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Tuskegee Institute, Alabama.
November 24, 1924

To the =ditor of ths NNew York Times
Times Building
New York City

iy dear 3ir:

I nave rzad wita iucn interest your editorial pertaining to myself
in the issue of jovember 20t:.

I regret esxcaedingly tnat sucik a gross misunderstanding snould arise
as to hat was meant by "Divire iaspiration." Inspiration is never

at variance witan information; in fact, thie mors information one has,
the greatsr will be tir inspiration.

Paul, the great Scholar, says, Second Timotay 2-15, "Study to shor
tiyself approved unto (od, & Vorkman that nesdetn not to be ashamsd,
rigntly dividing tne word of truth."

Again he says in Galatians 1-12: "RFor I neithar received it of man,
neithsr was 1 tauzht it, but by tae revelation of Jesus Carist."
Many, many other equally strong passages could be citzd, but these
two are sucrficient to form a base around waica to cluster my re-
marks. In t.e first verss, I navs followed znd am yat following

tie rirst word &f study.

1 am a graduate of the Iowa State gollege of Agriculsure ant ie-
chanical Arts, located at Amas, Jowa, taking two degrees in Scisntiric
Agriculture. Did considerable work in Simpson College, Indianola,
along tha liaes of Art, Literaturs and Music.

In Chemistry, tae iollowing parsons nave been my inspiration and
guide for study; Justin Von Liehik, Dr. Leroy J. Blinn, Dr. Ira
Remsen, Drs. L. L. Do Houninck, X. Dietz, Robert Mellet, Villiam
G. Valentin, J. Meritt Matthews, 2dwin 3. Slosson, . Luckiesh,
Harrison Z. Howe, Charles Vhiting Baker, Helen Abbott, ilichael,
Mad. Currie, G20« J. Brusih, Charles ®. Cnandler, G. Dragendorff,
Frederick Horiman, Josef Berscn, Arthur ¢. Wright, M. V. O'Brine,
Lucdien Geschwind, Stillman, Viley, Dana, Ricaards & Voodman,
Harry Snyder, (oleman and Addymen, Mead:, Ostwald. Warringcton,
Winslov, and a number of others, zll of vhich ars in my own li-
brary witn but few ex€eptions. In Botany, Loudon, Vood, Coulter
Stevens, Knignt, 3aily, De Candole, Pammel, Besssy, Chapien,
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rditor, Wew York Times,

Gray, Goodale, Youmans, lMyers, Britton and Brown, Small, and others.
These books are also in my own library. Dietaries, Henry, Richards,
Mrs. Potter Palmer, Milss, Wing, Fletcher Berry, Kellogg, Nilson,
and others-

In addition to the above, 1 receive the leading scicntific pub-~
lications. 1 thoroushly understand that thaers are scientists to
whom the wnole world is merely the result of chemical rorces oOr
material elsctrous. I ¢o not belong to tais class. I fully
agree wita the RT. 3sv. Irving Paake Johnson, D. D., Bisnop of
Colorado in a litils pamphist entitled "Religion and the Super-
natural."” It is published and distributed by the Prinity Parish
of your owa city. I deiy any ons vho has an open mind to read
this lesaflet through and thea deny there is such a thing as Di-
vine inspiration.

In evolving new creations, I am wondaring of what value & book
would be to the creator if he is not a master of analytical work,
both gualitative and quantitative. I can see resdily his need
for ths book from which to get his amalytical methods. The mas-—
ter analyst needs mno book; he is at liberty to take apart and
put together substances, compatible or non compatible to suit his
own particular taste or fancy.

An Txample

While in your besautiful city, I was struck wita the large number
of Taros and Yautias displayed in many of your markets; they are
edible roots imported to tWmis cowmtry largely from Trinidad, Porte
Rico, China, Duten Guiana, and Peru. Just as soom as I saw theso
luscious roots, I mervslsd at the wondorful possibilities for their
gxpansion. Dozens oOf tiaings cams to me whils standing therc look-
ing at taem. I would follow tas samz or similar linos I havs pur-
suzd in devsloping products from t.c white potato. I know of no
Oone W0 nas ever workeG with thsse 100ts in tais waye. 1 know of
no book from whica I can got tnis indormation, yat I will have no
trouble in doing it.

If this is not inspiretion end information from a sourecs graater
than mysslf, or groater then any ons has wrought up to tho praesent
tinie, kindly tell mo vwhat it is.

"And ys shall know the truth and the truth shall make you frac.®
John 8 - 32.

Science is simply tha trutsa about anything.
Yours very truly,

Director of Research and Zxperiment Station.
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