migrant in Wapello County. 
Youngworth recorded (Wilson Bull., XL111, p. 65) 
seeing forty-five of these birds in a walk of two or 
three miles at Sioux City, Woodbury County, May 22, 
1930. There are several specimens,

Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla (Swainson). -^ 
northern Yellow-throat.

A common summer resident, breeding in all parts 

of the state.

Icteriaj?Jj^ (Linnaeus). Yellow-breasted Chat.
A fairly rare summer resident in southern Iowa, 

and fairly common along the Missouri River Valley, 
north at least to the mouth of the Big Sioux River,
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breeding throughout its range. This bird was former* 
ly much mor^numerous. Anderson (1907) stated that it 
was a common summer resident as far north as the cen­
ter of the state, abundant in ths southeastern part, 
and rather rare in most localities in northern Iowa. 
It was recorded as formerly common in Blackhawk 
and Des Moines counties, but became scarce due to the 
close pasturing of the woods. #, H. Bingaman reported 
it as a common summer resident, nesting In Kossuth 
County. Guy C. Rich considered it as an uncommon 
summer resident in Woodbury County. A specimen was 
listed, taken by J. 3, Law in Cerro Gordo County, 
May 30, 1891.

Allert reported several early observations by 
Midd Althea R. Sherman in Clayton County, but none 
seen recently. Fenton (1923-24) recorded seeing two 
birds In Floyd County, May 20, 1918. Nauman considered 
it a rare summer resident, nesting in Keokuk County. 
Spiker (1924) had several reports of this bird in 
Wapello County. DuMont (1931) listed a single recent 
observation for Polk County. Lester P. Fagen noted it 
as a breeding bird in that locality in 1909. Hendrick­
son noted it as a straggler in Story County, Rosene
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reported It as rare In Boons Co nty. Bennett (1931) 
recorded it as a tolerably common summer resident in 
the Sioux City region. There are several early spec­
imens. In a letter to Thomas S. Roberts, May 29, 1933, 
Howard F. Grassing of Spirit Ulca, Dickinson County, 
reported finding a dead Chat two days before. He had 
It mounted and presumably has It in his possession.

Wilsonia cltrina (Boddaert). Hooded Warbler.
Formerly a rare summer resident in southern Iowa, 

breeding in the extreme southeastern corner. There 
are no specimens or recent observations* Anderson 
(1907) stated that the most northerly record west of 
the Mississippi River was of one seen by Morton £, Peck 
at Laporte City, Blackhhwk County. One was collected 
by Paul Bartsch at Burlington, Dos Moines County, Hay 
25, 1092. H. J. Giddings reported seeing one in Jack­
son County, June 1, 1397. Trip o (1872) recorded 
taking one in Mahaska County. Lynda Jones reported one 
collected in Poweshiek County, Mey 18, 1888. W. E. 
Praeger noted it as a summer resident, breeding in Leo 

County, Edmonde C. Currier stated that it nested 

commonly at Keokuk, Lee County, frequenting the damp 
bottom-land along the Mississippi and Des Moines rivers.
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Wilsonia pusilia pusilia (Wilson). Wilson’s Warbler* ^j^^Ba^^^ WIWR^WWWW . .
A fairly common migrant in all parts of the state, 

somewhat irregular in occurrence in the western part. 
This bird was reported as a common migrant in Clayton 
County (Allert), Marshall County (Gabrielsen, 1919), 
Polk County (DuMont, 1931), and In Keokuk County (Nau­
man).

Wilsonia wnadonsis (Linnaeus). Canada Warbler.
A fairly common migrant in eastern and central 

Iowa, end app^ rare in the western part. Ander­

son (1907) stated that Thomas Say noted this species 
at Engineer Cantonment In 1819-20.

It was listed as a common migrant in Clayton Coun­
ty (Allert), and in Polk County (DuMont, 1931). Pieroe 
(1930) recorded it as a regular migrant in very small 
numbers in Buchanan County. Gabrielsen (1919) recorded 
It as an uncommon spring migrant. All others, who 
observed it in eastern Iowa, listed it as rare. Roberts 
reported one observation of it in Dickinson County. 
Bennett (1931) recorded it as a tolerably common migrant 
In the 21eux City region; Stephens and Youngworth did 
not list it from this area.
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Setophaga nutcilla (Linnaeus). American Redstart. 
m^(j^^^^^i^llIWWW***^ A»h—MSiiiWMaMMrou^

An abundant migrant, and a common summer resident, 
breeding throughout the state. It is less numerous in 
the northwest part of the state. Wolden reported it as 
a rare summer resident in Sweet County. Roberts noted 
it only as a migrant in Dickinson County. Bennett 
(1931) listed it as a common summer resident in the 
Sioux City area; Youngworth classed it as an uncommon 
summer resident in the

Family
Passer domestieus

same area.

oceidae
domesticus (Linnaeus)

English Sparrow.
An abundant permanent resident, breeding in all 

parts of the state. This obnoxious alien was intro­
duced into tills country at hew York during I860. Its 
westward invasion was supplemented in Iowa by a number 
of local plantings. It first appeared at Burlington 
in 1869**70 where it may have been introduced. Ten 
pairs^either from Europe or from an established colony 
in this country, were planted at Davenport in 1870. 
At Cedar Rapids they were introduced from Massachusetts 
about 1874. Twenty pairs were planted at Dubuque in
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1376# It was Introduced at Sioux City in 1882.
During recent years these birds appear to be . 

Increasing somewhat in the open country, feeding 
in the grain fields, and nesting about the farm 
buildings. The invasions of the starling has as yet 
had no effect in reducing the number of “House Sparrow®” 
in this area.

Fa^ily (fiiS

Dolichonyx orysivorus (Linnaeus). Bobolink. .>^^W.*MMeXM<%iiH><Wl9H^ j-»^HimiMtt,y<' rn;.'jatJ;r,’ffl*MI**tHa
A fairly common migrant throughout the elate* 

a common breedi^gJblrd in the northern part of the 
state, uncommon and irregularly distributed in the 
southern portion. These birds were considerably re­
duced in numbers due to the breaking up of practically 
all the original prairie. At present they appear to 
be increasing somewhat, particularly in northeastern 
Iowa.

Sturnella magna magna (Linnaeus). Eastern Meadowlark.
A com;?.on summer resident, most numerous in the 

southern and eastern part of the state, uncommon in 
the northwestern portion. ^It is found regularly during
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the winter in southern Iowa. It Is no longer possible 
to establish a line of demarcation between the Eastern 
and the Western Meadowlarks as their ranges have so 
broadly overlapped that both are present in most 
counties in the state* The louder song of the western 
Meadowlark is generally a sufficiently diagnostic char­
acter for differentiating between these two.

Sturnella negleota Audubon. Western Meadowlark, 
A common summer resident in the western and 

northern half of the state, less frequently noted In 
southeastern Iowa. It has been increasing in numbers 
in the northeastern part of the state. Allert reported 
them present in numbers about equal with those of the 
Eastern Meadowlark in Clayton County. Pierce (1930) 
considered magna slightly mor^numerous than neglects 

in Buchanan County and northward* It has been noted 
regularly as a winter resident in southern Iowa, less 
frequently northward.

A series of sixty^nine skins from Woodbury County 
(part of the Talbot series of over seven hundred 
negioeta) contained in ths University of Iowa Museum, 
are all typical neglecta, showing no Intermediate 
characters.
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Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonaparte). 
MMMM BlaoKMrd.

A common summer resident in northern and western 
Iowa, breeding from the central part of the state west­
ward, It occurs as a common migrant in western Iowa, 
somewhat rare In the extreme eastern part. However, 
Spiker reported it as a common migrant In Chickasaw 
county. Xt has rooentxy toon noted as . XeoaX feeder 
In Polk, Story, and Hamilton counties (DuMont)* Re­
cords of former breeding are extant from Marshall, 
Floyd, end Buchanan counties. Breeding colonies of 
considerable else may be found in northwestern Iowa 

wherever there arc sloughs and marshes with a luxuriant 

growth of quill-reeds (J2Ofiall2£)» ^^ containing 
water throughout the summer, 

. , , . ■ . . ' . . . ’7 . ■ 7^ - ^ ' '-’ ■■- 'V.y- , .--»•..^. ........ . .

Agelaius phooniceus phoeniceus (Linnaeus). -.
>. ___  H ■,....— -nnfwsfc., ^*HMMM«nMM(MtN«MtmMNMMM> *U**^^*,#r^m*^«»^^

Eastern Red-wing#
A very local breeder in extreme eastern Iowa, 

probably confined to the tlood-plaln of the Mississippi 
River# It is an uncommon migrant in the eastern part of 
the state, occasionally straggling into the central part. 
No specimens have been secured during the winter.
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Two breeding males from Clayton County taken May
13, measure as follows# /

County Wing Exposed
Culmen

Height at 
base

Tarsus Tail

Clayton 117.0 22.1 11.4 28.3 85.0
Clayton 119,0 28.2 11.3 28.0 85.0

Three bradding females taken In Clayton County May 
13 and 14, and one in Johnson County May 13, measure as 
follows:

County Wing Exposed 
Culmen

Heiglit at 
base

Tarsus Tail

Clayton 102,0 19,9 10.0 25.5 74.0
Clayton 102.0 13.0 10.0 25.5 73.5
Clayton 101.6 19.0 10.3 26.1 76.0
Johnson 102.5 18,5 bill open 25.6 74.2

There are specimens of phoenloeus taken during the 
migratory period from Allamakee, Clayton, Johnson, Mar­
shall, and Story counties. The range of measurements of 
five males is: Wing, 116.3 to 121.0; exposed culmen, 
21.4 to 22.3; height of culmen at base, 11.0 to 11.9; 
tarsus, 27.3 to 30.5; tail, 93.4 to 90.1. The range of 
measurements of four females is: wing, 97.8 to 102.0;
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culmen, 17.3 to 19.0; height of culmen at base, 9.8 
to .0.4; tarsus, 25,0 to 26,5; tail, 69.0 to 74.0* 
All specimens were identified by H. C. Cberholser.

Agel^ irihUgas oberholser. ..
’Giant Red-wing.

An abundant summer resident, breeding in all parts 
of the state except the extreme eastern portion, where 
it is replaced by uhoenicgus^ It is an abundant migrant 
in all parts of the state. Some form of Red-wing
winters irregularly in southern Iowa and occasionally 
in the northern part, specimens are not available^ 

determine whether these birds are arctolegus or fortls. 
The latter is a common early spring and late fall ml-

grant throughout the
Measurements of

state.
twelve breeding male arctolegus

are as follows:
County Wing Exposed 

culmen
Height at Tarsus 

base
Tall

Woodbury 125.3 23.0 11.2 30.2 92.0
Cerro Gordo 124.0 22.3 13.0 20.8 91.2

Dallas 1S5.5 23.2 11.0 27.9 90.2
« 122.0 23.8 11.5 29.0 93.0
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Measurementa of

County Wing deposed 
culmen

Height at Tarsus 
base

Tail

D&XXs s 121.0 22.8 11.9 28.0 90.0
* 124.8 22.8 12.0 29.0 95.5

Tama 125.5 22.4 12.2 29.0 95.2
Johnson 122.0 22.8 n.e 29.9 89.0

« 124.0 23.0 12.6 32. 2 91.0
w 122.0 22.7 13.0 31.2 88.0
9 123.0 23.4 12.5 32.0 90.0

Van . Buren 126.0 24.6 13.0 31.4 91.8

six breeding female ^^tolegus are
as follows:
Woodbury moulting 19.0 10.5 27.0 moulting
Dallas 103.5 19.0 10.0 25.7 75.0
Tama 106.0 19.1 10.1 38.0 79.0

# 102.0 20.0 bill open 28.1 75.0
w 104.0 19.0 bill open 27.0 79.0

Jolins on 102.2 19.6 10.7 27.0 74.5

Specimens tahon during May, 1933, in,Johnson County 
appear to be nearly intermediate in else, and in the . 
coloration of females, between phoeniceus and arctole$us,
but slightly nearer the latter form.
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The range of measurements of fifteen male arctolegus 
taken in all parte of the state at other than the breed- 
i naeon is as follows: wing, 129.5 to 126.0; exposed 
eulmen, 21.4 to 24.3; height of oulmen at base, 11.0 
to 12,4; tarsus, 26.9 to 31.4; tail, 87.1 to 94,5. 
All of these specimens were identified by H. C. Ober- 
holser.

Agelaius phoenloeus fortis Ridgway# ^ 
. ^.^.Mw^'WHtoirfiwwtwmMMmii^^ji^iwHWffl^^ '

Thick-billed Red-wing.
A common early spring and late fall migrant in all 

parts of the state, most numerous in the western portion. 

A study of wintering specimens probably would reveal this 
subspecies to be the one most frequently found. There 
is no evidence of its breeding In Iowa, nor any area 
containing forms intermediate between it and srcto- 
legus. ,

There are twenty-one males and four females taken 
in Woodbury, Monona, Winnebago, Story, Polk, Clayton, 
Linn, Iowa, and Johnson counties, between October 6 
and April 13. The range of measurements of the sixteen 
adult males is as follows: wing, 127.0 to 130.4; ex­
posed caiman, 22*0.to 23.7; height of eulmen at base, 11.0
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to 13.1; tarsus, 28.2 to 31.8; tall, 90.0 to 97.9. 
The range of measurements of four females is as 
follows: wing, 102.0 to 106.5; exposed culmen, 19.0 
to 22.0; height of oulmen at base, 11.0 to 11.1; 
tarsus, 25.0 to 23,9; tail, 73.7 to 79,0. All spec­
imens were identified by H. C. Oberholser.

Isten^ J^ (Linnaeus). Orchard Oriole.
An uncommon summer resident in the western half 

of the state, fairly rare and irregularly distributed 
in the northern and eastern parts, breeding throughout 
its range. It is reported as a common summer resident 
in the Sioux City region.

There has been a noticeable decrease of this 
species since 1907 when Anderson recorded it as a 
common summer resident in all parts of Iowa. It Is 
the opinion of the writer that the grackle has been 
Instrumental in driving it out.

Icterus galbula (Linnaeus). Baltimore Oriole.
A common summer resident, breeding in all parts 

of the state.
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Baphagus Carolinas (Muller)* Busty Blackbird.
A common migrant In all parts of the state, 

occasionally wintering, in small flocks, in the 
southern part. There are no breeding records.

Euphagus cyanocephalus (Hagler). Brewer’s Blackbird.
An uncommon migrant, most numerous in the western 

part of the state. Bennett (1931) recorded it as an 
uncommon migrant in the Sioux City region, Spurrell 
(1919) recorded it as a fairly common migrant in Sac 
County; they frequently were noted as they followed 
within a few feet of the plow} observations ranged 
from March 15 to April 28. The following records were 
supplied from the files of the U. 8, Biological Survey: 
Stephans noted it in Woodbury County, May 19, 1913 
and April 4, 1914; Spurrell reported it as a regular 
spring and fall migrant at Wall Lake, Sac County; 
Nauman reported it regularly in the spring and fall 
migration, noting flocks of as many as SOO. One cata­
logued in the U. S. National Museum was secured at Sioux 
City, Woodbury County, May 13, 1864. DuMont (1931) Re­
corded it as an uncommon migrant in Polk County; migra­
tion dates in the spring ranged from March 15 to April 26.
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A flock of twenty-five was seen by Henry Birkeland 
at Nevada, Story County, April 20, 1933* The dark 
iris of the female and the violet reflections on the 
head and neok of the male were noted* Roberts had 
seven records for Johnson County.

This bird has gradually been extending its range 
eastward, and Roberts (1932) has recorded it as a 
common summer resident in Minnesota, breeding in colonies 
throughout most of that state# It may be expected as
a breeding bird in northern Iowa#

hu-> 1 - quiseula aeneus Ridgway* Bronzed crackle.
An abundant migrant and a very common summer res­

ident, breeding in all parts of the state. It is 
occasionally found in winter. Toward evening in the 
late summer or fall, flocks of several thousand graokles 
may be seen on their way to a selected grove or «roost«. 
These flocks frequently contain many red-wings, cowbirds, 
and a few starlings#

Melothrus ater ater (Boddaert). Eastern Cowbird.
A very common summer resident, breeding in all 

parts of the state except, possibly, the northwestern
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corner. The only breeding specimen available from 
that area proved to be Eolothrus a. artemlslae. Additional 
breeding apecimens from the western part of the state 
are needed to determine the ranges of these two races.

Tae range of measurements of twenty-four male a ter 
taken in Clayton, Linn, Johnson, Iowa, Poweshiek, Mar­
shall, Story, and Polk counties, between April 11 and 
June 3, is as follows: wing, 103.0 to 114.0; exposed 
oilmen, 15.6 to 18.0; height of oulmen at base, 9.8 
to 11.1; tarsus, 25.8 to 28.0; tall, 71.8 to 82.6.

Molothrus ater artemlslae Grinnell. Nevada Cowbird.
An uncommon migrant In all parts of Iowa. An ex­

amination of additional breeding specimens from the 
western part of the state may establish this western 
subspecies as the breeding form ih that area. A male, 
No. 18158 in the University of Iowa Museum, was secured 
by .alright, one of Talbot’s collectors, at Sioux City, 

Woodbury bounty, June 24, 1884. It is typical of 
artemlslae. Measurements of seven males are as follows:
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Iowa. These specimens were Identified by H. C. Ober-

County Date Wing Culmen Height at Tarsus Tail
base

Woodbury June 24, 1884 115.2 18.6 10.9 28.0 77.0

Linn May 16, 1927 115.0 18.4 11.2 27.6 81.5

Johnson May 23, 1894 116.0 18.2 11.2 28.1 73.2
It May It 1890 116.0 17.4 10.6 27.2 78.3
n
■

May 18, 1890 117.0 18.0 11.2 27.1 81.2
n Kay It 1929 116.0 18.4 10.4 27.7 81.8

Polk May 5, 1884 116.5 17.9 10.6 27,9 77.0

This subspeoles has not previously been reported from

holser.

Fam 1 ly Thraup idae ?
Firanga erythromelas Vioillot. Scarlet Tanager.

A summer resident, breeding throughout the state. 
Most numerous in the heavily wooded areas of the south 
and east, and along the Missouri River in the west. 
Most of the observers reported it as fairly common, a
few considered it as rare.

Piranga rubra rubra (Linnaeus). Summer Tanager.
M......—r-riimntTM'T."i.r.-. >***«**«mw«  ̂ «*’Ma**W»«*’^^

Formerly a fairly rare summer resident in the south­
ern part of the state, a few records of breeding. Anderson



276

<1907) listed the record of Keyes and Williams who 
stated that during the season of 1889 it was seen at 
Des Moines, Polk County, and three nests with eggs 
were taken. Anderson listed these additional records: 
a specimen was taken by Paul Bartsch at Burlington, 
Des Moines County; during the spring of 1889; one was 
secured by B. H* Wilson in the same locality April 20, 
1899; an immature male was taken by W. G. Savage In 
Van Buren County, during 1895; it was recorded as a 
summer resident in Lee County (Praeger, Currier, and 
Berry); it was seen a few times In Marshall County 
(A. P# Godley).

Mont (1931) recorded that Lester P. Fagen found 
a pair nesting in Polk County during two or three summers 
between 1903 aid ’06. Thore is a mounted pair of these 
birds in the Coe College Museum, taken by S. H. King at 
West Liberty, Muscatine County. The female was secured 
May 14, 1880 and the male was taken during 1885, A male 
and a female in the Dwight collection, American Museum 
of Natural History, were secured by Walter G. Savage 
at Hillsboro, Henry County during 1895. The male was 
obtained June 10, and the female may 3. -

there are no recent records. Rudolf Bennitt write 
that he had no recent reports from northern Missouri.
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Family (mngiluStf ^^ ^

Rlohmondena cardlnalis cardlnalis (Linnaeus), 
^^^^p^^,^ --"•••••••-^ (^MMMW*^^

C^Sastern Cardinal,
A permanent resident, breeding in all parts of the 

state. It is a common bird in the southern two*thirds 
and along the Mississippi and Missouri River valleys, 
somewhat rare in the extreme north-central part of Iowa.

The extension of the range of this Carolinian 
species into all parts of Iowa has attracted unusual 
Interest among local bird students. The first appear­
ance of this bird was noted in the following localities: 
one was caught in a box trap at Iowa City, Johnson Coun­
ty, during February, 1882; one was reported at Des Moines, 
Polk County in 1885; Charles Ruben Keyes reported many 
observations of it in Linn County after 1901; it was 
noted in the vicinity of Sioux City, Woodbury County in 
1902 by D. H, Talbot; it was reported in Jasper County 
during the same year; in 1907 Anderson included records 
from Webster County (Somes), Jackson County (Giddings), 
and Blackhawk County (Peek); Peck stated that twenty 
years before it had been considered accidental in Black­
hawk County, but in 1906 It was frequently seen; it was
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first reported in Sac County during the winter of 
1913-’14; it appeared in Floyd County during 1916, and 
in Mitchell County the next year; Hendrickson noted 
thia bird in the extreme northwest corner of Lyon 
County during the summer of 1928; 0. S. Thomas saw it 
eight miles south of Hock Rapids, Lyon County, during 
February, 1929, and observed that in the next two years 
it moved twenty miles northward; Golden reported that 
the first record in Emmet County was in 1933. In the 
Mississippi River Valley the advance was more rapid. 
After 1914 it became a regularly established bird in 
southeastern Minnesota.

DuMont (1931) has summarized the numbers of Wiese 
birds at Des Moines, Polk County, as recorded on the 
Bird-Lore Christmas Census. In 1923 eight observers 
found thirty-six cardinals, and in 1929 seventeen ob­
servers reported one hundred and forty-nine. Spiker 
(1926) recorded that he saw thirty-seven during a half 
mile walk at Sioux City, Woodbury County, February 18, 
1924.

Hedymelea ludovlcianus (Linnaeus). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

A common summer resident, breeding throughout the
state.



279

Gulraca caerulea interfuse Dwight and Griscom 
----- - -  

'------- ' ' ' r‘ ' ' ‘ ^^^****<S*>^MMlWi^»*i«kI«iR*1w>^w*w.«''^

Western Blue Grosbeak.
A rare straggler Into the western part of the 

state. Sennett (1931) stated that it was uncommon in 
Nebraska near Sioux City. Youngworth observed a bird
of this species in Woodbury County upon three different 
occasions during 1932, but In each instance was unable 
to collect it. On June 25, he noticed a male about a

7 7'"

mile east of Sioux City. On June 
five miles northwest of the city. 
September 19. Roberts had one of

28, another was seen 
Another was noted

those birds under ob-
servatlon for fifteen minutes at Spirit Lake, Dickinson 
County, May 18, 1924. Hendrickson observed a male at 
Cedar Falls, Blackhawk County, during June, 1923. He 
stated that the large bill was seen distinctly. One of

these birds
Information

was noted at Omaha, May IS, 1926 (Letter of 
of the Nebr. Omi, Union). Swank considers

this a fairly common species in all parte of Nebraska.
A series of Nebraska skins recently examined by H. 0. 
Oberholser were determined as interfuse. The birds 
occurring in northwestern Iowa probably are of this race, 
but the Blackhawk County bird may have straggled north 
through the Mississippi Biver Valley, and may have been
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caerula. Rudolf Bennitt wrote that the latter form 
was the common one in eastern Missouri, Iowa specimens 
are greatly needed.

Passerine ayanea (Linnaeus), Indigo Bunting.^ 
^MWM«^nm*WM#mH^ W^^W0M«^^

A common summer resident, breeding in all parts 
of the state. It was reported as fairly common in 
Emmet County (Wolden), and in Dickinson County (Roberts),

Passerlna anoena (say). Lazuli Bunting.
Accidental. William Youngworth recorded (Wilson 

Bull,, XL1, p. 190) the only Iowa observation, a male 
in full breeding plumage seen within the limits of 
Sioux City, Woodbury County, Hay 20, 1929. This bunt* 
ing was studied with lO*power glasses and its charac­
teristic markings were noted. Youngworth was previously 
acquainted with this species in North Dakota, and con­
sequent l^f eels sure of his identification,

Spisa americana (Gmelin). Dickcissel.
A common summer resident, breeding In all parts of 

the state. There has been but little variation In num­
bers during the past sixty years. Allen (1868) recorded
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it as one of the most abundant birds in eastern Iowa.

Hesperiphona vespertine veapertina (Cooper). .
0 Eastern Evening Grosbeak.

An Irregular and rare winter visitor, most fre­
quently reported from the northern part of the state. 
Spiker (1924) recorded a flock of five at Ottumwa, 
Wapello County, April 24, 1911. Nauman reported that 
he had seen three in Keokuk County. Allert reported it 
as an uncommon winter visitor In Clayton County.

On the basis of records included by Anderson (1907) 
and the numerous specimens, this bird must have occurred 
in southern Iowa in much greater numbers before 1900 
than it does at the present. A series of thirteen spec­
imens was examined by J, Van Tyne, who determined them 
all as veapertina. One of them, a male, No. 12595, in 
Dwight collection, American Museum of Natural History, 
was taken by Walter G. Savage at Hillsboro, Henry Coun­
ty, December 2, 1898. J. T. Zimmer wrote that it was 
close to brooksi, but not quite typical of it. a male 
taken in Linn County during February, 1904, has a yellow 
frontal stripe measuring 6.5. A male taken in Johnson 
County during March, 1887 has a frontal stripe of 6.9.
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Carpodacus purpureas purpureus (Gmelin), p 
< Eastern Purple Finch.

A fairly common migrant in the eastern part of 
the state and an uncommon migrant in the western part. 
It is an uncommon winter resident In the southern por­
tion of Iowa and irregular or rare in the north. Ander­
son (1907) recorded that a nest was found by David L. 
Savage near Salem* Henry County, June 2, 1892. This is 
the only breeding record.

Jlinlcola enucleator leuaura (Muller). ^ 
Canadian Pine Grosbeak.

A very rare winter visitor. Anderson (1907) 
stated that it occasionally appeared as a straggler 
in winter. A summary of the county records that he 
listed It as follows: during the winter of 1878-’79 
a few small flocks were seen at Charles City, Floyd 
County (Keyes and Williams, 1889); three were seen by 
J. W, Lindley during the winter of 1883-’84 in Mitchell 
County: Gomes reported a few in winter in Webster Coun­
ty; Peck reported it as a rare autumn and spring visiter 
In Hardin County; Herbert Osborn recorded that one 
specimen was taken at Ames, Story County, December 23, 
1889; Giddings stated that on December 1, 1903 two males
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were shot at the mouth of the Maquoketa River, <jaok- 
son County, and that one of them was sent to him.

DuMont (1931) recorded that Lester P. Fagen saw 
four or five of these birds in Polk County during the 
winter of 1904, Fenton (1923-24) stated that he ob­
served a flock of eight at Charles City, Floyd County, 
January 5, 1918. Spiker (1926) recorded observations 
of single birds at Sioux City, Woodbury County, Octo­
ber 24 and 31, and November 25, 1922. On November 2, 
1924 a group of people from the Sioux City Bird Club 
observed a male north of Stone Park in Plymouth Coun­
ty (Wilson Bull., XXXV11, p. 41). Wolden reported it 
as a very rare winter visitor in Emmet County. Spiker 
listed it as rare in Chickasaw County.

The only specimen is one in the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Sciences collected during the winter 
in Mitchell County, ThOre is no further data.

Leucostict© tephrocotls tephrocotis (Swainson). 
^-Mj(WM,|-ia^#w.****»«u«w«H«*<e»^*^tf*^.^7*v..1M^MeMJ»o^.«j^Xf*fr^ *

Gray-crowned Rosy Finch.
Accidental in Iowa, Anderson (1907) stated that 

the only definite record he had found was that of 
D. H. Talbot, at Sioux City, who stated that in February, 
1883, (an extremely cold month) several specimens were 
captured by boys in the western part of the city.
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Talbot described (Bull. Nuttall Omi. Club, Vlll, 
pp. 240-248) in detail the breeding plumage of one of 
these birds which he kept in captivity* There are no 
specimens*

Acanthis linaria linaria (Linnaeus). Common Redpoll.
An irregular winter visitor, occasionally appear­

ing in considerable numbers* All observers in the 
southern part of the state have reported it as rare. 
Golden listed it as a common winter resident in Emmet 
County*

£canthis linaria rostrate (Coues). Greater Redpoll.
A very rare winter straggler. J. H. Brown re­

corded (Iowa $ml., II, p. 50) that he shot three 
Greater Redpolls at Iowa City, Jo|mson County, on 
January 11, 1896 and one on January 13. He believed 
them to be undoubtedly of this variety. There is a 
record in the files of the U. S. Biological Survey of 
nine specimens taken January 18, and 25, 1896 In John­
son County. They were determined as rostrata by A. K. 
Fisher. The present looation of these specimens is
not known.
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Spinus pinus pinus (Wilson). Northern Pine Siskin.
An uncommon and erratic migrant, and an Irregular 

winter visitor, occasionally appearing in considerable 
numbers. There are several sporadic nesting records 
in Woodbury County. It was recorded by Roberts as a 
migrant only In Dickinson County. Spiker (1924) furnish­
ed the most southerly record, April 18, 1913 and March 
24, 1914 In Wapello County. Gabrielsen (1919) recorded 
that from May 13 to 18, 1914 they were present by the 

thousands in Marshall County.
The first Iowa breeding record was secured by 

W# J. Hayward at Sioux City, Woodbury County, April 13, 
1914 (Wilson Bull., XXVI, p. 140). Mrs. Marie Dales 
found a nest in the same locality April 3, 1926. A 
heavy storm blew it down before the eggs were laid. 
May 20, 1928, another nest was seen by Mrs. Dales at 
Sioux City. One young Was successfully reared. Young­
worth (1931) recorded that there had been several nest® 
ing records of the siskin in Sioux City since 1926.

Spinus tristis trietis (Linnaeus). Eastern Goldfinch. 
A fairly common permanent resident in the southern 

part of the state, less numerous in the north. During 
the summer it is a very common breeding bird throughout 

the state.
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A small series of specimens from Woodbury County 
was examined by J. Van Tyne, who determined them all 
as trlstis. With sufficient collecting, palIldus 
should be found as a migrant in the western part of 

the state.

Lox la aj|*X^ ywilla Glegtr# Red crossbill.
An irregular winter and spring visitor oooasionally 

appearing in small flocks in the northern part of the 
state, rare in the southern half. Spiker (1926) re­
corded that it was unusually common^in/Woodbury Coun­
ty during the winter of 1923-*24. Widmann (1907) 
recorded that five specimens had been collected at 
Keokuk, Lee County* Spiker (1924) listed it in 
Wapello County, Youngworth recorded (Iowa Bird Life, 
I, p. 47) two seen September 29, 1931, in Woodbury 

County,
On the basis of specimens examined this race 

appears to visit Iowa less frequently than Bendire*# 
Crossbill, a Rooky Mountain subspecies. Measurements 
of six specimens of pusIlla are as follows:
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atCounty Date Sex Wing Tail Exposed Heiglit
•ulmen base

Johnson Nov. 26, 1887 male 86.4 49.5 15.0 8.4

Woodbury Dot * 4, 1900 male 72.9 45.0 17.3 8.6
Dallas Mar. 23, 1895 female 88.9 WWW 17.1 8.4

a R 9 r female 85.6 *• — 15.2 8.9
ft R ft H female 83.3 WM» 16.3 8.9

Johnson Nov. 26 f 1887 female 84.1 47.5 13/5 7.9

Lox la curvirostra bendIrei Ridgway.
Bendire’s Crossbill »w«wmwiwws®

Twelve specimens of this Rocky Mountain form have
been examined. Five wore collected in Woodbury bounty,
three In Webster County, one in Poweshiek County, two 
in Johnson County, and one In Jackson County. The latter
was taken at Sabula, the most easterly town in Iowa.
This would indicate a statewide distribution.

Measurements of the twelve specimens of bendirei
are as follows:
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County Date Sex Wing Tail Exposed 
culmen

Height 
base

Woodbury Feb. 17, 1886 male 90.7 51.6 18.5 9.4
w * « tt male 88.9 52*6 17.0 8/6

Webster Nov. 1891 male 91.7 54.4 17.3 9.9
ft • w a male 88,9 50.8 17.3 9.4

Poweshiek —«- «* •ew male 91.4 53.3 17.3 9.1

Woodbury Feb. 17. 1886 female 87.9 50.0 19.3 8.9
w ri It M female 33.8 46.2 17.3 ***»
w W • W *•■# 86.4 47.2 18.5 8.9

Webster NOV* 1891 female 88.9 •0.8 16.8 9.1

Johnson Jan* 1889 female 92.2 54.9 17.5 9.4
it Nov. 26, 1886 female 84.8 50.8 17.0 8.6

Jackson WK* * *»w female 83.8 ***** 16.0 — w

Loxia leuooptera Gael in* White-winged Crossbill*
A rare winter visitor. A summary of the records 

listed by Anderson (1907) is as follows: Guy C. Rich re­
ported it as an uncommon winter resident in Woodbury 
County; P4« Eh Halvorsen observed it during the fall of 
1900 at Iowa Falls, Hardin County; one collected by C. 
K* Salisbury in Blackhawk bounty about 1902; George H. 
Barry secured one in Linn County during the winter of 
1893; J. T. Faintin noted a flock that summered at Iowa



289

City, Johnson County, in 1885; Walter 8, Savage identi­
fied one that was shot in Van Buren County, about 1896; 
William Savage aaw one In the same county in 1881; 
Lynds Jones reported it as a rare winter visitor in 
Poweshiek County; Herbert Osborn considered it rare at 
Ames, Story County; I. ». frostier reported it as an 
irregular winter visitor In Pottawattamie and Mills 
counties,

Stephens (1920) recorded that small flocks of 
eight or ten were seen each day by Miss Ada B. Wendell 
at Smithland, Woodbury County, from December 10, 1919—- 
throughout the winter. DuMont (1931) stated that Lester 
P. Fagen had two records for Polk County. Notes from 
the files of the U. S. Biological Survey are as follows: 
one was noted by G. IC. Salisbury at Reinbeck, Grundy 
County, July 27, 1896; one was found dead by Leroy 
Titus weeks at Emmetsburg, Palo Alto County, November 
27, 1920. Allert has a male in his collection taken at 
Giard, Clayton County, November 22, 1926.

Pipilo *?Zt>hr<^ht]^^ (Linnaeus).
-Red-eyed Towhee, 

^A common migrant and a common summer resident through
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out the state, somewhat less numerous as a breeder in 
northoentraX towa. Anderson (1907) listed several 
wintering records. It has recently been noted during the 
winter in Woodbury and Polk counties.

Plpilo maculatus aroticus (Swainson). Arctic Towhee.
An uncommon migrant in the Missouri Biver Valley 

region. The only Iowa records are from the northwestern 
corner of the state. Youngworth recorded (Wilson Bull, 
XL111, p. 223) a specimen collected in either Woodbury 
County, Iowa or Union County, South Sakota, during the 
spring of 1931. He also recorded (Iowa Bird Life, II, 
p. 52) that October 18, 1928 was the latest date that 
he had observed this species at Sioux City. A male and 
a female In Youngworth’s collection were taken at Hin­
ton, Plymouth County, October 9, 1931. a male in the 
T. C. stephens collection was secured by Youngworth in 
Plymouth County. It was noted at Omaha, Nebraska, May 
4, 1929 (Letter of Information df the Nebr. Ornl. Union).

Calamospiza mclanocorys Stejneger. Lark Bunting.
A rare and irregular migrant in the northwestern 

part of the state (Bennett), A summary of the records
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given by Anderson (1907) is as follows: Audubon re­
corded that Bell killed two of these birds on ’’Black­
bird’s Hill**, Harrison County, May 15, 1843; John 
Krider collected two in Winnebago County during the 
spring of 1875; I. s. "frostier reported it as a scarce 
summer resident in Pottawattamie County; George H.
Berry shot two males in Sioux County during 1890; 
Guy 0. Rich collected a male near Sioux City, Woodbury 
County, June 6, 1897, and noted another May 21, 1901.

Concerning the recant history of this bird, Walter 
W, Bennett wrote as follows: "From 1908 to 1925 there 
seemed to be none of them near Sioux City, Iowa, and I 
am told that their absence dated from about the nine­
ties. Dr. Thomas 0* Roberts thinks it reappeared in 
1927, at least in Pipestone County, Minnesota, but my 
records indicate It began to be seen in the ^ioux City 
area after May 17, 1925 when T. r. ; nrdoch and I saw 
one near Brown’s Lake. It was found soon afterwards by 
3. A,Fields at Marcus, Cherokee County, and by other Ob* 
servers, although never more than two or three were 
seen at a time, none nesting.”

Spurrell recorded (Wilson Bull., XXX111, p. 126)
observations in Sac County, May 19, 1908 and May 9 and
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22, 1914. A. B. Darling recorded (Ibid, XXXIX, p. 170) 
one seen at Anthon, Woodbury County, June 5, 1927, 
Roberts stated (ibid, XL, p. 50) that large numbers 
were seen during the breeding season of 1927 at 
Gitchie Manito State Parte, extreme northwestern Lyon 
County. Hendrickson reported that a few were observed 
in the same locality during the summer of 1928. The 
writer has seen no Iowa specimens.

Passerculus sandwichensis savanna (Wilson), ^^^^gjjy^^ .-M^^^^MW^^ *‘!***’?WmW^^
Eastern Savannah Sparrow.

A fairly common migrant in all parts of the state, 
reported by a few observers as a common migrant, Ander­

’ w- . ^*>™h‘^'W!^u -:^^*f'^.^\ ''#^ ■
son (1907) listed reports of it as a summer resident 
in Woodbury, Polk, Poweshiek, Mahaska, Decatur, Van 
Buren, and Jackson counties. It has recently been re* 
corded as a breeder in the following localities: Chick­
asaw County (Spiker); Hamilton County (DuMont); Dick­
inson County (Roberts).

A small series of specimens from central Iowa were 
Identified by H. 0# Oborholser as typical savanna.
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Passerculus sandwlchensis novadensis Grinnell. 7 
—------— J3Z7===®==^^ '

^Nevada Savannah Sparrow.
A rare migrant in Iowa. A single specimen, No. 

22800 In the University of Iowa Museum, was secured 
by R. ’ . Anderson at Iowa City, Johnson County, May 13, 
1901* This specimen was identified by H. C, Oberholser 
a* aloudInus. He stated that it should be so-named 
because nevadensic la properly a synonym of alaudinus. 
Therefore nevadensis should disappear from the liter­
ature. However, the rearrangement of these names has 
not been approved by the A. 0. U. Committee on Nomen­
clature, and until such a time as they are it seems 
advisable to follow the last Check-List.

This subspecies has not heretofore been recorded 

from Iowa.

Aamodramus savannarum australis Maynard. - 
G Eastern Grasshopper SparrowG ”~

Some form of Grasshopper Sparrow is a common 
summer resident, breeding throughout the state. Ander­
son (1907) listed two specimens as biraaculatus that 
were determined as per pal 1 iduo^imacul atus by Robert
Ridgway. One of these specimens, a male. No. 22961
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In the University of Iowa Museum, was collected by 
Anderson at Forest City, Winnebago Gounty, June 3, 1893. 
It was recently examined by J, Van Tyne who stated that 
while it was rather larger, in color it belonged definite­
ly in their series of australis. The second specimen, 
Mo. 22962 in the same collection, was taken by Anderson 
at Forest City, October 5, 1894. Being in fall plumage 
and incomparable with breeding specimens it was not 
Identified by Van Tyne. A series of five adult males, 
one adult female, and two immature contained in the 
Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor, Michigan, was secured by 
"Lutheran and Peet during the summer of 1907 In Clay and 
Palo Alto counties. Van Tyne wrote that these seemed to 
be australis,and that two were so identified by H. C. 
Oberholser. A spring adult, No. 1580 in the Coe college 
Museum, probably taken in Linn County, and a breeding 
male, NO. 101 in the writer’s collection, which was se­
cured in Polk County, June 6, 1932 were both Identified 
by Van Tyne as australis. Both of these are identical 
in coloration with breeding males from Connecticut.

There is a series of four specimens from Mitchell 
County, collected during July 29 and 30, and August 2, 
1879, and three specimens from Dickinson County secured 
during July, 1881 now in the Philadelphia Academy of
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Natural Sciences. All were collected by W, L. Abbott. 
Wither Stone identified then all as ^aHidus-M; 
maculatua. A male In the Dwight collection, American 
Museum of Natural History, was taken by Walter G. Savage 
at Hillsboro, Henry County, April 36, 1895. It was 
identified by the writer as bimaculatue. Four spec* 
imene in the collection at Iowa State College, were 
taken by Charles Rollin Keyes at Des Moines, Polk 
County, during April, 1384, *85, and *86. These were 
determined as bjmaculatus by the writer, A male, No. 
25184 in the University of Iowa Museum, was secured b 
L. L. Snyder at Iowa City, Johnson County, April 19, 
1917. It is definitely bjmaculatus.

Ammodramus savannarum blmaculatus Swainson. ^^-^^^^ -----«--~-^^
CWestern Grasshopper Sparrow.

Apparently a common summer resident in various 
parte of Iowa. For a discus ion of its distribution 
and abundance see "Eastern Grasshopper Sparrow."

Jtasserherbulus caudaontus (Latham). > 
Leconte’s Sparrow. ,

An uncommon migrant in all parts of the state.
There are numerous specimens. There Is no satisfactory
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evidence that it has ever bred in the state. This 
bifd normally arrives during the last of March or early 
in April, or at least a month before the Nelson’s 
Sparrow, a species with which It may be confused.

Passerherbulus hwnslowi henslowi (Audubon). 7 ^•^MMMMfHIMNMIMtffiMimMW^^ WW‘*'!*WW^^ T*^*«J‘^*«“A^^ _ . ^ -'
- Western Henslow’s Sparrow.

A fairly rare migrant. The only recent report 
of this bird during the summer was furnished by Spiker 
who reported it as rare in Chickasaw County. The re­
port by Fenton (1923-*24) that is a tolerably common 
summer resident throughout Floyd County must be con­
sidered as an exaggeration. There are no recent breed­
tUg records.

Either this bird has been overlooked by present 
observers or it has decreased considerably in numbers 
during recent years. Anderson (1907) recorded it as a 
tolerably common summer resident and listed it from 
the following localities: western Iowa, less common 
than grasshopper sparrow (Allen, 1868); Decatur and 
Mahaska counties, common and breeding (Tripps, 1872); 
Grundy County, one nest, female shot in 1899 (Bingaman); 
Lee County, sunsnar resident (Preager and Currier);
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Linn County, tolerably common summer resident, ten 
pairs breeding in 1900 (Berry); Poweshiek, summer 
resident (Kelsey and Lynds Jones).

Thore is a mounted specimen in the University of 
Iowa Museum, taken by Frank Bond at Tiffin, Johnson 
County. A juvenile collected by Rutlievan in Clay 
County, August 29, 1907 Is in the Museum of Eoology, 

Ann Arbor, Michigan,

C^c/a^^ euZemt
Ammospiza omw^aartWttt (Wilson). Nelson’s Sparrow.

Reported as a migrant only in Iowa, Anders on (1907) 
stated that Paul Bartsch took an adult male at Iowa 
City, Johnson County, October 12, 1894. A male and a 
female In the University of Iowa Museum, were collected 
by a. a. Anderson near Iowa City, May 27, 1904.

Bennett (1931) recorded it as a rare migrant in
the Sioux City region, and mentioned that a specimen 
had been taken by Guy C. Rich. DuMont (1931) listed it 
as an uncommon migrant in Polk County, It was noted 
there once in the spring, May 27, 1929, and eight fall 
records ranged from August 30 to October 18* The writer 
observed one in Dallas County, June 12, 1928, The late­
ness of the date suggested breeding, but no nest was
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found Rosen© found thia bird in Boone County* May 
15* 1933. A specimen in the museum bf Iowa State 
Teachers College, was collected by C. W* Walters 
at Cedar Falls, Blackhawk County, Kay 21, 1900.

It is the opinion of the writer that Nelson’s 
Sparrow is a regular and moderately common migrant 
through Iowa, and may be found breeding. It is prob­
ably overlooked by most bird students because of its 
late date of arrival (usually after May 20), and be­
cause of its habit of remaining along the water’s edge 
in marshes and sloughs.

Pooewetes gramineus gramineus (Gmelin), n 
^MNtftatt^ttM*Mt0WR^l^  ̂ **S*«M«WMftc»i*fi|>L*att  ̂ IfMlMiNii^^

^Eastern Vesper Sparrow.
A common migrant, a common summer resident in the 

northern half of the state, leas numerous in the south­
ern part. One bird was noted in Folk County* during 
December , 1988. A email series of skins was examined 
by H. C» Oberholser who determined them as jSEamincus,.

ak^?sl«» ®t$5^^ !BSJS ?5^! ^ 
C-Eastern Lark Sparrow.

A common summer resident in the western two-thirds 
of the state, uncommon in the eastern portion. It was
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unreported from a few of the heavily wooded localities 
in eastern and southeastern Iowa. All specimens ex­
amined were referable to this race, although strigatus 
is a migrant through the Missouri River Valley.

Junco hyemalls hyemalls (Linnaeus). 7 MSMSMMMMM ’*<^.**^<6*^^
^^^1S1^W8fcW«M»«*B^WW**e*»^^

C Slate-colored Junco.
An abundant migrant and a common winter resident 

in all parts of the state. A large proportion of the 
migrant Juncos pass south of Iowa to winter, but flocks 
of considerable size remain, especially in the southern 
part.

The writer has seen no lows specimen of junco 
which was not clearly hyemalis. There are numerous 
sight records reported as "Montana Junco” which prob­
ably are based on pinksided female hyemalis, and not 
to the black-headed, brownish-backed Juaco ore game, 
A race of the latter apooles, Shufeldt’s Junco, j^. 
shufeldti Coals, has been recorded as a regular mi­
grant in eastern Nebraska, with several records at 
Omaha. ^* E. Praeger collected one on the Illinois 
side of the Mississippi River, across from Keokuk, 
December IS, 1892, It was identified at the American 
Museum of Natural History as shufeldti.
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Splzella arborea arborea (Wilson). > 

C*Eastern Tree Sparrow.

A common winter resident throughout the state. 
Twe^-three specimens, including eight from Sioux 

City, were identified by H. C. Oberholser as this 
subspecies*

Splzella arborea ochracea Brewster* 
O Western Tree Sparrow.

A fairly common migrant in all parts of Iowa* 
Twelve specimens examined by H* C» Oberholser and 
determined as ochraeoa, were secured in the following 
localities: Sioux City, Woodbury County, three males; 
Blue Lake, Monona Cow-’ ■ one, sex not recorded; Jas­
per County, a female, Poweshiek County, one, sex not 
recorded; Iowa City, Johnson County, two males; Cedar 
Rapids, Linn County, two females; Giard, Clayton Conn- 
ty, one male. This subspecies has not been recorded be 
fore from low®*

Spizell ■ crlna passerine (Bcchsteln). '■***"*****^^ "•**,**,*»^^ ^jrtsew«»»»»w<ii«^^
Eastern Chipping Sparrow.

A oo’ bon summer resident, breeding throughout the
state. It was reported by a few observers as abundant.
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Spizella pallida (Swainson). Clay-colored Sparrow. Willi»MlSH^W»Xi^^ »w^W*^»<^*W!W»**!W> , '
A fairly common migrant. Anderson (1907) listed 

it as a rare migrant in most localities in eastern 
Iowa, and tolerably common in the central and western 
part. He recorded breedin records for Winnebago, 
Kossuth, and Jackson counties.

Allert reported it as a common migrant in Clayton 
County, Bennett and Youngworth noted it as a common 
migrant in the Sioux City region, a few observers re­
ported it as rare. The only recent breeding record 
was furnished F, L. B, Roberts who reported it as nest­
ing at Estherville, Samet County. Roberts (1932) re­
corded it as an abundant summer resident In Minnesota, 
breeding throughout that state.

Splzella pueilla pusHid (Wilson). -^ 
Eastern Field Sparrow.

A common summer resident, breeding In all parts 
of the state. There is one winter record reported from 
Polk County (DuMont, 1931),

Splzella pusilia arenacea Chadbourne. 
(S^estern Field Sparrow.

A migrant in Iowa. Three specimens were identified 
by J. Van Tyne. These are: a male in Youngworth’s
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collection, secured by him In Woodbury County, April 
17, 1931; a female, Ho. 1494 in the Coe College 
Museum, taken by Kubichek at Amana, Iowa County Octo­
ber 20, 1928; a female, NO. 568 in Allert’s collection, 
secured by him at Glard, Clayton County, October 15, 
1931. This is the first record of this subspecies in 

Iowa,

Zonotriohia guerula (Nuttall). Harris’s Sparrow.
A common migrant in all parts of the state.

Apparently this bird has become more numerous as a 
migrant in eastern Iowa since 1907. Anderson recorded 
it rare or irregular In the eastern third of the state. 
It was recently reported as a common migrant in Clay­
ton County (Allert), Chickasaw County (Spiker), and 
Floyd County (Fenton). Pierce (1930) noted it as a 
fairly regular migrant in Buchanan County. Nauman re­
ported it as a fairly common migrant in Keokuk County^ 
All observers in the western two-thirds of the state 
report it as a common migrant. DuMont (1931) listed 
five winter dates for Polk Co nty, weir R. Milla noted 
one at Pierson, Woodbury County, December 27, 1927. 
Stephens (1918) listed several wintering records from 
Woodbury County. Youngworth (1931) noted one In the 
same locality, December 5, 1926.



303

lenotrichia leucophrys leucojta^s (Forster). ■> 
■ 'Ghite-crowned sparrow.

A fairly common rd Grant In all parts of the state. 
It appears in numbers about equal with Z., 1, gaabtiH, 
although the latter is somewhat more-numerous in west­
ern Iowa. There are numerous specimens*

Zonotrlchla leucophrys gam-Mil (Wttalh ^ 
Gumbel’s Sparrow*

A fairly common migrant, most numerous in the 
western part of the state. Anderson (1907) listed sev­
eral spool,mens, I* F. frostier considered it a common 
migrant in Pottawattamie and rills bounties* Roberts 

reported that at a banding station at Spirit Lake, 
Dickinson County , more Gambol’s Sparrows than White- 
crowned Sparrows were taken*

Ok

ZonotrlohV alblcollls (Gmelin). White-throated sparrow.
An abundant migrant throughout the state* A sin­

gle winter record is from Folk County.

?asserella iliaca iliaca (Merrem), K 
.Eastern For ^porruw.

A SiMMn migrant in all parts of the state. One 
wintering record is from Polk County.
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Meloapha lincolnl lincolnl (Audubon), —5
• Lincoln*# Spanrow.

A common migrant in all portions of Iowa. A 

single winter record is from Poll? County.

|"—Melospi## gjMwrgiana C^tha®^» Swamp Sparrow.
A common migrant throughout the state. Anderson 

(1907) recorded it as a rar® summer resident in Dickin­
son. Kossuth, Winnebago, Winneshiek, Boone, Jackson, 
Linn, and Lee counties. There are no recent reports
of breeding, Spurrell (1921) stated that it was a 
common migrant and breeder in Sae County, and that 
during the nesting season its clear song was a very 
pleasing feature of the marshes that it frequented. 
However, he did not mention the finding of any nests. 
Roberts (1932) recorded it as a common summer resident 
in all parts of Minnesota, therefore It might be found

in northern Iowa.

Melosplza melodia beata Bangs 
Mississippi Song Sparrow.

A very common migrant, a summer resident, breeding
throughout the state, except perhaps in the northwestern 
part. It is an uncommon permanent resident in the
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southern half of Iowa and it has been noted infrequent* 
ly durins the winter in the northern portion. It has 
not been determined whether the breeding bird in 
southern Iowa Is actually a permanent resident or whether, 
during the winter, it is replaced by the migrant, 
Juddi. There is no evidence that the Eastern Song 
Sparrow, He loop'.ga n, melodiq Bilson), occurs In the 

state.
As the result of a study of fifty-eight specimens 

by ’I. C. Oberholser, Roberts (1932) listed the breeding 
song sorrow in Minnesota as juddi. There appears to 
be no consideration given to beats, which, according 
to the A, 0, U. Check-List, 4th Edition, occupies the 
entire Mississippi Valley region.

A aeries of skins was examined by J. Van Tyne who 
determined the six Iowa breeding birds as beats. These 
were taken in Allamakee, Linn, Johnson, Iowa, and 
Marshall counties. Three others, not examined by 
Vanjihe, were identified by the writer as beats. They 

were from Johnson and Poweshiek counties. No breeding 
specimens were available from northern or western Iowa. 
Llien sufficient material is examined, Juddi will prob­
ably be found as a breeder in these areas, at least
in the northwestern part. Fall specimens were not
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determined by Van Tyne# as the plumage at that time 
of year is considerably different from that of the 
breeding season* <

Melospisa nolodia juddi Bishop. -^ 
■ - Dakota Song Sp* ;.

A common migrant in all parts of Iowa, and prob* 
ably a summer resident in the northwestern part. J. 
Van Tyne identified the following specimens of juddi 
from Iowa: a male, Karch 27, 1932, Clayton County; a 
male, April 17, 1925, Linn County; a male, Karch 27, 
1992, Johnson County. A male taken at McCook Lake, 
Onion County, South Dakota, April 16, 1931, was de­
termined as ^uddi. -wo specimens identified by the 
writer were collected by L. . Dillard in Jasper Coun­
ty, April 6, 1896. A specimen in the Stephens collection 
was secured by Arthur h. Abel at Sioux City, Woodbury 
County, May 4, 1918. It was identified by H. C. Ober* 
hoi • ^.J^ which might be considered the breeding
form in that area.
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Rhynchophanos ®c°o^nl Clarence). McCown’s Longspun. 
A rare migrant. Anderson (1907) [Stated that I. S.

Trostler reported It as acomon alaMM In Pottawattamie 
County* Trostler said that he had identified specimens, 
which he had collected, to be McCown’s Longspun. Lynds 
Jones recorded (Wilson Bull.,IV, p. 8?) that a flock of 
twenty was seen at Grinnell, Poweshiek County, March 3, 
1037. Roberts (1932) recorded that it was once a common 
summer resident along the southwestern border of Minne­
sota. It disappeared from there entirely about 1900.
There ore no Iowa apocimens

esjssaa MMatte Basiss amnMu.).
7=7 Lapland Langspur.

A common winter resident throughout the prairie 
regions of the state, frequently it has been noted in 
flocks containing several thousand birds. It has been 
noted as somewhat less numerous in northern Iowa during 
midwinter, and appearing In numbers during the migratory 
periods, November and Karch. No specimen of the Alaska 
Longspur, C,.L alascens is Ridgway. has been found among 
the Iowa material.
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Calarius plctus (Swainson). Smith*® Longspun.
A somewhat rare and Irregular late fall or early 

spring migrant, occasionally appearing in numbers. It 
has been noted during the winter In southern Iowa. There 
are a number of recent observations. DuMont (1931) 
recorded that there was a male and a female in the Keyes 
collection, Iowa State College, taken in Polk County, 
April 18, 1885. A male in the University of Iowa Museum 
was taken at the same time. One in the museum at Iowa 
state Teachers College was taken by Harry Fields at 
Cedar Falls, Blackhawk County, April 22, 1899. Five 
specimens in the Coe College Museum were collected by 
Kubichek at Amana, Iowa County during April, 1928 and 
1929.

Calcarius ornatus (Townsend). 
Chestnut-collared Lonsspur.

A fairly rare migrant in the western part of the 
state. Anderson (1907) listed it from Howard, Linn, 
Van Buren, Poweshiek, Jefferson, Pottawattamie, and 
Winnebago counties. He stated that M. Sarle Halverson 
shot one at Forest City, Winnebago County, in 1903.

lynds Jones recorded (Wilson Bull., IV, p. 27) 
that during 1887 several hundred remained for several
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weeks at Grinnell, Poweshiek County. Spurrell (1919) 
recorded two seen at Wall Lake, Sao County, during the 
fall of 1912. Fenton (1923-*24) recorded that a spec­
imen taken at Charles City, Floyd County, and contained 
in the Miles collection, was identified as this species 
by B. H. Bailey. Solden reported that he observed a 
large flock of these birds In Emmet Co nty late in the 
winter of 1932-*33. He wrote that he was able to make 
out the whitish throats and the dark breasts, although 
the birds were not in full breeding plumage. The writer 
has examined no Iowa specimens.

Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis (Linnaeus). > 
^ Eastern Snow Bunting*

An uncommon and irregular winter visitor in the 
northern part of the state, rarely noted in the southern 
part. There are several specimens.
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HYPOTHETICAL LIST"

The eighteen species contained In this list have
been placed here because of insufficient evidence for 
inclusion in the body of the paper. A few of these 
have been reported from adjoining states, and might 
be expected in Iowa.

Dendrocygna

f. l. a*

F^*^*^^^

blcolor heIva Wetmore and Peters
Fulvus Tree Duck

Roberts recorded (Wilson Bull*, XLIV,
p* 180) that in the fall of 1951 a duck was shot by a 
Hr. Wendell of Esther-vllle, which was probably this
species. It was taken
who stated that it was
about twice as long as
in color; its bill was

to F. P. Hopkins of Spirit Lake, 
shot from a tree; Ite legs were
those of a teal, and blue-black 
short, dark and somewhat broad.

The rest of the description fitted this species. Un­
fortunately it was not preserved.

Paul L. Errington reported that Frank Harnetts 
had told him of watching a Fulvus Tree Duck on Spirit 
Lake, from a distance of only a few feet. Presumably
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this was about ths same time as the occurrence men­
tioned above, although no date was noted*

Hobarts (1933) recorded a field identification 
of two seen in Lincoln County, Minnesota by W. J. 
Breckenridge on May 34, 1929.

Anas rubripes tristls Brewster. Common Black Duck.
All of the Black Duck records for Iowa were re­

corded by Anderson (1907) as Anax^l2M££~ 
However, subsequent examination of several of the speci­
mens listed by Anderson prove, in each case, that the 

bird is referable to ^.£,.X^1R?JU
J. A. Allen (1868) recorded that the Black Duck 

was not uncommon in summer in western Iowa, along the 
rivers and in the grassy ponds. It is possible that in 
earlier days the Black Duck occasionally bred, or at 
least was a summer resident in the state. If that were 
true, certainly those birds would have been the Common 
Black Duck.

harcer penelope (Linnaeus), Jnropeen Widgeon.
This bird has been recorded from Minnesota (1929 

and 1931), Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, and Wisconsin. 
It might be expected to occur here.
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Glauclonetta islandica (Gmelin), Barrow’s Golden-eye, 
Thore is no satisfactory evidence for including 

this species, Anderson (1907) recorded a specimen in 
the University of low Museum, taken by Robert E, Leach 
at Independence, October 11, 1892 and identified by 
C, 0, Nutting, A recent examination has shown this to 
be a female G, ...cl.angu21a. amerlcana, Anderson listed 
several field observations none of which were sufficient­
ly satisfactory as to establish a record.

Roberts (1932) recorded that the specimen from 
Fillmore County, Minnesota, listed by Hatch (Birds of 

: inn,, 1892) proved to be SxJLJ^l^

Family ^aU^ -
lonornls marUnica (Linnaeus).

C Purple Gallinule/ " 

Anderson (1907) stated that it was listed by J. A, 
Allan, and that John Krider found it breeding in Iowa, 
A specimen taken by Morton E, peek in Blackhawk County, 
was listed. Peck recently wrote that this bird was ob­
served, not collected. He stated that he did not doubt 
the correctness of the identification.
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Family (^col^paoldae) .
Numeniue amerioanus occldentalis Woodhouse.

Northern Curlew.
H. C. Oberholser recorded (Auk, XXXV, p* 194) 

two Iowa specimens as referable to this poorly defined 
subspecies. One specimen had no more definite locality 
than "IowaM, the other was from Chariton, Lucas County, 
Karch 21,—. Oberholser wrote that he had been unablejto 
trace the location of these two specimens.

^l^FA® 155J122 F^fus C^ils&tO# American Knot.
Anderson (1907) placed this bird in his hypo­

thetical list. It was listed by J. A. Allen, and John 
Krider stated that he had found it during Hay in northern 
Iowa. It has occurred in all the states surrounding 
Iowa and might be collected here*

Family ^halaropodldae '
Phelaropus fulloarius (Linnaeus). Bed Phalarope. . 
^m^^wm,,^**®***—«O^^ <iii«**«WWl&Wta«^^ ■ '

This species was listed by J. A. Allen (White *s 
Geol. of Iowa, 1870). Anderson (1907) listed a report
by George H, Berry from Sioux County. There are no Iowa
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specimens* T. 0. Stephens recorded (Wilson Bull., 
XXVI11, n. 92) a specimen taken In Union County, South 
Dakota, November 23, 1912. It was secured but a few 
miles west of Sioux City, Iowa. । | .«

Family(str1gidae
Surnia ulula oaparoch Cruller). American Hawk Owl# t~jd*e^ft»<**‘WW <»iiw«ftiw^^ ^*^:^W',SW.^&^

Anderson (1907) listed it an the basis of a state­
ment try George H. Berry that he had taken one specimen
In Iowa, and had observed ono^December, 1903, near Cedar 
Rapid#, Linn County. The latter was not secured. The 
writer has been unable to find a specimen.

Cryptoglaux funerea richardsoni (Bonaparte). -^
— Richardson’s Owl

This species was placed in the hypothetical list 
by Anderson (1907). He stated that it had been reported 
from Linn and /ebster counties, but that no specimens 
had been taken.

Family (^urdidae) 
uyloolchla fuseeseens fuscescens (Stephens). Veery.

All records of Hylocjchla fuscescens In Iowa were
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referred to this race by Anderson (1907), and 
sailcicala was placed In his hypothetical list, A 
recent study of specimens shows that the opposite is 
true. Certain specimens appear to be more or less 
intermediate. A typical example of fuseescene might 
be taken,

Wadestes townsendi (Audubon), Townsend’s Solitaire, *i*®*»i»»*a*<*^^ ■^*we#»w*^ffw»^
Anderson (1907) placed this bird in his hypo™ 

thetiaal list. He noted occurrences In Illinois and 
Nebraska, but none in Iowa. Roberts (1932) recorded 
three occurrences in Minnesota# one of them being of 
a male taken by G. H, Leudtke eight miles southeast 
of Fairmont, Martin County, November 30# 1916. This 
locality la tat a r« MU. from IM Iowa line, one 
was seen at Omaha, Nebraska, March 4, 1926 (Letter of 
Information of the Nobr. Orni, Union).

^—-^^ m<4 >^
Family ^anii^Jp v

Lanius ludovlcianus excubitorides Swainson, •»m*ll(|l„W(IU"»,'W WTMWWWnWIMMratWMmM^ *Ma»MMflMM4M'M*MK^^ .^^^.^-^^ ^■*^’***’<*'**^'
c^lSito-nimped Shrike.

The records of L^usJ^oviei^^ as recorded by
Anderson (1907) were somewhat confused. Migrans had



316

been described but a few years before. It Is doubt­
ful now how many of those record# referred to excub1- 
toridee. Specimen# recently examined all proved to be 
mi grans, No specimens of excubitprides have been found,

Family ®5® illidaej
Hedymeles melanocephalus papago Oberholser. - 
W8WWM».«W^W^ ***-**<*»^m(iHWMlfc-(^(*iu«<»*»**^^ ' ^**-»^»«w‘*-«*w

C^Beiiqr .Mountain Grosbeak.

Anderson (1907) included this bird In hi# hypo­
thetical list and abated that it had been reported in 
Nebraska during migration* east rarely to Omaha. One 
was reported from there Hay 17, 1930 (Letter of Informa­
tion of the Nebr. Omi. Union), It appears to be ex­
tending its range eastward in South Dakota, Youngworth 
having found it breeding in Yankton County, in that 
state, July 6, 1931,

Acanthis linaria holboelli (Brehm). Holboell’s Redpoll.
H. 0. Oberholser wrote that five specimens were taken 

In Johnson County, January 18 end 25, 1896. They were
identified by A. K. Fisher* These specimens cannot now
be found.
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Ammodramvs bairdi (Audubon). Baird’s sparrow.
Anderson (1907) included this species on the basis 

of observations in Poweshiek: County by Kelsey and Jones, 
and in Pottawattamie County by Trostler. Recently it
has been reported as observed in Polk County and in the 
Sioux City region. There are no specimens.

Aimophila aestivalis bachraani (Audubon). -*> 
CTjSchman^s Sparrow,

Keyes and Williams (1889) listed this species 
upon the record of a set of eggs taken near Des Moines, 
Polk County, June 2, 1804, The bird was seen twice but 
was not secured. Anderson (1907) placed this species in 
his hypothetical 11st.

^■^ Junco oregonus shufeldti Coale. Shufeldt’s Junco. r---«<«^****<<<«»,. *»-—0*1*,^-.***^)^^^^
To this species all of the reports of "Montana 

Junco” should probably be referred, A specimen was 
collected by W. So Prasger tn Illinois op osite Keokuk. 
It is reported as a regular migrant in eastern Nebraska.
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This appendix contains thirteen species that 
were included in Andersen’s "Birds of Iowa", but 
which are not contained in the present list. A 
statement concerning the reasons for removal is 
given for each species. Four others recently reported 

in Iowa are placed in this appendix#

Ixobrychus neoxenus (Cory). Cory’s Least Bittern.
One was reported by Mary L. Bailey at Spirit Lake, 

Dickinson County, August 23, 1930. This alleged species 

is now regarded as a melanistic phase of ..Ixobrychus 
exilis.

Plegadis falcinellus falcinellus (Linnaeus). - 
CTWstorn Glos-y Ibis,

Of the two specimens listed by Anderson the one 
from Boone County cannot be found, and the one from 

Woodbury County was actually taken in Nebraska, It 
is in Juvenal plumage, and probably is P, gugrauna*
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Branta canadensis minima Ridgway. Cackling Goose, 
Thia name Is given to the Pacific coast sub­

species, the smallest BOB^aJ#®a^ occurring in 
the Mississippi Valley being known now as HutchW* 

Goose, B. o. hutchins 1 (Richardson).

Branta bemiola hrota (Muller). Amer lean Brant.
There are a number of observations, in each in­

stance unsupported by specimens. Undoubtedly, some 

of these refer to Branta o, hutchi ns i.

Chon hyperlor©a atlantloa Kennard. Greater Snow Goose.
According to the A. 0. U. Check-List, 4th Edition, 

the wintering and migrating range of this subspecies is 
along the Atlantic coast, with no record® from the 
Mississippi Valley region. The extreme differences In 
size shown In a series of seventy-eight specimens ex­
amined by Anderson must now be considered as Individual 

variation in Ghen h« hyperborea*

Agtpr

B. H.

atricapillus striatulus Ridgway 
^Western Goshawk.

Bailey recorded (Auk, XVIII, pp. 336-337)



that two goshawks which were captured In Linn and John­
son counties were referable to this form, Recent ex­
amination of these specimens has proved them to be 
A, a.atricapillus, in a slightly Juvenal plumage,

^ eve?™ ^.^ ^* j> 
C^Iwa WM^-winged SjjKT

B. H. Bailey described (Auk, XXXIV, pp. 73-75) 
this alleged subspecies on the basis of specimens 
from Linn and Polk counties. These are now regarded as 
melanistic examples of B. p, platypterus.

Asturina plagiata plagiata Schlegel. Mexican Goshawk. 
, rr.i~.l1ir .-. .|^,r..|T||f<law»<*aW*W i<«hMMUKtM~MMU«^^ ‘^M^j^ryf^WW

Walter G. Savage recorded (Iowa Orni., I, p. 89) 
the capture of a female in Van Buren County, May 25, 
1895. A painting, presumably of this bird, done by 
William Savage, is contained in the Iowa Historical 
Museum, Des Moines. The artist’s inscription is "Gray 
Star Bussard, Iowa, Hr* Savage." This painting was re­
cently seen, and it proved to be one of a Juvenal Broad­
winged Hawk.



321

Callipepla squamata Brewster. Scaled Quail. 
•"“a^w^^ «***«ffi*^^^

Anderson (1907) included th# record of one that 
was shot at Tabor, Lemont County, May P, 1839. Thia 
must be considered as the recapture of an escaped caged 
bird.

Charadrius melodos circumcincta Ridgway.

<^WKiMrpipine Plover.
It is now considered as being the same as

Charadrius melodus.

Gatoptrophorus semipalmatus aemipalmatus (Gmelin).
■ Eastern Willet."™ ——

Were are no specimen of this Atlantic coast form.
The early, records of Catoptrophorus semipalmatus in 
Iowa were all recorded as the binominal, inornatus 
not having been described until 1887,

Lan^wtriollla Linnaeus. Laughing Gull.
There are no specimens. It is probable that first 

year examples of Lexus plplxcan, in which the primaries 
are black, have been confused with this species.
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Columbigallina passerine (Linnaeus)* Ground Dovs* 
Clifford H. Pangburn recorded (Auk, XXXIX, p.

566) an^ observation of one at Des KoInos, Polk Coun­
ty, June 10, 1922, The specimen was not taken.

Chordeiles minor henry! Cassin. Western Nighthawk.
No specimens have been found that were referable 

to this race. Probably the field observations referred 
to Sennett’s Nighthawk. The range of the bird now con* 
sidered as henry! is in the Arizona and New Mexico 
region, the area to the north being occupied by howelli.

Dryobates villosus septentrionalis (Nuttall). ^ 
Northern Hairy woodpecker.

Anderson (1907) included this bird on the basis of 
eight specimens from Sioux City, Woodbury County, taken 
during December, 1884. These specimens were recently ex­
amined by H. 0, Oberho Iser who considered them villosus,

X
Bmpidona |reilli alnorum Brewster. Alder Flycatcher.
It is now considered as being the same as S, t, 

trallli. However, the common name “Aider Flycatcher" 
has been given to the latter.
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Sialla mexioana occidentalis Townsend. > • 
^g^^#!**********^ ,'>*««<MeM».M>««im*W«^^^ -W1*«WWM»lW^7f?S^ A - -J

Chestnut-backed Bluebird.
It was included by Anderson (1907) on the basis

of two sight records* There are no specimens.
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