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Warblers, and How to Identify Them,
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Family of Compsothlypidae -Wood Viarblers

Otherwise known as the Sylvicolidae as to distinguish them
from the 0ld Werld Warbler, Sylviidae, 0ld World form quite
@ifferent, dull colored, largest being found on Pacific Islands,

Cenfimed to Ameiicas-distinguished by ¢ primaries, 10 tail '
feathers, bill nearly straight, not ho ked as in the Vireos,
Neither is it toothed or notched, Legs are slender, and
modified according to its mode of life. Mosl of the species
are arboreal. Feed largely on insects. The family is rather
an artifical one, and can be described as consisting of '
small, brightly colored birds, often well marked with colors,
and the songe are frequently distinct,

Second largest Tamily exceeded only by the Fringilladae, or
sparrows, Contains about 250 species and subspecies, found
during the breeding season from the Argentia, through Central

AN“A'L}N“ America northwrd to Alaska and Labrador, In North America
\ a total of b8 species and an addftional 24 subspecies,
_;;%&;U}; ! In Towa 37 kinde of Warblers have definitely been found.
Sl | Migration,
&Qﬁnﬂﬁj ‘. One of most distintt things.
¥ Few remain on their breeding groungs in U,S, Pine retires to
I | " southern portion of its breeding range, All remain in the U,S,
fﬂﬁ§ | Very definite routes, which may be an indication of their

g early origin, That is certain genera are believed to have
A originated ih the West Indes (Dendroica) while others caume
N up through Mexico. '

Blackpoll breed north of U.S.border, all winter in South Am,

Sl Some, tnat breed in Alaska, make a 7,000 mile trip. i
1\ Myrtle is the hardiest, feeding on bay-berries on long Island,
\ ileo the Palm, Black and Vhite, Orange-crowned, Yellow-throated

Warbler, and Pine remain in U,S5, While a few Prairie Warblers
and Ovenbirds may be found in Florida. Prairie, Bl,=-thr, Blue
Most of the Biaek-and-Whise, Swainson's, Bachman's,dCape May,
¥irtland's, go to the West Indes,

A large group go only to Central America. :

While most of the Black and White, Prothonotary, Golden-winged,
Tennesse, Yellow, Cerulean, Bay-breasted, Blackpoll, Black-
burnian, Kentucky, Connecticut, Mourning, and Canada Warblers,
and Redstart, Ovenbird and both Water-Thrushs go to South Am,
None fly direct from New England to South America as do some !
of the shore-birds. Only two, the Blackpoll and Connecticut

use the West Indies as a migration route to So. Am,

Majority hop from Florida or the Gulf coast across to Yucatan,

a distance of about 500 to 700 miles, They are able to make this
in one night,

Migration is by night.,Mortality is high, because of their

small size. Probably no other family suffers as great a loss.
Very susceptible to light and great numbers are killed during
storme by flying into lights,

Travel in mixed flocks., Usally a large variety present during |
secpnd week in May, Kenny found 18 kinds in half an hour, ‘
In the east 28-30 have been seen in a day.

Waves are very pronounced, Palm Warbler April 26th-May 1l2%h
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