
Weed peckers eccur da ell weeded sections of the werld except 

the region ef. bustralie and Msdacascar, ey Seme 350° : 

kinds are bndun about half ef which are found ia Nerth and 

‘Seuth America, — Chapman pictures 46 im his ” Csler key 

$6 Nerth American Birds", wine are listed in "Birds e* ‘Polk 

Ceunty" with the addities ef Lewie's Weedpester iw “pirte of 

(? 
lowe, 

Abeve all ether birds the weed peckers are adapted ter tree 

climbing, th¢ e mere fully eutfitted thas ® Limertw, with: 

twe toes, fereward and twe divested backwards, except i
n the A 

three teed greup which hes ene tee backwards ,srmed 
with oereng. 

mails which ewables them te erasp th
ee bark oF trees f® 

uP whiok they climb, supperted by 4 stir p
etated 4ail1 ef tuelve 

feathers | used 26 & prep, 

They pessese highly special
ized equipmest for the busi

ness ef 

mak’ ns @ liviug,with thei
r nerrew neck,hetry nead 

awl enisel— 

Like bill | If you wed Reever heard ef A wee
d pecker 

9 

and were tela the bird a
rilled hele iw p@lid we

e by venting — a: 

its head against a tre
e, yeu would mest likely regar

d the avery 

fiction Its hesk serves &s 4 chisel
 and harmer 

a8 & 9 : 

ie drive is esd pry ap
art the +punks ef beth 

ehi¥e ant deo 

$ 

tn 

pened te resist the ntoo
kn of suarp views, 

mag i me 

4% wenld feel if eur 
owe mouths were exten

ded ®& yard be rere aur | 

wen. os 

v , : 4 4% even 

ana the jar it might give if we
 at tempted to split ev

e 

peses & . | 
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on awd vedy te the ereatest possible distance fren the tree, 

striking with cuts ferce, Sending his strour beab ‘Dewartn) le ut 

the weed, The skull is thick and hard its nornectt on with the 

beak etreng, but at the same time springy and jar—Aendesine, the 

membrane which surreunéa the brain ie alse trict
 end isan daa 

Ome of the rarest things about the weedpecker is Ate tongue.
 it is , 

an aid te the beak im being 4 unite, ferk end epeen, they work terether 

im finding the deop-lurkiug enemies ef the tree
, : ! Ord Paerp ty | 

the tongue lies in the depression e
f the lewer mandible ,it is 

slesder and its upper surface is covered wit
h minute spines, directed | 

packwards ; ites tip is hard as horn, rit 
nieey etrege barbs mekiong 

a weaper were effeetive than & fish spesr, 
Tre - machinery te ter 

trrustize 44 ferth is perfect, t
he bene of tke terrne “ae tee p

rauch- 

es passing dewrward and packward 
end reuad-t-be ai rhe head. endi 

ae 

ix the naate sider teward tae end of the upper mawdd bie, oF: ceil
ed 

abdeut tee beny pert ef the eyebal
l, By resnn 6? this apparet— 

as the tevgue may be extesded
, se 1% the Fatry Wend nent oy Sh 

mee 

an fuck avd & half beyend the ent 
ete the bi01, he 

tengue ig prepelied fereward 
,a% woe’ by pererrn) wns rele $0 | 

thet whew i. bird nas dril
led te tks purrew ef «

 berter 

peetle it can ove
 yeu the beak skightly, pr etrade

 the veugae Spear the 

iusect and draw it vack int
e the mouth, | 

Weeapeckers climb by @ s
eries ef upper’ here aud

 sever tenend 

nead first _— the uuthat ches ; they Are ra
ther clumsy an the 

ground and gnegten® by
 nepping, | Their flight is sedviy

 

undulatury ,making feste
ens, except the iLiad

 jw: toh ras at aines 

au even course, 



‘Many are the ont: ana ories but nothing that ts metoal the 

Flicker is said te have as. mamy ae 40 as tterent notes, Ay ts ie 

species have the rollivg tats ves, Dreduccd by reid biting = 

dead limbs, lees besrds, mail bexes,tix reers, ay whet -nat. this. 

is their leve oall,being heard owly in the mating sess on, oe 

The nests are in holes iu trees piri e ant done, recta, pele, or . ae 

siuilar situations, the eges are on chips, ne nest te nade, these 

whe previde nesting bexes sheuld see chat ‘shige are ot the vetton ‘: 

of the eavity, | im oenmmen with ether ele. westiug bevwdes the : 

saee ere tdi et sagy a3 if wait pation, ha been: nde? ast the 

dull texture ef a hen's ese, 

Trere are few birds that vevenl theix fartle pennant ions q5 | de 

the woedpeckers,if ene becomes fertlior with the avpear
ence 

and eetivaties ef yeas sno weedpecter, + wit ‘thay be able to | 

recernize at euce Oey stker member #7 ths tantly we may fines 
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very @ifferest frem the teadew lark,whiek is otritinely i , 

unlike its reletives the pahelank, ariele awd ved ‘eiate. 20 > 

as wedi as 
blackbird iw habit wré color , 
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Au interesting example ef pepular bird x
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nekadeliies, iu seientific olnssi fication, but 46
 ot f Pe 

du habitet,celer,amd actions,te my pepular mind this Gerd
en- . 

, frented is merck like eur flicker,yellew on it
, Leves pabitation, 

is feund in just such places as we find th
e Plicker,wnile the oS 

Texas Weedpecker,wnich is ates eft the. game.
 fendly_ as the 

Hairy and the Dewney,is le “mere ‘like, the Ret-renites, 



1 Nay 

me Texas Woodpecker frequents. ne tesia
ted ohapare?? are ~~ " 

which grew scrubby. mesquite 
ana onstue, Liviwe as 4s d

ows | 1A 

regciess where large crees are abs
ent ore caved vokjes Surprised 

da find the nest within a te
w teat of the rround, 

‘gelephene sud telegraph peles in
 recent years hes yeen » much. te 

their liking:my daughter
's nus based with the Seut

hers fet] : 

Telephence Cempaay ,repe
rts a areat Less axwus t

ly be This ee | 

with its hele drillisse
 anbite;the company ya

s even en be 
| 

oes frences, calling i) e
rnitholert ote fer conea

ttarton.vite 1 the 

nerri Wy mHARE Om, 

weed pecke rs ar
ilied 

Ne ether birds Leav
e bewind such str’ v

ine evideroe of the
ir 

soenenens naware?
 sacar werblere 

"ay west and rear t
heir 

pigs of their Terser
 vesid@ewce, but a balf Cezen wi to 

iu tke Sene territe
ry will Leave worero

us nheles po jada
: ; 

aed entrancse to 
their nesting cava

ties, 811 veering O
rwmrunedrg Adi Grot 

| 1 aon 
, acs is 

testiweny te tacir
 ferter Giggine , 

| 

ALL weeipec
kers feed ta

eir yore by
 resureat lex

, whee the li
ttle 

ones. are e112 enough
 4@ Gene te the mout

h ef the nest iwe ole
, 

his. alarming "gta
b" meted may be d

eisel 

essien ef being iege
ntee’ oan the: 

weedpeckers give the
 4mPre 

birdsa,taey © °@. keo
wn 25 hard-working

, substantial citin
ess ot 

the bird wer ld remi
ering: service that e

oala f11 be spare’,
 

Worthers nsieen
, 

The nadine nates 
nd esier ef this

 weld ywewn pire a
re. 

reflected in the 
pepular MAREE wh

ick nave bee app
l fea te 

4% throughout it
s wide range, Re less than 124

 ef these er 

of the mest distinc
tive are: | 
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otdenetenes Weed pecker, 17h Hele »Vaiee dep Vitter nam metvel iow 

Jey and Pigeon Weed pecker, | | | 

Tae Flicker is a bird ef charachter,altheush a woedppeoker he is te 

——— te fellew in the feetsterps ef ethere of hfs tribe they,as 

e rule de net frequent the ereund , wut We beime an ivdiviiualist, 

fisds ae P@RS OR why he whould wet hummer his @wh fongee gS tor ants 

whick ferme « lerge part ef his antag: feed br senting | ) » BPAY 5 

eften ne is flusked frem his owt wanting nauete aud gdeS dDounding — 

ef? tkreugh the sir bis white rors shewier cone pi cneun ty as he, flies, , 

@ho Flicker is the mest ceneraly abvuadext an* well kaewn o tar 

Americsm Weedpeckers,country peeple ,alvest svérr ni
e: -@ete. 

familier witk tke bird, 

fry and sqnent he: ems, neers ts
 ae, there are yore euniouds cool

ers, 

pelka.det vest is always lw evidesce es 4 tyaut
 viow , othe. 

fhe Red-sha ted Flieker ,@c@urive Geese loniy i
n Iewa,tiftfers frem 

the Northern chiefly fe that the wastache wer
 iz the male 2@ 

red instead or black, Miss ReCebe feunt 
@ne iv July,} 724, 

The Flicker is av ebliging oar penter te
r ether rerhers *¢ the 

pird world ,Sparrew Hawks ,Blue Birds,Tree 
Swallows ant aret) ots 

are lergely écpondexnt en it for n
est Lug veles “ 

The relative abundance of this species o
n the Chrietrar Compu, 

since 1924 has been from i t6 21, | 

ise Sherman wrete an exeustive acc
ouat ee yarileas aestierSd 

observed betweem 1903 aed 19130,8
9evem yeare, in & 26 paree artte

le 

4u Wilsesn Bulletin in 1922, 



:. nope I am ‘sities te live. lens oncuch te see a Pittete? Woes
) 

New thet in recent 
a 

y yours 30 is. increasing is Tews tt waving Stl 

listed frem tex counties, it would seen atl I svenl? hav
e ha do 1s 

te go where it has been reperted, Jus
* imagine & orew with 

stunning red eund white markings ,with a banke
r ound af ia eves 

yemancs, 

“He is a master workman ix the waila ef woed ruers, awd a” shirr
ed 

carpenter witheut 
being ) mexber ef 

the uRnves, as evide
nced by - P | 

attact on a living
 tres dead ant Lad

iadiok at, the Gore, Sh DIMINY 7 - 

rarveleut skill end 
great streneth ef th

e bir’, Ths ghiset - 

Like bill,érives by power
ful and resound iar blows o

urs Who 

seuge woed with #11 th
e precision ayd effecti

vercss ef ® hymen 

werkmen;ereat squar
e heles are cat and

 the gereund is. strewn | 

} , 

with ah) ps like tze
se frem a woodumen's

 aX, 

The bird is yaews in l
sonl verwaculer 8 Blec

k Woot pester, 

7 Leg-oeok, Black C
eek-ef-the-Woed s 

we 

as Weed-ceck, pe
rsaps © sextuch

en wit® Len-cect
 + 

If it had beea My c
ami ess oa tG mane th

e. 

i think I eeuld h
ave cheae® & name

 mere 2 

for surely the b
elly is wet red e

nengh te sinit) 
thet were, 

Tae red trem pee
k. bis pack is of 

sane peppy prill
ianes that 

going RgR} ane c
alling him Red c

ap wouldn't be s
e bea, 

the name Zebre Bir
d ie mest aosoript

ive bed wis yeck,an
t nonea" fren 

nis gall is su
ether, 

When Andersen publi
shed his BBirds of 

lewa” 4n 1907 there 



were dats three Lows: sa
nehe sywnile thie 8 | year! '

s C 5 chris , 

2% The invasion inte
 iinnesota nes: cone, o

n in ut ke man am ne . 

weil ae I remember the
 tiest one x sew, years: ae

d snear ney on ae 

Rickmen, flying w
ith an @corm in 

its meuth mew we | 
Neve Mt deity 

at the suet enok,fe
ctine on the side 

tarthent reer the h
ouse, 

bare © were wan
t tne fe. 8 oate

nt 

When we moved d
a July dumatut 

ever, Lesking Li
ke enineted pie

ces of very, the
y were affine —

" : 

up te the au
tumn whem: nF 

presume a me
lt preu yt a

 yew cent, 

The nedabelii
e® te conspie

usus on accou
nt of its: cel

 on tee 

‘It: is almest tmpene
tbie ter owe te al

i 

fer 4 is seltem
 

ae
 ites rete,

 

) Ame’, asce
nt ine on

e +ree af
ter anct

her : 

with oe r} sitnldalaiaal
 a noisy aquirrl lik

e 

geld et every Hit
e. 

The Redsheoded Weedpecker is se well wamed not 2 siurle 
a sirname a 
synonym bev found, This is the bird chat first efe tei. 

asa iuterest of Alexander Wilsen i ernithslery,he was the 

guther of the first bird bey te he publi¢hed in t
he U,8, 

It ds one ef the most: fre Ley b ‘biras: et the reatsiae, vmerching 

oni een: anf fence pests ond watertusstely ite sapling, oa : 

r pansiny seress. the h
ighy ys end alightiog | a th

e woeihiel a G 

places it dia the: lead of vards wdtiea eupuelly by eutenen
sies, ie 

The Bed-kead is aw avaundant summer resident sat on Precnter , 

winter: resident ,on the
 Christmas Cencus: in 192 

‘6 wet lle wae Sree 

veperted ,in ‘27 fiftt 

It has without doubt. been: preven th
at years or many ace wiles 

y were counted, and ra "28 fitty-nine, 

they will stay, but no agerns and sed meve
 along, sen 



This winter th
ere is a pete 

enot sade ieneaiaeia 

Ashworth Park,e visit te either ‘ver
ritery tind = aegis: ‘thetz Sie 

- gwa small cndius ;ecoasions
ly a patie visits our avet v

roranediy 

the ones west of Greeaweed lake ,
twe bieers away, ee 

Yellew-vdellied Sape
nckere are castanpt

oeees spriv 

nierent® with us,re
rely wemainine te m

eets Kenneth velson
 reperts 

the only. nesting 
piven in Pel Ce

, | On renchine e ai
n 

summer hewe tueiy 
charaekter fs ere

 +e cranre ther +e
d@me nosey | 

end rellicking 
iu true woodpeck

er fashion, 

spirds ef tuat
neta? devyeates

 mach apnace tan aus deptrvo
tive nabite 

af this pi
rd i” punctu

riae the yen
? of treet f

er sap, aint ¢ o
m 

Feature canny 
1ittte concere

 Ter us veonii
y 07 tani ta

yury 

4o eur evees 
in migration 

is werlinvent, 

Thay Rare h
ee abaarred

 as early ae
 Warca l

ll (l
aa: 

jate && Ost,
 17 hb, wecabde, 

The weiry Weedpeoker got
s its name tren tre walte

 tether ® 

af the back falling ever
 tae black beriers in 6 

Leode iis. 

connected wey, feiutly 
sumgestive @f heir , it fo sere. tines 

onlled the Guine® Weed pe
cker ané the Downey the T

ittle Gateee. 

Except im size the o
me 4ifference betwee

n these twe ie the
 

side feathers ef the Hai
ry ‘e tad) are all write 

while enous ef 

the dewney sre ppetted with
 black, 

és 

‘ The =: is & weenien
s bird,nexce it is 

seen lest often et ae + 
Whe 

Dewner whick go freq
uen ently eomes +6 trees 

about honses, The 

recerds ef the Chr
ist mass Ceseus she

w @ cowsistant. ave
rt : 

ef twe Dewsies te one Heiry? 
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ewny it oftes works areuné t* the evner. ore
 at the” 

aP which it may be elimbing remels qrist fer a 
few wi 

peeP around $e ses if yeu are etill th
er: nee ray 

search fer feod,er $f alarmed flv te 
a mesr.>y tree, a 

q 7 The Arctic Three-teed Weed pecker nas but tee Tort — sn 

i Savege in 1585 and the ether br Watson im cre Ver 

: Se the ebserver 42 always ‘eer this in the be 

sone day he might see ons! 
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