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June 2nd, 1906, 

Dr. A. B, Storms, 

President Iowan State Coll se. 

Dear Sir:- 

Having visited the lowa State College, and having conferred 

with you and other members of the familty and of the Board of Trust es, 

as to the probable future requirements of the College, we mibmit the 

following repcert,. , ! : 

We find tint tne main co'lege campur in wunuaually large and 

yvegutifil. A ns , 

We learn that when the college waa started it firat president, 

realizing that the bare prairie land, however beautiful in itese ft, was 

not attrastive in its bare state as the setting for college pui..dings, 

and feeling the need of shade, of relief from tne glere of an unbroken 

sky, and of shelter from the fierce prairie winds, studied landscape 

gardening and directed the planting of the grounds with trees. 

The original plan annears to have peen the simple and natural 

one of housing the college at first in a large, long building. It Was 

located on the highest available spot, with its long axis north and 

south ana faced east so as +0 sormand a good view down a gentile slope, 

ncross a wide grassy river bottom, toward the ohject in the vicinity 

naving the greatest human’ interest, namely tne littie torn of Anes, 

empowered in trees. | | 

The gently sloping lawn east of the Main Hall was left mainly 

open, but was framed in, diversified and benutified by planking irreg- 

ular masses of trees north and south of it. Care waa taken to preserv > 

vistas from and toward the Main Hall and sufficient, irregular open 

spacss were left in tue more extensively planted southern part of the 

srounds and elsewhere for varied effects. A sheltering wind screen of 

trees was also plante? along a north and south fence line a few rods 

back of the Main Hall. = 
fhe trees sO Dlanted have now grown to practically mature size 

and what can readily be inferred to have heen the designed landscap” 

effects have been duly realized, They are simple and beautifua as every~ 

one who visita tue grounds must at once appreciate, The first general 

Ylan was well conceived and served admirably for yearn. 

The fir .t mocification of the plan necessitated by the growth 

of the college was not at all a serious one, When somo additional minor 

yuildings were to be built, they were located south an. west of the Main 

Hall wnere they did not at all interfere with the central, open landscap
e. 

The gecond modification of the plan occurred . * when sev- 

eral additional buildings of more -Mhitious architectural design 
and 

riore imposing height and mass than those last above referred to came to 

De built. These were located north and northeast of the Main Hall and 

were boldly made to take every lnundrcape advantage of the great centra
l 

larn by being placed in its borders and faced east and soutn upon it, 

The third nodification of the original plan occurred when the 

Targe airy Building was located at the erst or lower end of the great 

centrat lawn and faced west upon it, This large buicding hss practiecalll 

Costructed the only distant view and has ‘ad the ef ect of fr
enkl; 

closing off the landserne c .nnection of the great ecatral lawn "ith the 

proad, open slopes «nd extrorive rie lows Dbevond (east. 
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: fhe four.n modification of the originai plar ooturrec when the 

large and imposing Engineering He !l was placed well back of the Main 

Halli, yet not directiy back of 1t, tre ides ceing tnat there world be 

some view of the centri? lawn from it and tuat it would be seer from many 

parts of the central iawn, 
The plin so inaugurated and reditied was sidilar to that fol- 

lowed at the Ohio State Universi.y and at cvawrencevul.. School, 1ametly, 

a naturalistic park naving a central lawn Jiversified in grades anc by 

grounvs of trees: and single trees surrounded Cy pic. 1reszZue buildings 

o? irregulas plan and raisses and free crecitectural style intendec t- 

harmonize with the irreguiar masses of foliage and with cach other. At 

lows State College, however, there had developed a strong relucvance to 
placing the buildings on all sides of te lawn. This was due, howe or, 
nore to arvreciation of the beauty of trees as such than to record . fr 

tne gr-.ber and nooier beauty of landscape, Per the Dairy Building /as : 

permitted to buneck the principal view directly in front of the Main Hall. 
However, this is dore and with the -rowth oy the college it wouid 1.26 
baen necessary vor sone builcing to be placed where it would b.ock that 
view, 

The “undamental conception of a plan ur scheme thus do veloped 

ia comir bie. It is tommoniy designated thé "park plan" or "lAnndscepe" 

Plan, imp ’ying thereby a natmuliatic landscape treatment, This is an 
errereous narrowing of the meaning of both park and landscape, sirce 

doth a park and a landacane can be absolutely vYormel ana yet be beau-i- 

fil, although the people of this country have, with ‘omparacvively few 
exceptions, had but little experience of beautiful formal parks or land- 
scapes. 

The plan as ao far asveloped has bee” very satisfactory and 
has been greatiy admired and would continue to be sao were it not for 
two difficnities, 

First, the trees planted were mainly of soft woodec. and short 

lived varieties, s0 that every year many are broken by storms and ren- 
dgred feeble and shanelyse by crowding, in consequence of «hich they are 

redjually becoming decrepit and succumbing to drought ard cold and inse:is. 

Second, the college has outgrown and will continue to outgrow 

the informal landscape plan through increase in the number of students 

and teaching forree and through differentiation and development of methcds 
of instmiction., The result is thirt many more and mich larger buildings 
are required and the inconvenience of wid ly separated buildiiges is 
nore felt every year, and the lawns are more worn out year by year by 

tne enormous increase of traffic f.om builcing to building. 
Moreover, a marked change of fashion in architecture has occour- 

red, as a result of which the newer buildings besides being nuch Larges 
then the older ones are now designed in the excevdingly formal, cl: sic 
style and with very pronour ted synmetiy in at ieast tn front elevation, 
Thc inereased sige of the tuiliing tends to make them out cf scale with 

tae tre 3 and lawns and being onstant!y more mmerous he buildings 
dortinraic anc supersede the comaratively samaild and modest naturalistic 

landseane treatmant. Tre formal buildings some to demand, most obvimia~ 
ly and urgently, formal relations tc each other, and their symetry cries 

for recognition in the laying out of the roads and walks and plcntations 
anong the buildings, 3 

While it seens inevitable that good taste requires that formal~ 

ity and svmmetrv of design should be increasingly evident in the grounds 

cetween and inmediateiv about the puildings it does not follow that 
‘tic nat ralistie park lnsndsecape at a sreater di-tane. from the aggere- 
gation of buildings should not be preserved and ext>) ded, particul: ly 
in the broken southern part 9° the cammis wid wherev r the ground i. 

rolling and irregular. , , 

The first civfienlty altro:r.. distressing ana important re- 
Ss 

§ ( tires only time an* ('-t°27i ~ er set unremittingly applied to be 
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ayapeome. It enn be and 2s being mitigated by gradueliy cutting the 

Ceorey trees and replanting wherever fesivahle with cake end .ong 

-1 GQ. ti6es 
Fee eee Civficulty is a great ons. ord while matters have 

merkavs gone to far to enehle an laeni. and ne~fecily satisfactory 

flan te he cev. ed and carried Gat yet if-¢56 principles of .esign and 

the pmactical rrmuirerents o” college business are clearly appreciated 

anc eons: antiy arnlied, reaso: ably ereditab.e and satisiactory resnits 

can be icokec Perward io, Tt will soon «trike snyone approachin, t..6 

problem From this point of view that cert rin of the inforrallv designed 

puntéings will, in time, through one ereotion of classic style buildings 

about them, come +o nave ai aspect of ineongruity which will imply that 

hey mist be removed when the college can afford to ao so, 

We may mention, by way of illustration rather than as a complete 

summary, some oT tna ideas or prineinles which ought to have careful 

consideration in eonnestion with pianning the grounds and buildinzs. 

First, tne studerits'! working puilcings shoulda form a central 

necleus corresponeing to the business center of a torn, 

Second, tne residential buileinges should be relegated to an 

outer zone. 

Third, the business buildings should ne assembled acsording to 

their user, Tne rein leetuse room puilcings, corresponding to the 

office builAings of financicl institutions in 1 town, mnry be siven central 

and prominent locations, arm can alao the library, the euapel, the ad- 

Ministration office building when thers is a separate one, and otiers 

— purposes of which are quiet and Algnified Aad Lor chnioh a relatively 

ostly and forsnl style of architecture is appropriate, Those sticies 

eon require laboratories, involving disagreeable noises or smells, 

or vor which ore or lesa ohenp and temporary accomod: ions for ex- 

perimenting or “storage and like utilitarian purposes may be needed, from 

time to time, should be acconmodat -d in buildings so situated that. tu.ey 

can have rear nremises without offense to the appearance to the grouncs 

as a Wiok Some of this class of buildings may often best be a Littic 

Cut of che “center, as are usually the factories of a town, 

Fourth, the business pb —— should be distributed according 

to the devartna nt of instmiction, If the buildings were small and 

numerous ratner than large and few, This wo 1 often he lhoked after bet - 

ter thm it is and VFitn lear confision. In that case there might be a 

radiating stvreat for each departvent chia as it grew it woulsa naturelly 

exoand outware along its street instead of pushing circumferentially 

into its neichhbor's territory, The idea is simple enough ana when once 

apvrecinated, it will ik ele govern the selection of sites Fairly 

well hereafte iz. 
The Engineering and Agrimultnral Departments will need most 

space reserved for expansion, but they ahould spread cutward and not 

across inte tne space needed. for the expansion of the Departments of 

Horticulture, of Domestic Seienee, of the Library, or the Muacum, of the 

Lenguages, of Elementary Mathematics a, Chenistry end other Sciences common 

to tivo or more Devartnents, umgsm not to mention Physical Culture which 

so far as it is conducted in a gynnnisium o.ght to be eentraliv located 

and to have ~~ room to expand, 

Fifth, un.il such time as the appropriations are large enough 

in proportion to the accomodations to enable bullecings to be thoroug ghly 

fireproof throughout and of first class maverials and of dignified size 

and provorticns ana style, they shouid be limited in height, to lessen 

the danger of icss of 11 ves in case of fire and they shouwbd be of :iodest 

yet resvectable materials, such as brick, and unpre entious, yet vy no



moans displeasing architectural design. Taking the country as a whoie, 

tiere has been a notable improvement in the arehitectare of municipal 

g3hools, while many city hails, county court houses, and wo regret to 

say, many college buildings are pretentious, but obviously very cheap, 

imitations of costly out stone architecture, Their columns and portiscasg 

aad cornices and domes and ciwpolas are but little more durable in ma~ 

t3rial or painstaking in workmanship than the frankly temporary buildings 

of the World's Pairs, College professors should have too mich intsclili- 

gance and taste and love of honesty to endorse wooden or galvanized 

iron imitations of atone architecture. ! 

Sixth, A sufficient similarity of materinis used For tne exter 

ior of buildinga and in architectural style should be maintained to se- 

cure a harmonions general effect. An almost riotous license les pre= 

vailed in many of our most propperous colleges which has reduced such & 

hodgepodge of architectural units as to be more distresaing to persons 

of cultivated taste than the architectural beauty of individual buildings 

is gratifying, Some of these ineongrmuities are being mitigated by tear 

ing down the older and lesa costly buildings, and the fundamental necea~ 

sity of a general harmony, with only local and minor contrasta, is far 

from being recognized by college architects and adminisvrations,. 

Without going further into principles of design 7e will record 

some practioal advice which nay be of service in guiding the physica
l 

srowth of the college. | 

The first difficulty when we come to the application of prinoi- 

ple of design is the existence of a dumy railroad right in the ornam
ent= 

al front lawna of some of the most important buildings, It is conven- 

ient,—very mich s0,--but so are sewers and siables. For the same reason 

that we intelligent and refined Northernera do not admire the very con~ 

venient and economical open sewers in front oF the dwellings of New Orleans 

and other semi-tropical cities, and for the same reasons that 
we vould 

make its residents averse to an electric railway through Vandeventer 

Place or Westmoreland Place in St,Louis, or Fifth Avenue adjoining Central 

Park in New York, all concerned ought to feel willing to accede to the 

removal of this railway and to the location of a modern electric rail- 

way back far enough of, that in north of, Margaret Hall, to leave room 

#or needed additional working Duildingsa, There could be a break in the 

lawns between what might be the college campus proper and its outlying 

devendencies. But to deliberately lay out a new electric railway with 

its leng, heavy, dangerous, noisy, vulgar and conspicuoun carn, directly 

in front of handsome college buildings, cutting through their refined 

and beautiful broad lawns would seem to most intelligent and unpredudi-~ 

qial people an almost incredible yielding of love for the beautiful 

ana appropriate to a blind, narrow-minded gréed for utility and personal 

aversion to even the exertion of walking say 200 yards, If it had not 

been for tne existence of the old dummy road, we doubt if the idea 

of running a great interurban electric railway close to the fronts 

of important college buildings and destroying the beanty of the lawns 

fould even lave bean proposed. much lesr ardently advocated or self- 

ighly aesented to by professors and students, True, the wishes of 

professorr and atudents should ever receive respedtful and carci at- 

tention from the Trmistees, but we take it Trustees are appointed not 

to carry out the will of a majority of the profersora or of the 

students, whatever it may be, mt te use their bert judgmant and to 

decide in view of the Miture aw well ae with regard to present Yer — 

quirements and oonditions, Colleges are permanent 1A titutione, 68 & 

Yule, They grow and ohange But mich of what is done now Wili aid or 
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homper, beautify or permanently disfigure the
 grounds and tk sug. them 

part of the anjoyment of life of untold nins
bers of teaching Sf 1ce snd 

svudents for many gererations to come. Fs ic opinion and tasi of vhe 

college cummunity would, we firmly believe
, always regres the aceCi3ion 

(iv it should he made) of the Trustees to a
llow the new inwer--u2dan 

electric railway to run throug: the lawn. and
 among the principal | 

crnlege buildings. the incongruity would inevita
bly become fore marked 

with the ereation of each new large, handso:.c c”.e
ge building in the 

future. We earnestly recomend that the lov
ation asked xor py th2 

new interurban electric railway be not gran
ted, but that a locaton 

north of the eqllege buildings that wil
l accord with a reasoi cle 

plan for the disposition of future 
college buildings, such as thet ve 

shall now partially describe, he offered t
hem. in closing our pre -ession 

al protest against the location of the p
roposed electrix raiivay scuth 

of “argaret Fall, we heg te assure the Trustees, through youp the’
 ~hé 

electric railway, if so located, sill very 
greatly interfere not 97r-y 

with the plan for location of future bui
ldings which ve shall adv.se, 

but we have been unable to think of ary ot
her disposition of tuildings, 

that would be satisfactory, that would not be interfered with by the 

locatior of an electric railway as propo
sed. In other words, we be- 

lieve the location propesed vas devise
d to meet present commercaal 

requirements and with Little or no reg
ard for any reasonavle or suite 

able plan for the disposition of future college buildings
. ‘Yc certainly 

could not recommend the Chemistry-Physic
s “all to be where we have 

planned it, if the electric railway is to be there
. Yarious sensative 

inatruments could not be used and many 
delicate experiments would be 

vitiated or become impossible in guc
h close proximity to an electric 

railwaye fost likely the college would have to s
pread its buildings 

over the beautiful lawn, and into the p
icturesque park, to avoid the 

electric railway, if located as proposed. 

Hereafter, there should be a more orderly disposition of build- 

ings and if present fashion controls th
ere will be more symmetrical 

buildings, so that the motives of an archites
h in squeezing the heteri- 

geneous requirements of the interior 
accommodations into formal and 

symmetrical exteriors ought to be fo
llowec in the placing of build 

ings, With respect to each other. 

The relation of the Gngineering zZulid
ing to the Main Builce 

ing is not as formal as it should have 
been to correspond vith the 

symmetry in design of each of these bui
icangs. The two buiidings are 

parallel with each other but “stagg
ered”, as the mechanical engineé<:r 

would say, so as to give the “mgineering Buicding 
a view upon the cene- 

tral laym and conversely to enable 44+ to be seen from it. this is an 

téea and a good one for informal a
nd smailer buildings, such as pro

f 

essoret resicences, but its applice.io
n in ‘he present case is unvor- 

tunate in its results. Were and propaoly still larger form
al build- 

ee have yet to be
 toecea sens 

We advise that sites 2of four large b
uildirgs be reserved, in 

two rows, two buildings to be north of Bngineering ‘fail and two north 

of Main nall. Tet tnat nex” north of Fngineeri
ng Fall be rather near 

to it, say within about 60 or 8) eet of i
te ‘this we think should be @ 

long building, north and south, wi
th two “ings, projecting westward, 

and should he for chemistry and p
hysics, the northrely part being for 

chemistry» i oe ae : 

In the Main Building row
 there should be a large building with
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it: ent rectly east of the center of the CLemistry-Fh; 31
¢3 Bull, 

has ce in pe oe ee of the cla:s aoe puiluings aevotec to the 

foranities and not regiiring laboravories should, we think, be a join’, 

Liovary and mise m, 80 Planud that in time the library with 1.3 
read- 

ing and study rooms may teke moz* and wore of the 
bu iding, se that 

eventually the Ajplied Art Department may be moved int
o siglo build- 

ing, Probably the best idea rould be to make thir bu
ileong 4 a forics 

of units  wouig one or more in erior courts, which coula vnen co
mm.eted 

be roofed and lighted from ampleclere stc’y windors
 or by akylign 6. 

tts situation ia such that it shovid i.ve two 
-TOnth, facing east and 

west. Wrile centered on Chem‘stry-Physics Hall it could event
ially 

be much longer. It might even extend south to a p int as far nort: of 

the east and weat axis of Enginee “ing Hall as the no
rth end of the 

is south of it. | 
eee orth 6E the Chemistry-Phvsics Hall wo

uld be a Rite which 

mizht be occupied by a somewhat te.porary Asserbly Hall, We belie”: 

4¢t is hardly worth while to have such a building of 
monumenta, con- 

atruction and design, since ita purpose is to contain, as a sircle 
aucience, the whole body of students and instmiction force and numerous 

visitors, It would perhpar Eu beat to have a ateel and wire lathing 

and c-ment roof and celling that would be non~inflammable and yet 
rot too costly to replace when the need arises, as it surely will, 
When it is to be superseded, this site may be in more pressing demand 
for a science laboratory building. In that case the larger assembly 
herl can be erected further from the central buildings. 

The corresponding site east of thie in the Humanities Row 
cen be uged for a Sehool of Pedagogy or for a school of Arts and Crafts 
or Applied Aart or of Music or Oratory or some other pr.cession, 

Directly back of the Main Hall and south of Engineering Hall 
“8 a gite which calls for a small building. This might perhaps be 
gm orfice building, vor doing business with the students particularly. 
It would relieve the Main Hall from this burden and enable it +0 be 
saevoted more exclusively to lectures aid studies, Possibly it might 
not be as convenient for the students. If so, it might be used for 
faculty and committee meetings and for the President's office, which 
would leave space in the Main Hall for lecture purposer, 

Purther south in the science row, there would be a site for 
a Mechanical and Electrical Bngineecring Hall, similar in size and style 
to the present Engineering Hall and correspondingly related in dist.nce 
and direction from the Main Hali. 

When still other buildings of the same digrified size and 
style are needed for she Departmailt of Engineer’ .ng, it is Jikely tat 
they would better be weat of the Engi .eering .iall in © row parallel with 
it and far enough to teave a jarge*back yard" sort of crea for one- 
stery, cheap shops and“sheda 1d odda and ends. It me. be this ugly 
ersa could ‘.e partially close: in and to a great exten. hidden by 
additional ‘oodlooking buildi:gs alone the north ona south sices of 
the rectangie or aquare. Thi: should be studied, and if feasiole, Kept 
in mini, Premunably the north side of the ~ortherly buildings should 
line witl the north side of the présent Eng. neering Hall and tne soiwwh 
side of the goutherly buildings with tie south end of the fMuiture .fe- 
chanical and Electrical Enginesratng dall. : 

It has hee: contemplated that the athletic and baseball 
tTield, tow crowded by Engineering H-..-. 7 
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should be given u> and a new achletic field located in the near
ly level 

Sand in the soutnwest corner of the colle:;: campuse “This may do for 

a term of yearg sutfliciently long %0 fully justi
cy she eventual reline 

quismment of the ground fo: wuildings and the transf
er fo the Athlevic 

34074 to some Gistant lecation, either Gown vowara the river or north 

of the railroaé. Tis preat convenernce, esnecialt:y after th» proposed 

eledtric railway lias been run, as We have recomended, aiong the side 

west of the area Wuere the Grand Stand Wouis ve, is certainly sufficient 

to warrant runing the risk of havin, t° lose the investment eventually. 

5 act that it is nearly all undercrained alre
ady would make it cost 

jess thon a site near tre river, which moreove
r would have to be dyked 

and at times drained by pumping to mace it 
avalliaolee 

whe most convenient si-e for & men's gymnasitm would seer to be 

southwest of the pr-sent Hngineering Laborato
ry and at the northos:s 

corner of the Athletic #ieid. It should be considerably further south 

of the straight east and west roai than tne new 
Social Fall, because it 

may prove necessary to move tint road sout
h to make suitable space for 

he proposed “.echanical and Wleetrical -mgi
neering “alle 

Then the wore nressing needs of the college for stud
ents’ work- 

ins buildings have been met, we relieve the pol
ey of buildin: dormite- 

ries will be inaugurated. ‘/nen sites for dormitories come to be in d
ee 

mand, it seems clear enough that the women's dormito
ries will be north 

of ‘‘argaret Fall, but far enough from it to leave space for workin, 

buildings for tne women students. ‘the men's dormitories would hest be 

in the nearly level area that vould remain 
between the westerly row of 

nc inéeering Tevartment buildings above ref
erred to and. the west boundary 

of the collece campus. “oth men’s abd worten's dormitories if lon
s and 

narrow should run north and south 50 
all rooms will have sun either 

mornine or afternoon. Fach of the men's dormitories -hould be cent
ercu 

on the east and west axis of either ‘ngin
eering ‘all, ‘ain Mall or 

echanical and lectrical Fngineering :all, 
or else the space between 

them shovld center on one or the other of the
se axes, and the ncvth ends 

of the nertherly ones should line up wi
tn the north end of Tngineering 

Vall and the south ends of “he soutnerlyvy onea shovld be on the east an
d 

west line correspi udingly south f the east and west axis of “ain Hall. 

In this wav an orderly grouping of pui
ldings will sventuelly result 

wiich will always prove more satisfacto
ry in every Way than the irreg- 

ular, hand «o mouth, short-sighted way of Loc
ating each building without 

regard to the many other buildings which the needs
sof the future wiil 

cause to be erectede : : , : 

It would seem reasonable to lay out definitely what may for. 

xonvenience be called a street, only
 it would be mostly turf, 80 feet 

or 100 feet wide running east and west 
imedietely north of ingi- serine 

Tell and another equidistant souch -f the east and west amis of Main 

Galle The latter may be wider than the other 5
0 as ~% center exactly 

on th Social Hall around wiich the 
Little roadway ci. pass by 4 gentle 

corvee “ne Social Hall can 08 considered a
s the eastern terminus of 

the southerly straight road. his location of “he southerly road w
ill 

determine the north side of the .en's Cy
mansium, if it is pur near the 

northeast corner of the new Athletic 
Piel. 2 

There would be another open strip or stre
et probably 100 feet 

or 150 feet wide extending nurthwa
rd from the central lawn just east 

of the suggested large ldbrary-iHusews 
building. The next large working 

building for women could face west 
up this. It is assumed of course 

that “orrill Hall beins poorly buc ic 
and out of harmony in etyle, pre- 

supably, with the new Library, would be
 eliminated, but the new .-- 

brary could be finishea firste 
: s 
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Another grassy street minning north conid be reserved between the presa
- 

ent Agricultural Hall and Margaret Hall. It should be 100 feet or 120 

Peet wide. If located next the Agricultural Hall, there wold be a 

apace west of it for another women's working building facing eart. 
-.. There would remain a nite for another women's working bull‘ing 

‘etween the tvo suggested and facing north toward the atreet, about 

100 feet north of the existing east and went little roadway. In this 

street would, we think, properiy be the elec-rics railway es suggeaied 

in our preliminary report. — | = 2 : 
The women's dormitories would beat be plased around ‘an open 

rectangle north of the eleotric railway street, Trere could Well be two 

jong ones munning north and south on the weat side of the quadrangic 

and tyro on the eaat side with square buildings in the mifdie of the 

north mic south sides, The dormitories unless fireproof! ahould be only 

two stories high, To give greater accomodations they might be longer 

then usual, but they should be Bo designed ar to expresa their resicen~ 

tial character, as by low ceilinge, compared with the working buildings, dD: 

bay windows, balconies, chirmeysa for open fire-places and the 1ike, 

They should in fact have a decidedly domestio effect, avoiding the usual 

Plain barracks or factory arpeet sq cormon in sollege dormitories. : 

It would be economical to have a central dining hall and kitenen at 

the middle of the north aide and a social hall in the middle of the 

south side, : 
The next wide grassy atreet would be east of the present 

Horticultural egtablishment, The space between this street and that 

last described would not be very large but would probably be sufficient 

for both the Biological Department and the Horticultural Department. it 

seems the beat available place for these purpores. Botany, Z0o0logy, — 

Physiology and other sciences of vegetables and animal life should have 

adequate recognition and should eventnally be provided with laboratories 

and collections of living specimené under glass, as well as outdoor 

working collections, Biclogy and Horticulture might be at fireat accomo~ 

dated so far as lecture reoms and professors’ studies are concerned in a 

building together here, instead of having Botany accomodated in the top 

story of the Main Hall along with the Humanity atudies. If after further 

study the space here should prove inadequate, these Departments might 

be provided for northwest of Engineering Hall, although the apace would 

be limited by the multivation patches of the Department of Agriculture, 

unless it shonld be decided that these experiments could be transferred 

to some more distant ground, 
It has been proposed to locate an Animal Hunbandry Building on 

the knoll in the southwest corner of the pasture east of the road that 

erosses the railroad, Thia appears to accord well with the generai 

plan which we have outlined, but care should be taken to keep it well 

gouth of the proposed electric railway atreet and on the east side of 

the proposed grassy north and south street east of the resent Horti- 

culture Building. The loeation of the proposed new Agricultural Hall 

would influcnoe the location cf this 120 foot grasay street and be 

affected by it. The two shold be considered together and when deter- 

mined the proposed Animal Husbandry Building can be located to fit the 

proposed street, Unless there is some renson to the sontrary, the | 

center line of the road to the railroad may an well be taken as the : 

axis for the reserved space, the new Agricultural Hall east wing being 

kept 60 feet west from this center line and the weat front of the 

Animal Husbandry Building being kept 60 feet east of it. The grade of 

the Animal Husbanarv Building should be established with due regarc to 

the probable profile of tie electric railway street, and probably that 

would remiire that a few fest in dewth ef the top of the Knoll should be 
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eut off . “he land southward of this is c
onveniently located for 

an important future puilding of 
the fepartment of Agriculture, 

but is in need of grading. It will help it gréctly to set 
the new 

animal Eusbandry *uilding lower tha
n the present surface of tne 

knoll and to uce the earth to fill up the low 
grounc. There would 

‘pe sites for two or three agricultural buildi
ngs. They should if 

possible have imposing front b
uildings but may have work sho

ps or 

Laboratories in their rearse 

{ne proposed Agricultural Tall, al
ready authorized, is to 

be longer than and perhaps fully 
ae imposing as the new “ain hall, 

recentlyooceupied, and it will be
 closely similar to it in archi- 

tectural design. Such a building is far too impo
rtant to appear 

to haye been placed casually o
n a Little riae of ground and 

without 

symmetrical relation to the ne
w “ain »ullding. Cleariv a decent re- 

gard for art requires that it
 should be so placed as to be

 on the 

axis of the "lain Puilding, and f
acing it. It cannot for reasons that 

are obvious to anyone familiar wi
th the conditions, de placed in 

symmetrical relation to tha “ain
 Building in any direction from 

it 

except Rast. It is true there are disadvant
ages in placing it at 

the lower end of the central lawn facing the “iain Puil
ding, but ‘ne 

advantages far outweigh the di
sadvantages. 

| 

Without having studies out a coupre
hensive plan for the 

disposition of numerous othe
r buildings which will proba

bly have 

to be built hereafter, it seems & rensonably sare pr
oposition te 

keep this nuilding far enoug
h west of the new Dairy Build

ing to 

permit of the extension southwar
d in & atraight line of the str

aight 

road already existing just east
 of corticultvural Building. This will 

minimize the disadvantage e
f seeming to semewnat efface

 the relation of 

the “airy Auilding to the centr
al lam. ‘There will siill be a broad 

and handsome view of the ce
ntral lawn from tne Dairy R

uilding past 

the north end of the proposed
 Agricultural Tall and plen

ty of good views 

will remain of the front of t
he vairy Building from the nor

thern parts 

of the central lawn, and doubt
less eventually a sufficient 

view will 

be opened up to and from the Dairy “uild
ing past the southern end 

of the proposed Agricultural “
all by the partial thinning ou

t of 

existing trees at present needed for scree
ning tne small residences 

existing therée 
Located as proposed, the finished grade line along 

the west 

front of Agricultural Hall sho
ubd be raised by filling to a

bout 6 or & 

feet above the existing surface
 at the middle of that front.

 (Less at 

the ends.) ‘Zhe slope of the ground toward 
the east is such that to 

preserve a desirable degree 
of harmony with the landscape

s conditions, 

ne finished grade line along 
the east side of the long par

t ef the 

building ought to be about t
hree feet lower than we have

 advised for 

the west front, and et the 
east end of tne proposed pro

jecting wing 

at the middle of the puildi
ng, tue finished grade should 

be about two 

feet lower yet, It would even be reasonable to 
have the finished grade 

along the east front of t
he puilding low enough to

 expose the whole 

basement, thus making it possible to 
pian useful lecture ot oth

er 

students! working rooms in it. 
| 

If some other adjustment of 
the finished grade along the 

east front of the building 
4g not made, it will be, we can only sup= 

pose, from motives of economy
 in the construction of the 

building. Ruch 

an economy we can nardly be
lieve to be wise or necessary at 

the ex-



pense of the goci appearance of the building in its relation to its 
surroundings, including not only the grouvr.c surfaces but trees in the 
vacinity and especie)..ty-the Mairy “Nuilding. ‘this is just one of the 
pvints of design in which “he trustees and Professors fre jiable , 
through lack of sufficient experience in such speci.l matters, to yleld 
to the idea of economizing in wasonry anda fall into the irre: diable 
error of setting the building toe low, or of necessitating tne creation, 
by filling, of ugly grades and a gawky relations::ip ef vhe builciug 
to the local landscape, of which it vill become the @ominating fa‘ ure. 
“e venture to lay particular stress o1 this important matter because we 

cid not have a conference with the architect, and as we have xnown of 
any cases in which architects have set buildings tos low in orde: to 

save in expense of foundations, <r have insisted upon a level grac- 

line all about the building when a slight slope would have been much 

more harmonious with the landscape, and also because we noticed that the 
Dean of the Separtment of Agriculture had become so impressed with the — 
game applicatidn of the motive of economy as to have seemingly iessen= 
ed his fear of produging an ugly resuit in the way indicated. In short 
the question of grades about this building is an unusually important 3 e cae 4 

and difficult one, and we recommend that we be authorized, after learn- 
ing, through eerrespondence, if possible, of the views of: the Dean and 
of the architeet, to prepare grading plans for the surroundings of this 
building. If thie is to be done, the area likely to be affected, and 
a margin of about 200 feet in addition, extended eastward «to the east 
side of the cireuit drive, should be cross-sectioned at intervals of 
twenty-five feet and trees located and a plot sent us as soon as possi-~ 

fhe fact that the large area remaining free of important 

working buildings in the soughern part of the college sampus is so 

irregular in topography and that it is well furnished with the trees 

riginally planted, makea it exceedingly desirable to reserve it 

mainly for landscape effect. 7 
Another objection to having buildings in this part of the 

campus is a practical one, but in its bearing upon the beauty of the 

landscape it ig a very important one. This is that if there are 

puiidings there it will inevitabiy follow in time that the great 

natural lawn will become traversed in many directions by short cut 

paths and these would for the most part have to be improved as a 

matter of comfort and convenience into regular walks with hard, smooth 

pavement. This may seem incredible to many whe hardly notice the 

few short cut paths now being worn in the grass, but we have had oc@ 

casion to study this matter in many cases for years and we cannot toe 

strongly express our conviction that Buildings on the south side of the 

central lawn will inevitably lead to cutting it up with broad Walkse 

fhe location of the new Agricultural Hall as proposed will compel the 

laying out of a walk east and weet through the southern part of the — 

jawn. ‘This can be laid out on a iong graceful curve with branches at 

each end to meet the requirements of foot traffic, and by keeping it 
slightly depressed and somewnat among groups of trees existing or to | 

pe planted, it will be comparatively unobtrusive. Fo doubt other walks 

will have $0 be laid out from the new building to other points. All 

this is bad enough, but a moderate area of lawn between tne new Agri- 

cultural "all and “lain “all can be kept free of walks. If more builde 

ings are put graund the south side cf the central lawn, a great part 

of its natural beauty would unques*ionably be lost bu cutting it wp 

with walks. With the limited number of students heving occasion -0 

eross the lawn the wearing of short-cut oaths has «ot been markec, but 
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the trouble is bound to increase faster than the increase in the 

number of students and teaching force. ‘x present Music Nall should 

be eliminated from the south side of the central lawn as soor as 

other provision can be made for musice = 

coe We suggest that the present Veterinary 5.hool be altered 
and improved into a hospital for students. ~The new Vete:iinary Nose 

pital can be in the southeastern part of the college grounds, away 

from all other buildings and frequented grounds and convenient of 

access for persons bringing diseased animals to it. It should be 

surrounded by trees, but not shaded by them. 

Tt dees not seem t» be a good policy for the college to 

provide its teaching force with dwelling houses, for various vmac' ical 

rezsons, but certain attendants or barns and green-houges mus* live 

Close tu cheir work, as they are liable to have ts work at any hour of 

the night as well as during the dxy-. These cottages are not necescar= 

jly large. If they are made of wood, they can pe moved When i.ecessary 

at no great cost, so it seers well to have them ciose to the working 

places their occupants lave to go to, but generally a little further 

out from the central lawn. u suitanle planting they ¢an ve made une= 

ObUrUusivee 
7 Vany other topics might be discussed, but ve must leave them 

for consideration as they arise. 
Yours respectfully , 

(Signed) Olmsted Trothers. 
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