
m KEEP BIRD KECORDt ?

It an/ ouae a* a terrific aback that X aa thoroughly in favor of 

keeping records—that is, at in tain! rig then, but not keeping thus fro* 

further light of day or fellow ornithologists.

Why do persons keep records T I should say first of ail to get acquaint­

ed with birds. Its a game with a figure of 60 to 100 secies at the pre- 

11 ulnary goal. This la highly Justified and ney consist of notes on locali­

ties, dates, pluses charecteristics, if a strsnage or unfeollier species, 

end the numbers.

The next step results in aigratioMl studies, with earliest and 

latest detea of arrival end departure, new locality records, probably 

with the publication of eh rt notes on additions to the lose! list or 

notations on abundance or scarcities In numbers.

The third phase results in behaviour studies or territorial prob­

lems, facilitated by breeding bird counts, end practical applications of 

these principals of bird relationships end requireaents to wildlife 

eanageeent.

Ho natter in which of these categories you are interested, the keep­

ing of records is extrenely valuable and necessary.

■tet can you do with these records ?

The reminder of this paper will deal with sone possible uses for these 

records.

The earliest systaltic bird work in Iowa was inaugurated by Wells V. 

Cooke. Toe work begun in luuS with 4 observers, was expanded in 1644 

utilising £b observers, and was ouapleted in 166* with 15 persons participat­

ing. Tbit study was suswrisod in the 1666 publication entitled "Bird 

Migration in the Mississippi Valley"
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Par map years the V. 3. Fish and Wildlife Service (formerly in part the 

Biological Survey) baa been accuaulating lnfOr*tion on the distribution, Migra­

tion, and abundance of Berth American birds, ^r naans of this information, the 

Service is aided In administering intelligently the bird resources of the United 

States, as it is obligated to do under the terns of the Migratory Bird Treatise 

with Canada and Mexico. The method of getting this information has boon to fur­

nish 2x5 inch cardo to bird students in various parts of the country. On these 

ths observer would record the migration dates, breeding and wintering status, and 

abundance of each species of bird occurring at his locality. These cards are 

distributed by species and State or Province in a file which contains also trans­

cribed and clipped published records of distribution and aigration. This file, 

now containing over 2,000,000 cards, besides its use in many government publica­

tions, has served as the basis of bird distribution descriptions in many State 

bird boohs, as well as in the several editions of the American Ornithologists' 

Uhion "Oboch-LAst of Barth Anerioan Birds." It is at present being used as a 

basis for the next revised edition of the A.O.U. Chech-list, as well as the 

ranges to bo included in the forthcoming volumes of Bent's •Life Kistoriee of 

Worth American Birds."

To improve the method of obtaining Information, the Fish and Wildlife 

Service is soliciting the aid of strategically located bird clubs, biological 

laboratories, and other agencies, interested in the study of birds. These or­

ganisations may bo of groat assistance by acting as the local clearing houses 

for data sent in by their members and correspondents, and by sending to the



PUh and Wildlife Service each Muon card# containing the combined informa­

tion for each specie* for each locality, it io hoped that the cooperation of 

enough organisations nay be enlisted so that a large part of the United Staten 

and Ganado can be covered in this way.

Another step has boon taken to saba bettor use of bird distribution and 

migration records and to avoid duplicate efforts both in the preparation and 

filing of inch records. Early in 1947, the National Audubon Society and the 

Fish and Wildlife Sorvino entered into a cooperative arrangement whereby 

Dr. John Aldrich (in charge of Distribution and Migration of Birds), and others 

of his staff win assist in editing Audubon Field Notas—now published entirely 

separate from the Audubon Magaslne

Mrs. Joseph J. Hickey will assist as editor of Audubon Field Notos.

Mrs. Mickey and Dr. Aldrich are collaborating on certain improvements and addi­

tions to Audubon Field Notes. Obe of the first innovations win be a series of 

breeding distribution naps. Observers will be urged to report any localities 

(not shown on ths nap) in which ths particular species is discovered to bo nest­

ing* After these reoords are received, the nap will bo republished in a later 

issue showing the localities added. Flans are also under way for initiating a 

winter census, and instructions will be announced this summer or fall.

The vast files of the Fish and Midlife Service on bird distribution and 

migration are kept at the Patuxent Research Refuge, just outside of Washington, 

D. C*, at Laurel, Maryland. All notes and records now submitted for use in 

Audubon Fjeld Notes will become a part of ths Batuxent files.

The present schedule of seasons will be treated in four issues of Audubon 

ElfilSL MfiiSL* For the Middle-Western Region, which includes all of Iowa, eastern

a



Nebraska, mlhwn Wisconsin, the north half of Illinois* and northwestern

Indiana* reports will bo submitted to Philip 1. DuMont* 2730 Control Street*

Stoneton* Illinois as follows« 

Winter Season Mey-June Isono Notes due April 1

Spring Migration July-Aug. issue Notes due June 1

Brooding Season Sept.-Oct. issue Notes due Aug. 1

Pall Migration Jan.-Feb. Issue Notes due Doo. 1

the Chriotnaa Bird Count* which is published In ths March-April issue* and 

the Breeding Bird Census* which appears In ths Nov.-Dec. issue, will continue to 

bo nailed directly to the National Audubon Society* 1000 Fifth Avenue* New Turk 28, 

Now fork.

These two projects* submitting distribution and migration data for the Fish 

and Wildlife Sendee files and season reports for Audubon Field gates* offer ex­

cellent cooperative programs for bird clubs as well as individual observers. If 

your organisation will consider the first proposal as an opportunity to tabs part 

in a national program for accumulating information* please advise Dr. John W. 

Aldrich, 0. B. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington 2$, D. C.


