COFY.
June 2nd, 1906,
Dr. A. B, Storms,
President Iowa State Coll ge.
Dear Sir:-

Having visited the Iowa State College, and havirg conferred
with you nd other members of the famlty and of tiie Board of Trust .es,
as to the probahle future requirements of the College, we aubmit tho
following repcrt,

We find that the main oo’lege campus iR unusually large and
hegutiful,

¥We learn that when the college was started it firat rresident,
realizing that ths bhare prairie land, howaver boautiful in 1tee’f, was
not attrastive in 1ts hare state as the metting for college buidings,
and feeling the need of shade of relief from the glere of an unbroken
sky, and of shelter from the fierce prairie winds, studied landacape
gardening and djrected the planting of the grounds with trees.

The original plan anpears to have been the gimple and natural
one of housing the nollege at first in a large, long building, It was
located on the highest avallable spot, with its long axls north and
sn,th and faced eaat g0 as to cormand a good view down a gentle alove,
ncrnss a wide grassy river bhotiom, toward tihe ohject in the vicinity
having the greatest himan™ interest, namely tie-1little town of Anes,
smoowered in treses,

The gently sloping lawn east of the Main Hall was left mainly
open, but was framed in, diversified and beautified by planting irreg-
112 masses of trees north and south of it, Care wasa taken to preserv:
vistas from and toward the Main Hall and sufficient, irregular open
spacza were left in t'e more extensively planted sonthern part of the
grounds and elsewhere for varied effects, A sheltering wind ascreen of
t1ees was also planted along a north and south fence line a few rods
back of the Main Hall,

Phe trees s0 planted have now grown to practically mature size
and what oan readily be inferred to have heen the designed landscap-
offects have been duly realized, They are simple and beautifud as every-
one who visits tie grounds must at once arpreciate, The first general
nlan was well concelived and served admirably for years,

The fir .t modification of ‘he plan necesslitated by the growth
of the eollege was not at 11l a serions one, When some additional minorxr
suildings were to be huilt, they were located south ani west of the Main
Hall waers they did not at all interfere with the central, open landscape.

The gecond modification of the plan occurred . - when sev-—
eral additionnl bnildings of more :=mbitious architectural design and
riore imposing height and mass than those last above referred to came to
be built. These were loeated north and northeast of the Main Hall and
were boldly made to take every l:undercape advantage of the great central
i1a*n by being »laced in its borders and faced east and soutn upon it,

: The ithird modification of the original plan occurred when the
rarge airy Building was located at lhe e~st or lower end of the great
central lawn and faced west upon it, This large building hss practicalll
oostructed the only distant view and has *ad the ef ‘ect of fronkl:
clogsing off the land=csre c._inection of tie great c-atral lawn ™with the
broad, open slopes ini ext-rive 1=~ 9wa bovond (east .



The four.n modification of the originai plar oc>urrec wh~n the
large and imposing Enginearing He L1 was placed wsll back of the Main
Hall, yet not directly back of 1t, t.e ider elng taat thore wold be
some view of thie cenir ) lawn from it and tuat it would be seer from many
parts of the central lawn,

The pln 80 inaugurated and redi<ied was sidlar to that fol-
lowed at the Qhic State Universi.y and at .awrencevul.. Schnol,K 1amely,

a naturalistic park nhaving a central lawn liversified in geades and by
groupe of “vze. and single trees surrounded L. Pplclireszae buildings

of irreguiar plan and rasses and fres -renitectural style intendec t
narmonize with the irregular masses of foliage and with cach other., At
Iowz State College, however, there had developed a atrong relu..ance to
piacing the buildings on all eides of 4"e lawn, Th.s was dne, howe or,
rore to arpreciaiion of the beauty of treea as such than to ye .2rd . T
the gr-.ter ana noh.er beauty of landacape, for the Dalry Bnllding ./as
permitted to binek this principal view direc‘ly 1n front of the Main Hall.
However, this is dore and with the ~rowth ol the college 1t would L>’e
baen necessary Jor saone builcing to be placed where it would b.ock that
view,

The “undamental conception of a plan or scheme thus d rsloped
ia s’mir tle. It is ~ommonly Ademignated thé "park plan' or *l:.uidscaped
plan, irplying thereby a natmiclistic landscape treatment, This is an
arrcreous aarrowing of the meaning of both park .nd landscape, sirce
doth a park and a landacape can be absolutely »ormel ana yst be beav i-
11, although tae people of this country have, with -omparacively few
exceptions, had but little experience of beantiful formal parks or land-
scapes,

The plan as so far dsveloped haa bee very aatisfactory and
has been greatly admired and would continue to be ao were it not for
two 4Aiffioulties,

Firat, the trees planted were mainly of soft wooded and short
lived varieties, 1o that every year many are broken by storms and ren-—
dered feeble and shapelyse by orowding, in consequenca of “hich they are
grsiually becoming deerepit and succumbing tp drought and cold and inseie.

sesond, the college has outgrown and will continue to outgrow

the informal landscape plan throusgh increase in the number of students
aad teaching forese and through differentiation and development of methcds
of instruction., The result is that many more and much larger buildings
are required and the inconvenience of wid ly separated bulldiigs l1s
iore felt every year, and the lawns are more worn out year by sear bv

tie enormous increase of traffic f£.om building to huilding,

Moreovpr, A marked change of fashlon in architecture has ococur-—
red, as a result of which the newer buildings besides being nuch larges
than the older ones are now designed in the exece.dingly formal, cl: sic
atyle and with veryv pronows sed symmet.y in at least th. froant elevaiion,
The increased size of the r.aildiing tends to make them ut cf scale with
t2e tre 3 and lawns and boing onstant'y more mumerous ‘he buildings
doriiraics and supersede the comparatively smail) and modest naturalistie
landsecare troatment, The formal buildings some to demand, most obvionma-
1y and urgently, formal relations tc each other, and their symetry cr.es
57 rezognition in the laying out of the roais anhd walks and pl-ntatlons
anong the buildings,

3 While it seems inevitable trat good taste requires that formal~
ity and svmmetrv of design should be inereasingly evident in the grounds
petween and immediately ahout the buildings it does not follow that
‘tac nat ralis‘ie park landscape at 2 .reater di tanec Crom the aggre-
gation of buildings should not be preserved and ext~r daed, particuls 1y
in the broken southern part ° the cammis .ld wherev r the ground i.
rolling and ircegular,

Phe first di7fienl*v altro:r.. distreseing ana important re-
¢ ires only time ai” ~t-173% > grr oyt unremittingly applied to be
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e seccrnd A1F¥fioolty is a gresat ons. pvd while matiers have
2grhavs gone too far to enshla an ldeql and perfeatly antisfactory

v..an S0 be wevirsd and carried out yet if the prineinles of .esign and
e practical rrmuirerents o college husiness ore clearly appreciated
ané eons ~1tly avnlied, reaso:ably ereditahie ana gatisisotory results
can be looked ¥prward to, It will soon ~trike nnyone approachin. t.e
problem from this point of view that cerinin of the inforrally designed
pxldings will, in time, tiwough the erection of classle atyle buildings
about thew, come to have an aspect of wneongmity shich will imply tant
thev rmist He removed wien tlie college can afford to do so0,

We mav rention, by way of ilinstr~2tion rather than as a complete
summary, sowe of the ideas or prineirles wih.ch ought to have careful
conaideration in eonnaection with p.anning the grounds and buildings.

First, the studeats' working builcings shionld form a central
neclous corresponding to tihe business center of a tovn, x

Second, tihe reaidentinl buildings shonld he relegated to an
outer zone.

Third, the usiness buildiags shonld be asaerhbled asaording to
their nuses. Thne 1=in lecturas roonm buildings, corresponiing to the
office buillinga of finaneinl insti*ntions in o town, may be given central
and prominent locationa, as can alao the library, the ciupel, the ad-
ministration office building, when thers is a separatie one, and otlers
the purposes of vhich are mulet and dAignified a.d Tor which a relatively
contly and formal style of architecture is anpropriate, Those studiiesn
which require laboratories, involving disagreeahble noisesa or smells,
or i'or which ™ore or lesa chenp and temporary accomoc: .ions for ex-
perimenting or storage and 1like utilitarian purposes may be needed, from
time to +ime, ahonld be acecoriodat -4 in buildings so sitnated that t.ey
con have rear nrenises withont offense to the appenrmnce to the grounds
as a waiole., Some of this class of buildings may often best be a littic
out of the center, as are usually the factories of a town,

Fourth, the business b -ildings should be distributed according
to the devartmant of instruection, IFf the buildings were small and
mmerous ratiier than large and few, This wo 17 often he laoked after bpet -

ey then it i3 and with le=s confusion, In that case there might be a
radiating steeat for sach departient nd as it grew it would naturelly
exvurd ontward alorg its street instead of pushing eirounferentially
into its neizkbovr's territory, The idea is simple enoygh and vhen once
aporecinted, it will doubtlss=: govern the selection of aites fairly
wcll hereafter.

The Engineering and Agricultural Departments will need most
gpace reserved for expang.on, but tiey should spread cutward and not
acrose intc +the space necded for the expnnsion of the Departrents of
Horiiculture, of Demestic Science, of the Library, or the Musoum, of the
L-nguages, of Elementary Matlematlss Chemistry end otl.er Sclences common
to ivo or more Devartments, rmgim not to mention Physieal Culture which
so far as it 18 condnated in a gysmasiom o.ght to be centrallv located
and to have & room tou expand,

Pifth, un.il suech time as the appropriations are large enough
in nroportion to the acccmodations to enable builcings to le thoroughly
fireproof throughout and of first el:oss malerinls and of dignified size
and pronorticns and style, they shouid be limited in heigiht, to lesscn
the danger of icss of lives in case of fire and they shoudd be of nodest
yet resrectable materials, sneh as brick, and unpr- “entious, vet Ly no



moans displeasing erchitectural design. Taking the country as a vhoie,
t+1ere has been a notahle improvement in the arehitecture of mu'icipal
gzhools, while maily city halls, county court houses, and we regret to
s1y, many college pbulldlings are pretentious, but obvionsly very cheap,
imitations of cosilv mt stone architecture, Their columns and vorticas
~ad cornices and domes and cupolas are but little more durable in ma-
tarial or painstaking in workmanship than the frankly temporary tuildinge
o? the World's FPairs. (ollege profeasors should have too mich intelld-
gance and taste and love ot honesty to endorse wooden or galvanizzd

iron imitations of stone architecture,

Sixth, A suffielent similarity of materinls used for ihe oxter—
ior of buildings and in architectural style shonld be naintained to se-
cure a harmonions general effect. An almost riotous license hos 1re-
vailed in many of our most propperous colleges which has reduced such 8
hodgepodge of architeciural units as to he more distreasing to persons
of cultivated taste than the architectural beaunty of individual buildings
is gratifying, Some of these incongruities are being mitigated by tear-
ing down the older and 1less costly buildings, and the fundamental necesa—
sity of a general harmony, with only local and minor contrasts, is far
frca being recognized by coll-gze architects and adminisirations,

Withouyt going further into prineinles of deaign me will recoxd
some practioal advice which may be of service in guiding the physiecal
growth of the aollege,

The Tirat difficulty when we come to the application of prinoi-
ple of design 13 tie existence of a durmy railroad right in the ornament-
a1l front lawns of some of the most imvortant buildings, It is conven—
ient ,~-very mch so,—--but so are sewers and siablea. For the same reason
that we intelligent and refined Northerners do not admire the very con-
venient and economical open sewers in front of the dwellings of New Orleans
and other semi-tropleal citier, and for the same Treasons that we would
nake 1ts residents averse to an electriec railway through Vandeventer
Place or Westmoreland Place in St,Louis, or Fifth Avenne adjoining Central
Park in New York, all concerned ought to feel willing to accede to the
removal of this railway and %o the location of a modern electrie rall-
way back far enough of, that im north of, Margaret Hall, to leave Toom
for needed additional working buildinga, There could be a dbreak in the
lawns between what might be tiie college campus proper and its outlylng
dewendencies. But to deliberately lay oul A new electric railway with
its long, heavy, dangerous, noisy, vulgar and conspicuous cars, direcctly
in front of handsome college buildings, cutting through their refined
and beautiful broad lamnas would seem %o most intelligent and unpregudi-
qial people an almost incredible yielding of love for the beautiful
and appropriate to a blind, narrow-minded gréed for utility and personal
aversion to even the exertion of walking say 200 yards, If it had not
heen for tne existence of the old durmy road, we doubt if the idea
of runring a great interurban electric railway cloese to thes fronta
of important eollege buildings and deatroying the beamty of the lamns
rould even have been proposed. much leas ardently advoeated or self-
ishly assented to by profeasors and students. True, the wishes of
nrofessors and atudents ghould ever receive respedtful and car:ful at-
tention from the Trustees, but we take it Trustees are appointed not
40 carry out the will of a majority of the profemsora or of the
students, whatever it may bes, tmt t¢ use thair best judgmant and to
deside in view o tne fMturs as well as with ragaxd to preassnt re-
quirements and conditions., Collegess are permanent institutiona, as
rule. They grov and change dut smak of what is done now will uid or



h~mper, beautify or permanently disfigure the grounds and thk oug: them
pert of the mnjoyment of life of untoid nvuhers of teaching Sorce aad
s.udents for many gererations to come. Pos-ic opinion and tn=i of the
nollege cumnunity would, we firmly believe, always regret ‘hc accligs.on
(1 it should b2 made) of the Trustees to allow tlie new inuer-u:bal
electric railway te run througi. the lawn. and among the princivad
coslege dbuildinas. The incongruity would inevitably bec.ome i.ore marked
with the ereation of each new large, handsor.s cr:iege tuilding 'n tne
future. Ve earnestly recommead that the location asked ror by ith2

new interurban electric reilway be not granted, put that a locat.on
north of the cqllege buildings that will accord with a reasoc=ble

plan for the disposition of future college buildings, such as thet we
shall now partially describe, be offered them. in closing our proecssion
al protest against the location of the proposed electrix rallway <suth
of Margeret ¥Fall, wc heg to assure the Trustees, through yvoup the'. the
eiectric railway, if so located, 7i1l very greatly interfere not oLy
with the plan for location of future buildings which ve shall adv.se,
but we have been unable to think of ary other disposition of buildings,
that would be ;atisfactory, that would not be interfered with by the
locatior of an 'electiric railway as proposed. In other words, we bhe-
lieve the location proposed 7as devised to meet preuent commercaal
requirements and with 1ittle or no regard for any reasonable or suit-
able plan for disposition of future college buildinge. Ve certainly
could not reco$£gnd the Chemistry-Physics Yall to be where w#e have
planned it, if the electric railway is to be there. Various sensative
instruments could not be used and many delicate experiments would be
vitiated or become impossivle in such close proximity to an electric
railway. 1'0oat likely the college would have to spread its huildings
over the beautiful lawn, and inte the picturesque park, to avoid tiwe
electric railway, if located as proposed.

Fereafter, there should be a more orderly disposition of build-
inge and if present fashion controls there will be more symmetrical
buildings, so that the motives of an architech in squeezin; the heteru-
geneous requirements of the interior accormodations into formal and
symme trical exteriors ought to be followed in the placing of build-
ings, with respect 1o each other.

?he relation of the fngineering Builiding to the Ilain Buille-
ing is not as formal as it should have been ©o correspoad with the
symmetry in design of sach of these buillings. The two huiidings are
parallel with each other but "staggered", as the mechanical enginecr
would say, so as to give the ¥ngineering Pui.ding a View upcn the cen-
tra1 lavm and conversely to enable it to e seen from it. This is an
séea and a good one Tor informal and smailer buildings, such as profe-
essore' resicences, but is appliceiion in Tho present czse 1is un;or=
tinate in its roeults. ore and probadly still larger formal build=-

_ings have vet ©o be located.
= Ye sivise that siilss Zfof four large buildirzs be rewmerved, in
two rows, two bhuildings te De narth of Bngineering ifail and two north
of Nain nalle XLet tnat nex’ north of Fngineering Fall be rather near
to it, say within about 60 or 80 Tee: of it. This we think should bve &
long building, north and south, with two %“ings, projegting weatward,
and should be for chemistry and physics, the norihrely part being for
chemistry.

In the ¥ain Juilding row there chould be a jarge building witk
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it t rectly east of the center of the CL@migtrV"Ph331c7 F.11.
;;iscgﬁi?gigé in cgntjnnation of the c;aas g bullulnga_aevoteo to ph?
Eiranities and n~t regiring laboraioliles should, we think, be a 3012,
1iorary and mmse m, 80 Plar..d that in time the library with 1.3 read—
ing and study rooms may trke mooe and .:or¢ of the bu lding, =sr that
eventually the A;plisd Art Department may bs moved into gvotfj, build-
ing, Probably the best idea ronld be to make thip buildlng il a garlea
of units irouiz ons or more in arior courts, whiacp coula vihen gomn*eted
be woofed and lighted from ampleclere stc™y windors or by skyligh 8,

a: i such that it should I ve two_fronts, facing enst and
vlvggt."t%ﬁgno&gtered on Chemdsiry-Physics Hall it conld eveniially

m ongar. It might even extend fouth to a p int as far nort:. of
ggemgggtlagg weat axl=s of Enginee -ing Hall as tLe north end of the

i qonth o it,
g igrth;of the Chemistry-Phvsics Hall would be a site which
might be ocoupigd by a somewhat te. LOTATY Asserbly Hall, VWe belie’
it is hardly worth while to have Au-h a bui;giqgvgfﬁpouamenta;fc$n—
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struction and design, since ita purpese 1s to contain, as a sircle
audience, the whole body of students and instruction force and numerous
visitors. It would perhpas t. best to have a ateel and wire lathing
and ¢ :ment roof and ceiling that wonuld be non-inflammable and vet
rot too costly to replace when the need arises, as it surely w.ll,
When it ims to be superseded, this site may be 1in more pressing demand
for a secience lahoratory building, In that case the larger assembly
hell can be erected further from the central buildings.

The corresvonding site east of thim in the Kurmanities Row
cen be used for a School of Pedagogy or for a school of Arts and Crufts
or Applied Art or of Musice or Oratorv or some other pr lesaial,

Directly back of the Main Hall and south of Enginesring Hall
g a site wnich callas for a small building., This might perhraps be
in orfice bnilding, ror doing business with the students particularly,
It would relieve the Main Hall from this burden and enable it %o be
gevoted more exclusively to lectures and studies, Possibly 1t might
not be as gonvenient for the students. If so, it might be used for
raculty and committee meetings and for tihe President's office, which
would leave spvace in the Main Hall for lecture purposes,

) Purtier south in the science r.w, there would be a aite for
a Mechanienl and Electrical Brgineering Hall, aimilar in size and style
to the pressnt Engineering Hall anl correspondingly related in dist.nce
and direction from the Main Hall,

: When still other bhuildings of the seme digrified size and
style are needed for che Departmeiit o? Engineer .ng, 1t is likely ? at
they wonld better he west Hf the Engi.eering .isll in 2 row parallel witl
it and far enough to iesye a large'back yard" sort »f -rea f>r one-
3tery, nshenp shopa and¥sreda -1d odds and ends. It me be this ugly
crea ¢ ld De partially closéc in and to a great exten. hidden by
additional -oodlooking buildi.'gs alnng the north . au south sices of
the rectangle or square, Thi shoul'd be studied, and if feasiole, Kept
in mind., Presmusably the north side of the ..ortherly buildings thould
line wit! the north ride of the piésent Eng. neering Hall and tne souih
side of the southerly buildings with the south end of the fture Je -
chanical and Elsctirieal Enginesring Aall.

It has hee: contemplated that the agthletio and baseball
Tield, now crowded by Engineering H- ...

-



should be given u» and a new athletic field located in th. nearly lcvel
1and in the souilnwest corner of the colilel s campule “r.s may do for

a term of yearg sufliciently long %o Ifully just i’y the eventnal relln-
quisiment of the ground fo. buildings and the tiransfer fo tho Athleztie
Vis74 to some Jistant location either down LoWard the river or norih
of ine railrocac¢. Iis great convenelnce, especia’ly after th: proposed
elediric railway lLas been rin, as We have recomenced, aiong the side
west of the area wiere the Ovand Stand Wou.d be, 1S certainly sufficient
to Wwarrzni ruauing che risk of havin: t- lose the investment event allye.
.2 *act that it is nearly all undercrained already would make it cost
jess th-n a site near the river, which moreover would have to be dyked
and at cimes drained by pumping to male it availaonle.

‘"he most convenient si.e for a men's gymnasium woul. seexr to be
southwest of the pr-sent ¥ngineering lLaboratory and at the northcast
corncr of the Athletic Jieid. It should be considerably further south
of the straight east and west roai than the new “ocial Fall, becauvse 1t
may prove necegsary to move thot road south to make suitable space for

he proposed “-echanical and 1lectrical .ngineerirs Falle

Then the wore nressing needs of the college for stud-nta' worke-
inr bulldings have heen metl, We selieve the poley of buildins~ dormito-
ries will be ipaugurated. ‘‘aen sites for dormitories come %o be in de-
mand, it seems clear enough that tie women's dormitories will be north
of *‘argaret all, but far enough from it to leave space for workin_
buildings feor the women students. <The men's dormitorigs would haat be
in the nearly level area that vould remain between tlhe westerly row of
Pnsineering DPepartment buildings above referred 10 and the west boundary
of the collece campus. oth men's abd worier.' s dormitories if lonz and
nerrow should run north and south 80 21l rooms will have sun either
mornine or afternoen. Fach of the men's dormitories hould be centercd
on ithe easi and west axis of either dngineering ‘‘all, - ‘ain gll or
“achanical and slectrical Fngineering i‘'all, or else the space between
+vmem should cenier on one or the other of these axes, and the nc-th ends
of the northerly ones should line up with the nortih end of Tnginesering
i'a1l and the south ends of cshe scutherly ones should be on the easi and
west line corresp: ndingly south of the eas:i and west axis of “ain ilall.
In this way an orderly grouping of buildings will cventuzlly result
which will always prove more satisfactory in every way than ihe irreg=-
uiar, hend o mouth, ghori-sichted way of locating each bui_ding without
regard to the many other buildings which the needssof the fuiure wilil
cause tc be erected. ;

It would seem reasonable to lay out definitely what may for
xonvenience be called a street, only it would be mostly turf, 80 fesi
or 100 feet wide runuing east and west immedietely north of Ingi-cering
711 and another equidis*ant south -f the eaBt and wegt axis of Xain
Talle The latter may he wider than the oiher so as "o center erxachly
on th BSocial Hall around wlich the 1ittle roadway c.1 Dass By & gentle
corve. ~ne Social ifall can oe considered as the easiern terminus of
the southerly straight road. This location of ~he southerly road will
determine the north side of the en's Cymansium, if it is pur near the
northeast cormer of the new Athletic Piel’l.

There would be another open sirip or gtreet probably 100 feet
or 150 feet wide extending a.rtaward from ithe central lawn just east
of the suggested large ILibrary-iuseun building. The next large working
puilding for women covld face west up thi:z. It is assumed of course
that forrill Hall heinz poorly bus it and out »f harrony in style, pre-
sugably, with the new Library, would he eliminated, but the new . .-
brary could be finishea first. '



—8~

Another grassy atreet rnning north conld be resarved between the prea~—
ont Agrioultural Hall and Margaret Hall. It should be 100 feet or 120
Peet wide, If lpcated next the Agricultural Hall, there would be a
apace west of it for another women's working huilding facing eart,

-~ There would remain a site for another women's workirg bulliing
setween the two puggested and facing north toward the gtreet, =bout
100 feat north of the existing east and weat 1littls rosdway., In thls
street would, ¥e think, properly bea the elecfrio rallway es suggeaied
in our preliminary report, ' ,

The women‘s dormitories womld beat be nlased around -an open
rectangle north of the sleotrle railway atreet, Thers could wWell be two
long ones running north and south on the weat side of thg qadrangle
and two on the emat side with square buildinga in the middle of the
north and south sides., The dormitories unless fireproofl should be only
two stories high, To give greater accomodntiona they might be longer
then usnual, but tihey shonld be so designed as to expresa their resicen-
tial charactar, as by low ceilings, cormpared with the working buildings, ®
bay windows, balconies, chirmeys for open fire-places and the like,

They should in fact have a decldedly domestio effect, avelding the usual
plain barracks or fastory aspcet so oormon in college dormiteries.

It would be sconamical te have a central dining hall and kiteren at

the middle of tlie north aide and a social hall in the middle of the
gouth side.

The next wide grasay atreset would be east of the rresent
Borticultural establishment, The space between this street and that
1ast desaribed wonld not be varv large but would probably be sufficiesnt
for both the Biglogioal Departmsnt end the Hortieultural Department, It
seems the beat gvailable place for theas purposes, Botany, Zoology,
Physiology and qther sciennes of vegetablem and animal 1ife should have
adequate recognition and shonld eventnally be provided with laboratories
and collections of living specimens under glass, as well as outdoor
working colleotions, Biology and Horticulture might be at firat accomo-
dated so far as lecture rooms and profe=sors' studies are concerned in a
building togethar here, inatead of having Botany accomodated in the top
story of the Main Hall along with the Humanity studies., If after fMurther
gtudy the space here should prove inadequate, these Dedartments might
be provided for northwest of Engineering Hall, although the mpace would
be limited by the eultivation patches of the Derartrent of Agriculture,
unless it should be decided that these experimenta could be transferred
to some more digtant ground,

It has been proposed to locate an Animal Husbandry Bullding on
the knoll in the southweast corner of the pasture east of the road that
crosses the railroad, This avpears to accord well with the generai
plan which we have outlined, but care should be taken to keep it well
south of the proposed electric railway street and on the east side of
the proposed grasay north and south strest east of the present Horti-
culture Building. The loeation of the proposad new Agricultural Hall
would influenoe the location cf this 120 foot grasay street and be
affected by it., The two sheld ha considered together and when deter-
mined the proposed Animal Husbandry Building ean be located to fit the
proposed street, Unless there is some renson to the sontrary, the
center line of the road to tiie railroad may asa well be taken ae the
axis for the reserved space, the new Agricultural Hall east wing being
kept 60 feet wept from thim center line and the west front of the
Animal Husbandry Building heing kept 60 feet east of it, The grade of
the Animal Husbandry Building should be established with due regar? to
the probable prpofile of tiie clsatric railway street, and probably that
would require that a few fest in dsmth ef the top of the knoll should be
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cut off . ‘he land southward of this is conveniently located for
an important future building of the Department of Agriculture,

put is in need of grading. It will help it greaily to set the new
Animal Fusbandry *uilding lower than the precent surface of the
imoll and to use the enrtn to £i11 up the low grouac. There would
pe sites for two or three agricultural puildings. <They shoulad if
possible have imposing front buildings bui may have work shops oOr
laboratories in their rears.

{he proposed Agriculiural 7all, already authorized, is to
be longer than and psrhaps fully ae imposing as the new “ain hall
recentlyooccupied, and it will be closely similar te 4t in archi-
tectural design. Such a building is far too important to appear
to have been placed casually on a 1itile rimse of ground and without
symmetrical relation to the new -zin »uilding. Clearly a decent re-
gard for art requires that it ghould be so placed as o he on the
axis of tuhe 'ain Puilding, and fecing it. It cannet for reasons trat
are obvious to anyone familiar with the conditions, be placed in
symme trical relation to tha *2in Building in any direction from it
except Fast. It is true there are disadventages in placing it at
the lower end of the central lawn facing the "=in Puilding, but the
advantages far outweigh the disadvantages.

i thout having studies out a couprehensive plan for the
disposition of numerous other buildinss which will probably have
to be built hereafter, it seeus & rousonably safe proposition to
Xeep this building far enough west of the new Dairy Building to
permit of the extension southward in a straight line of the straight
rosd already existing just east of torticultural Puilding. This will
minimize the disadvantage of seeming to semewaat efface the relation of
the ~airy Puilding to the central lawn. Thers will 81ill be a broad
and handsome view of the central lawn from the Tairy Ruilding past
ths north end of the proposed aAgricultural “all and plenty of goeod views
will remain of the front of the wairy Fuilding from the pnorthern parts
of the central lawn, and doubiless eventually & sufficient view will
be opened up o and from the Nairy “uilding past the southern end
of the proposed Agricultural Fall by the partial thinning out of
existing trees at present needed for screening the small residences
existing there.

Jocated as proposed, the finished grade line along the west
front of Agricultural Hall shoukd be raised oy £illing to about & or 6
feet above the existing surface at the middle of that front. (Tess at
the enda.) %he slope of the ground toward the east is such that to
preserve a desirable degree of harmony with the landscape conditions,
the finished grade line along the easti side of the long part of the
puilding ought to be about three feet lower than we have advised for
the west front, and gt the east end of the proposed projecting wing
at the middle of the building, the finished grade should be apbout two
feet lower yet, It would even be reasonable to have the @inished grade
along the east front of the building low enough tc expose the whole
vasement, thus making it possible to plan useful lecture ot other
students, working rooms in it.

If some other adjustment of the finished grade along the
east front of the vuilding is not made, it will be, we can only sup=
pose, from motives of economy in the construciion of the building. 8uch
an economy we can nardly helieve to be wise or necessary at the ex-
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pense of iths goci eppearance of the building in its relatlion to .ite
surroundinga, including not onl; the grow.l surfeces but trees in the
vicinity and especies’.ly-the airy Muilding. %Yhis is just one of the
points of design in which he Yrustees and Professors #re liable ,
through lack of sufficient experience in such speci.l matters, to yteld
to the idea of economizing in wasonry ana fall into the irrer..diable
error of setting the building too low, or of necessitating the creation,
by filling, of ugly grades and a gawky relalions!ip of .he buildiug

to the local landscape, of which 1t vill become the dominating f-at.ure.
“e venture to lay particular stress o1 this important matter because we
¢id not have a conference with the architect, and as we have known of
many cases in which architects have sct buildings toe low in order to
save in cxpense of foundationa, :r have insisted upon a level grac:
line all about the building when a slight slope would have been much
more harmonious with the landscape, and also because we noticed that the
Tean of the Nepartment of Agriculture had hecome so impressed with the
same applicatigqn of the motive of economy as to have yeemingly lessen-~
ed his fear of produeinz an ugly resuit in the way indicated. 1In short
the question of grades about thie building is an unususlly important
and difficult qne, and we recommend thai we be authorized, after learm~
ing, through egrrespondence, if possible, of the views of: the Dean and
of the archaiteqt, to prepare grading plans for the surroundings of this
building. If this is to be done, the area likely to be affecied, and

a margin of about 200 feet in addition, extended eastward <o the east
side of the cireult drive, should he cross-sectioned at intervals of
twenty~-five feet and trees located and a plot sent us as soon as possi-
b.ee :

The fact that the large area remaining free of important
working buildings in the southern part of the college sampus is 80
irregular in topography and that it is well furnished with the irees
originally planted, makes it exceedingly desirable to reserve it
m2inly for landscape effect.

Another objection to huving buildings in this part of the
campus is a practical one, but in its bearing upon the heauty of the
laniscape it is a very important ocne. This is that if there are
buiidings there it will inevitabiy follow in time that the great
natural lawn will become traversed in many directions Hy short cut
paths and these would for the most part have to be improved as a
matter of comfort and convenience into regular walks with hard, smooth
pavement. This may seem incredible to many who hardly notice ihe
few short cut paths now being worn in the grass, but we have had oc-
casion to study this matter in many cases for years and we cannot too
strongly express our coaviction that buildings on the south side »f the
central lawn will inevitably lead to cutting it up with broad walks.
the location of the new Agricultural -all as proposed will compel the
laying out of & walk east and west through the southern part of the
lamn. ‘This can be laid out on a long graceful curve with branches at
each end o meet the requirements of foot traffic, and by keeping it
s8lightly depregsed and somewaat among groups of trees wxiating or to
be planted, it will be comparatively unobtrugive. o doubt other walks
will have %o be laid out from the new builaing to other points., All
this is bad enougch, bhut a moderate area of lawn between the new Agri-
cultural “all and ain 'all can be kept free of walks. If more build-
ings are put ground the south side ¢f the ceniral lawn, a great part
of its natural beauty would unquestionably be lost bu cuiting it vp
with walks. With the limited number of students heving occasion .0
cross the lawn the wearing 5f short-cut oaths has not been markec, dut



the trouble is bound to increase flaster than the increase in the
number of situdents and teaching force. %:.c¢ present fusic Mall should
be eliminated from the south side of the central lawn as soor as
other provision can be made for music.

We suggest that the present Veterinary 5. hool be altered
and improved into a hospital for students. -The new Veteiinary Yos=
pital can be in the southeastern part of the college gr-unds, away
from all othar buildings and frequented grounds and convenient of
accesa for persons bringing diseased animals to it. It should be
surrounded by trees, but not shaded by them.

It dces not seem to bhe a gond poliicy for the college to
provide its teaching force with dwelling houses, ICr various vnzac’ical
re=sons, but certain attendants of harns and green-inouges must live
¢lome tu Gheir work, as they are liable to have o work at any hour of
the night as well as during the duy. These cotilages are not necescar-
ily large. If they are made of wood, they can be movcd when .ecessary
at no great cost, so 1t seems well to have them close to the working
placcs taneir occupants lhave to go 1o, but generally a little further
out from the central lawn. >u suitanle planting they can be made un=-
obirusive.

“any otuer topics might be discussed, but we must leave them
for consideration as they arise.

Yours Iespecifully
(signed) Olmsted Trothers.
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