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THE “CHAMPION.”

The selection and purchase of a Reaping and Mowing Machine
is, in view of the first cost, and the value of the crop to be se-
cured by their use, a matter of great importance to the farmer;
we, therefore, make no apology in again urging the claims of
«The Champion” upon your consideration, believing, as we do
most honestly, that they are best adapted to your wants.

The thousands of farmers who each year buy some kind of
Harvesting Machine, have a certain amount of grain of various
kinds and a certain amount of grass to cut and secure. The im-
portant question for them to determine is what kind of a machine
to buy to attain this end in the most perfect and least expensive
manner. We will briefly discuss the chief points which enter into
a wise decision of this question.

First. It is obvious that if one machine will perform all of
this varied work, is light on the team, compact and durable, they
do not need two machines. Thus the list to select from is nar-
rowed down to

COMBINED MACHINES.

The argument in their favor is short and conclusive. As Mow-
ers and as Reapers they are fully equal to any machine made, es-
pecially for the separate work in either grass or grain—while the
first cost is greatly less than for two machines. The repairs cost
less and less room is required for storage when not in use. The
verdict of farmers who buy machines has been so decidedly in
their favor, that nine-tenths of all machines put in the market
for 1871, were of this description.

Following this, comes the question as to the style of Reaping
Attachment to select, and we here present the claims of the
“Champion ” as superior to all others from the fact that the pur-
chaser can, at his option, adopt cither or all of the three standard
styles of Reaping, viz:
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Self-Raker, Hand-Raker or Dropper.

Thus making it the most complete combined machine in the mar-
ket. With the cuts on the following pages we give a short de-
scription of each of these three styles of attachments, leaving
the purchaser to decide which he prefers, where each has substan-
tial and peculiar advantages.

The next consideration is

Durability and Freedom from Breakages.

No farmer can afford to buy a machine that is poorly built, or
in which inferior stock is used. Few accidents in the course of
a year are so serious, as regards expense, and certainly none so
trying on the patience as a “break-down” in harvest.

Our claims for the superiority of the “Champion” in this most
essential particular are founded, First, on the wrought-iron frame
used on all of our Combined Machines. This frame is strongly
riveted together and well braced, and upon it the shafting and
boxing are firmly bolted. No wooden or cast-iron frame—the
former liable to warp, twist and decay—the latter to constant
and fatal breakages—can equal one of strong wrought-iron bars.

Second, to the first-class material and workmanship throughout
every part of these machines. No one now denies, either manu-
facturer or dealer, friend or rival, that the “Champion” is

The best made Machine in the Market.

This most enviable reputation has been obtained by the ex-
penditure of a vast amount of money in the purchase of the best
materials and the employment of the best mechanical skill, which
could have been saved by the selection of what was of inferior
quality. For fifteen years—in fact, since the “ Champion” was
put into the field, the best of everything only has been used in
their construction. Other manufacturers could have competed
successfully in this respect, but none have had the nerve or en-
terprise to go steadily forward in a well defined path—keeping
their machines fully up to the highest standard—when they con-
sidered that a saving of a few dollars only on the first cost of each
machine resulted in an aggregate annual saving of many thous-
ands of dollars in their outlay—forgetting, however, the other
fact, viz: that this saving was made at the cost of their custom-
ers. We next come to the question of



LIGHT DRAFT AND COMPACTNESS.

These are both important considerations, for no careful farmer
will submit to having his team ruined by dragging a heavy, cum-
bersome machine through his hay and grain harvest in the heat
of mid-summer. As to our claims for compactness, our machines
afford their own conclusive proof. As to draft—while we could
give a long array of favorable figures reported at all the great
Field Trials of past years, we prefer to refer the purchaser to any
of his neighbors who have run our machines, or still better, to
his own decision after a fair trial on his own farm and with his
own team. We finally come to the question of

THE PRICE OF THE MACHINE.

We do not claim that we offer our machines for the fewest dol-
lars or on the longest line of credit that can be obtained. In fact,
it is difficult to determine just how low some machines can be
bought, or the limit of the number of years of credit that can be
obtained in a purchase from manufacturers determined to push
their inferior and poorly made machines, of which they have an
over supply, or from agents anxious to make their commission
and work off “old stock.” If limit there is, it is more in the
modesty of the buyer than the firmness of the seller. To all such
we offer no rivalry. There may be farmers so involved in debt
that they find it to their interest to buy these poor machines, but
they are of the class who must stock their farms with second hand
implements and broken down teams. To the well to do farmer,
who is willing to pay a fair price on fair terms of credit for a first-
class Implement, we offer the

Cheapest Machine in the Market,

Regard being had to material and workmanship employed—du-
rability, and amount and quality of service in grass and grain
cutting. To this class of farmers we submit the “ Champion ”
Machine for their careful inspection, even with a difference of ten
to twenty dollars in the selling price over many of their compet-
itors, and ask them to apply the same wise business principle
which leads them to decide promptly a difference of fifty to one
hundred dollars in the value of one horse over another.
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The Quincy Herald on the St. Louis Exhibition.

[From the Quincy Herald, October 28th.]

The ‘‘Champion.”---A Perfect Machine.---Leading Reaper and
Mower.---A Brilliant Record.---Facts for the Purchaser.--
The ‘‘ Champion” at St. Louis.--Victories at Other Points.

Among all the fine displays made at the late St. Louis Fair, none attracted
more attention or received greater praise from visitors than the exhibition of
harvesting machines by the Champion Machine Company of Springfield, O.
The Reapers and Mowers manufactured by this Company are widely and
well known to agriculturists, having in the past few years outstripped all
competitors, carried away the first honors from the most thorough practical
tests, and won the right o the best invention for harvesting purposes in the
world.

Exaisrrion AT St. Louts.—The Company, fresh from hundreds of victories
over rival machines, came to St. Louis, quietly placed on exhibition ‘‘The
Champion,” and created in the agricultural department a sensation unprece-
dented in farm machinery. Two of the six machines placed on exhibition,
were without doubt, the finest specimens of workmanship ever shown in a
harvesting machine, and the novelty of high art in a harvester, attracted the
attention and elicited high commendations from thousands, daily. The
company bestowed upon the two machines extraordinary attention, every
step in the manufacture reflecting rare skill and remarkable proficiency. The
finish was artistic, the painting unrivaled, and the appearance indescribably
beautiful, arresting the attention of every one who looked through the fair
grounds.

TESTIMONIALS. —Among the large crowds who stopped to look at the ma-
chines were very many farmers, who knew the worth of the Champion
from experience, having operated it at home. In every case they testified to
its excellence, its superiority >ver other harvesters they had tested, and vol-
untarily stated that the machine had given perfect satisfaction, was,the best
in use and under no circumstances could they be induced to part with it.

VicTories.—It is unnecessary to refer to the long list of triumphs won by
the Champion Company in actual contests and field trials, running into hun-
dreds the present year, as the public are somewhat acquainted with its bril-
liant career. .We simply call attention now to the splendid victory achieved
at the National Industrial Exposition at Cincinnati, also the week of the St.
Louis fair. In the contest for the grand bonors were all the leading harvest-
ing machines of the United States, machines that formerly claimed to excel,
machines that boasted superiority over all competitors, machines that pre-
tended to rival the Champion in points of excellence. The fight between
the contestants was a long and active one. The Committee impartially se-
lected, weighed the arguments of each candidate fairly and after being well
informed upon the merits of the various competitors awarded the

CRAND COLD MEDAL

to the Champion. The next week the Committee of the St. Louis fair award-
ed to the Champion a

SWEEPSTARES PREMIUM.

In this connection we may state that at the Canton fair, last week, all the
leading machines being vepresented and competing, the first premium was
awarded to the CHAMPION SELF-RAKER as the best harvesting machine manu-
factured. Hereafter we shall, for the benefit of our agricultural readers,
publish a complete record of the triumphs of the Champion for the season
of 1871, which we happen to know is the most brilliant ever made by any

machine in this or any other country.
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“Champion” Campaign of 1871.

At a trial held at Columbia, Tennessee, May 20, 1871, the “ Cham-
pion” was pitted against the Buckeye and Clipper, and notwith-
standing the fact that the trial was gotten up in the interests of the
rival machines, the ¢ CHAMPION ” BORE OFF ALL THE HONORS. The
following is the draft, as reported by the Committee :

Clipper, - - - - 285 Pounds.
Bucleye, - - - = 225 Pounds.
“Champion,” - - - - 185 Pounds.

Field Trial at Charleston, Virginia.

On the 15th day of June a trial came off near Charleston, Va.,
in the presence of a committee appointed by the Agricultural So-
ciety of that place, in which the “Champion,” Buckeye, Climax
and Planet were contestants. The first premium was awarded to
the “Champion” as the ONLY machine which combined all the
points of excellence requisite in a successful harvester.

At Murfreesboro, Tenn.

At a trial held near Murfreesboro’, Tenn essee, May 24th, 1871,
the first premium was awarded the ¢ Champion” over several
competitors, prominent among which was the Clipper. The
« Champion ” has made a clean sweep in that County, (Rutherford,)
this year, over fifty machines having been sold therein by the agent
at Murfreesboro’, to five of all other kinds.

Trial of Reaping and Mowing Machines.

On the 8th of June a trial was had upon the farm of Gen. R. S.
Ewell, in Maury County, Tennessee, under the auspices of the
Maury County Farmers’ Club. The field chosen was rolling and
the grain very ripe. Ithad been selected on thisaccount, as tangled,
fallen grain, and a broken, rough surface would more clearly test
the good points of the machines. On this occasion the Cham-
pion” had as competitors the Buckeye, Clipper, Atna, Excelsior,
and Marsh Harvester. The contest was an easy one for the ¢ Cham-
pion,” which was awarded the highest premium upon all the points
upon which the trial was based :

1st. Simplicity of Construction; 2d. Ease of Action; 3d. Char-
acter of Work ; 4th. Width of Cut; 5th. Average Draft; 6th. Ma-
terial used in Construction; 7th. Combining everything in great-
est degree, receiving premium. We append the draft:
«(Champion,” as mower, cut 4 feet 6 inches. Draft 250 lbs.

. Clipper, as a mower, cut 4 feet 6 inches. Draft 300 lbs.
. Excelsior, as mower, cut 4 feet 1 inch. Draft 350 1bs.

. Buckeye, as mower, cut 4 feet 415 inches. Draft 375 lbs.
. ABtna, as mower, cut 4 feet 8 inches. Draft 325 lbs.

S O bO



THE CHAMPION No. 4 REAPER AND MOWER,

WITH SELF-RAKTE,
JTo which can be furnished a Dropping or Hand-Raking Attachment.
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Great Trial of Reapers & Mowers

Agricultural College,
CenterCo.,Pa., July 26, 27, & 28, 1871.

The “ Champion ” was awarded the Ist Premium as best Mower
and 1lst Premium as best Combined Reaper and Mower with Self-
Rake Attachment, in competition with Dodge, Akron Excelsior,
Hubbard, Miamasburg Excelsior, and World.

TEST OF DRAFT.

“Champion” Combined, Width of Cut, 5 ft. 6 inches. Draft, 300 1bs.
“Champion” Single Mower, “ 4 ft. 6 inches. “ 250 «

Dodge Combined, “ “ 4 ft. 5 inches. “ 300 «
Hubbird Combined, « “ 4 ft. 6 inches. “ 350 «
Akron Excelsior Combined, “ “ 4 ft. 5 inches. “ 300 «
Miamasburg ¢ “ “ “ 41t 5inches. «“ 350 «
World, Combined, “ “ 4 1t. 5 inches. “ 375 «

The Hubbard at first test of Draft, the Dynamometer stood at
400 1bs. The Agent being dissatisfied the Committee gave the
privilege of second trial, showing a very slight difference in result,
and the Committee compromised by calling the Draft 350, as above.

The following named gentlemen comprised the Committee :

J. L. SMITH, Hillsview, Westmoreland County, Penn.
J. C. MITCHELL, Lemont, Centre County, Penn.
I. R. BROWN, Millroy, Mifflin County, Penn.

Nore—It is proper to state that the test of Draft of the above

Machines was made on an ascending grade.

DENVER, July 1st, 1871.

Hon. H. B. Bearce, President Colorado Agricultural Society :

Sir: Your Committee, appointed to test the working capacity of Mow-
ing and Reaping Machines, beg leave to report that they have performed
that portion of their duty relating to mowing machines.

There were seven machines entered, viz: ¢ Champion” No. 8, ‘‘ Cham-
pion” No. 4, Wood Prize Mower, Kirby, Excelsior, Buckeye, McCormick
‘Whilst your Committee is fully satisfied that any of the above machines are
good and safe for any farmer to buy, it would recommend your Society to
give the

“CHAMPION?” - - - 1st Premium,
WOOD, - - - - 2d Premium.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. W. BOWLUS,
JOHN PARSONS.



The “Champion” No. 4 Mower with Drepping Attachment,
THE BEST COMBINED MACHINE IN AMERICA






THIS CUT REPRESENTS THE IMPROVED ‘“CHAMPION” No. 4 MOWER.
TO WHICH CAN BE ADD™D A SELF-RAKING UR DROPPING ATTACHMENT.






«“CHAMPION” No. 4 on the Road.
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Great Trial of Reapers in Hancock Co., Ohi.

The “ Champion >’ Cock of the Walk.

On the 28th day of June a trial of Reapers took place near Findlay, Han-
cock county, Ohio, under the auspices of the Hancock county Agricultural
society. The details of the match, as fold by the special correspondent of
thﬁ Cincinnati T%mes and Ohronicle and the Cincinnati Commercial, are as
follows :

(Special dispateh to the Cincinnati Times and Chronicle.)
Finpray, O., June 28th, 12 o’clock M.

A grand reaper trial is now in progress about one mile south of this place.
Great interest is manifested at these trials in this section of the State, the
one held near here last season being second to no similar contest in the
West as regards attendance and excitement. A machine known as the
‘‘Champion” and manufactured at Springfield, Ohio, is sold in Northwestern
Ohio to the exclusion of almost all other machines; no less than two hun-
dred and fifty-nine having been sold from this point thus far this season.
A combination is on foot, it is asserted, on the part of the manufacturers of
rival reapers to root out the successful machine and occupy the territory for
their own profit. This having been bruited abroad, has called together such
a congregation of farmers as were never before assembled to witness a
county trial. At half-past nine in the forenoon the match began, with the
¢‘Champion” in the lead Ww.

(Special Telegram to Cincinnati Commercial.)

Finpray, O., June 28, 8 o’clock, P. M.

One of the most interesting reaping matches ever held in Northwestern
Ohio, took place to-day, one milé south of this city, under the auspices of
the Hancock County Agricultural Society. It is estimated that there are no
less than twelve hundred reapers and mowers now in use-in this county.

Of this number at least one thousand are ‘‘Champions,” manufactured at
Springfield, in this State, and the remainder about equally divided among
other leading machines. Heretofore reaping and mowing matches in this
locality have been conducted in the interests of machine men, owing to the
increasing importance of the trade, and a disposition manifested by un-
principled manufacturers to jockey and deceive an ordinary committee, the
Society determined this year to assume control, and so conduct the trial that
a fair test might be had.

Notice was given that the Buckeye, Clipper, ‘‘Champion,” World, Ztna,
Dodge, Dorsey, Excelsior, Valley Chief, Hubbard, Russell, Sulky, Climax
and Wyandotte Chief, would enter the contest. Most of these machines
were present in this immediate vicinity, but upon hearing of an inflexible
determination on the part of the committee to adhere to the rules which
governed the State Trial, at Mansfield last year, quite a number failed to go
to trial. Several machines, however, entered the field. Just before 10
o'clock A. M., the contest began, with the ‘‘Champion” in the lead. The
following is the draft as tested by Gibbs’ dynamometer :

‘‘ Champion ” - - - 275 1bs.
Russell, - - - - - - 800 ¢
Climax, - - - - - - 330 ¢
Dorsey, - - - - - - 350 ¢
Johnson, - - - - - 350 ¢

The{Mowing Match, which was originally announced to take place at the
same time and place as the Reaper Trial, has been deferred until July 12th,
The postponement of the Mowing Match was made at the solicitation of the
farmers, who are actively engaged in wheat harvest, and cannot now spare
time to attend. B.












20

HORACE GREELEY

—ON THE—

“CHAMPION.”

The Philosopher tells “ How the Old
Thing Works.”

We extract from the New York Tribune of January 25th, 1871, the fol-
lowing brief description of the ‘‘Champion” machine:

The frame of this machine is made of four bars of wrought iron, double
riveted at the corners. It is further strengthened by having the shaft for
the main driving wheels firmly bolted across it. The power is communica-
ted from both main wheels by means of internal gears meshing into pinions,
which latter are upon a shaft, also lying across the main frame and parallel
to the main wheel shaft; on this pinion shaft is placed a bevel wheel which
in turn mashes into a bevel pinion upon a counter shaft, runing at right
angles to the above to the rear of the frame, and which counter-shaft has
upon its further end the balance or crank-wheel from which the power is
communicated through the pitman to the knife.

The cutter or finger-bar is hinged to the rear side of the main frame. This
hinged joint, indispensably necessary in a mowing machine, in order to allow
the bar to lie close to the uneven and varying surface of the grass field, has
caused much trouble to the inventor in order to give it the required flexibil-
ity with a strength sufficient to withstand the inevitable strain to which it is
subjected when, as frequently happens, a spirited team is brought to a full
stop by running it against an unseen stump or stone. This combination of
flexibility and strength is obtained in the Champion by making the inner
shoe of the cutter-bar quite long and projecting the front and back ends of
this shoe upward so that through both may be passed a round rod of solid
cold-rolled iron, which rod extends the full length of the main frame, being
fastened to the front and rear bars thereof; thus avoiding the difficulties in-
cident to a joint no wider than the joint itself.

‘We have thus far only spoken of the general construction of the carriage
of this machine. There are other improvements to which we would call
attention.

As a Mower, the ‘‘Champion” is as simple as could be made, were it not
adapted for receiving the reaping attachments, and yet a Dropper, Self-Rak-
er or Hand-Raker, can at any time be added. The Dropper is a light slatted
platform, hinged to the rear of the cutter-bar. The slat next to the main
frame is raised at an oblique angle to the plane of the other bars to prevent
the grain scattering off at the side while the gavel is being collected. The
reel is driven by an endless chain fitting into toothed wheels, one on the hub
of the inside driving wheel, and the other on the reel-shaft, allowing the
chain to be slack, thus preventing friction.

The Self-Rake is attached to the inside shoe at the cutter-bar, and rises
and falls in unison with it. It is driven by an endless chain, which runs
over the hub of the inside driving-wheel to a vertical shaft that drives the
rake, thus giving a positive motion to the rake, and a flexible connection
with the driving-wheels. There are four rakes, which act also as reels to
gather the grain against the sickle. The driver may, at his will, cause any
one of these to sweep the platform, or if desired he may adjust any one
rake to clear the platform at each revolution.












