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MOWING MACHINES.

In publishing this Circular we do not purpose to build up a reputation
for the Kniffen Mower by trying to pull others down, but our object is to
farnish a pamphlet filled with facts, such as people will be interested in
reading and afterwards preserving.

The custom of publishing a long list of testimonials (in many cases writ-
ten by the manufacturers themselves) together with premiums and awards,
appears to us foolish and useless. It may answer the purpose of selling a
few Machines to those who have no opinion of their own. But to the
thinking, reasoning farmer, their purpose is aimless and of little consequence.
Iheir publication we therefore omit, with the assertion that Gold Medals
can be had by seeking, particularly for pay. Recommendations the same,
only cheaper, while with a little sagacity and a good deal of manipulation,
premiums are awarded. We ask you candidly, if these are not facts, and
leave them for other and more important subjects.

The Kniffen Mower.

Step by step the inventor of the Kniffen Mower has gone on perfecting
his Machines until to-day they rank among the rival Machines in Market.
Their success surpasses anything ever before offered to the public. And
on this pont we challenge contradiction from any one, manufacturers or
others. The Kniffen, unlike any other Mower, has built its own reputa-
tion, and that upon a market filled with many other and older Machines.
Few people use the Kniffen Machines that have not had experience in
usiug others. In three years nearly 4000 of them have been put into suc-
cesstul operation, giving the best of satisfaction to the purchasers.

The Champion Wheel Rake.

They are the simplest, cheapest, and handiest rake that can be manufac-
tured. They are the only spring tooth rake that don’t roll the hay in raking,
but slides the hay along, and in dumping leaves it bottom side up. Hay
put together in this way can dry considerable before gathering and is much
easier to pitch. We know this by actual experience. For further informa-
tion see page 23, cut of Rake, &c.






THE KNIFFEN IN OPERATION.

DIRECTIONS
For setting up and starting the Kniffen Mower.

L. Remove the elbow,—then fasten the finger-bar firmly to its place by
means of the bolts.  Be sure and have the heads of the bolts in their place
wnderneath the shoe.

2. Put in the scythe and see that it moves freely and without friction.

3. Fasten the pole to its socket by the rear bolt only, with the head of
the bolt up.

4. Place the seat in its position, and the foot board at the same time,
secure them both with the holts for that purpose.

0. Adjust the lever and attach the liiting chain thereto.

6. You can adjust the cut by means of the wheel on the outer end and
false shoe on the inner side.

7. Before starting the one-horse, remove the set screw in the rim of the
crank balance wheel and oil thoroughly putting in cotton or woolen waste.

8. Keep the knives sharp and bearings well oiled, remembering to tighten
the nuts until they become set.

10. Durability is wholly dependant wpon the amount of care you take of
your Machine.

EVERY MACHINE IS WARRANTED.
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The Kniffen folded for Transportation.

Important to Farmers.
Nearly every year brings improvements in Mowing Machines, and Man-
ufacturers must keep pace with the times or take a back seat.
Who to-day would inquire for a Manny or Ketchum Mowing Machine
were they going to buy one, yet these Machines were a success, they did
good work, and many people were loath to abandon them.

Other and more perfect Machines have taken their place, and they have
had their day and are now becoming gradually less. The man who is slow
to believe still clings to them, saying “he wants no better,” but like the
foreigner in the river Thames, “he will be drowned and no body shall help
him.” The Kniffen’s are the latest and most improved Machines in the
market. They are constructed upon entirely new principles. They are
becoming the rival Machine of all others. They are building a reputation
upon the experience farmers have had with other Machines. An%the past
season demonstrated the fact that their success was certain. We were unable
to fill one-half of our orders. Your orders must come in early or we can-
not fill them. We have run our shop to its fullest capacity since the last
harvest.

We never fuil to sell to those that will try them.






Honor to whom Honor is Due.

Cut of Machine, Pole and Seat Removed.

&= Please Take Notice. &)

The above cut is worthy of your closest attention. We here present you
with a skeleton cut, pole and seat removed. From this you can gain a bet-
ter idea of our Machine than from anything else, except in seeing one of
the real Machines. The driving of the scythe is done by an elbow which
allows the vibrations to be equally the same in any position.

The yanking motion which has been a great source of annoyance to
Manufacturers (causing their scythe shanks to break, &c.,) is here wholly
done away with. Besides, this motion enables us to use the spur gearing,
thereby avoiding the friction and wear produced by bevel gears.

This motion changes the shaking side vibration which has made Machines
heretofore so hard to ride, a fact worthy of consideration. The wheels are
so high and the axletree so long they straddle the swath and leave the cut
hay standing as it is cut off, in good shape to dry quick. You will also
notice in this cut the simplicity, how few pieces there are to get out of
place and break. It is the Machine you all want and sooner or later will
get. You want it because it will stand hard usage and you can let your
hired help use it. You want it because it is built of the best of material.
See page 3. For further information see detailed description, page 10.
In buying your Machine please to consider the questions submitted on page
22. You can loose nothing by trying the Kniffen before giving your order
for any other Machine.

We A TO MEET YoUR WANTS.



OUR TWO HORSE MACHINE IN OPERATION. PRICE $125.



ONE AND TWO-HORSE MOWING MACHINES.

We come now for the fifth time before the Agricultural community to set
forth briefly the merited claims of the KNiFFEN MOWERS.

We acknowledge with much gratification, the numerous expressions of
encouragement and approval which we have received from all sections of
the country, where the Machines have been introduced. Our great aim is
to meet the wants of our farmers, and (we know we can) furnish them with
the very best Mowers (and Wheel Rakes) that can be produced.

Thousands of the one-horse Mowers are now in use, giving universal
satisfaction. Their light draft, easy execution, simple construction, dura-
bility, &c., have made them

(' The One-Horse Mower )

a “household word” in the farming community of New England, and we
need but repeat that “it is the only really practicable and successful one-
horse Mower ” ever produced.

TWO-HORSE MOWERS.

Our two-horse Machines have now been in use for three successive har-
vests. While the operation of our Machines convinces every one of the
splendid working qualities embraced in their design and construction, we
have found a few minor points susceptible of improvement and have given
them our earnest attention.

For their simplicity and utility, compactness and durability, they com-
mand the approval of all who try them. Combining all the valuable points
found in other Mowers, they also embody many new and essential features
never before embraced in a Mowing Machiuoe.

We have brought our Mowers up to the highest standard of perfection.
Y

“
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Passing an Obstruction.

A perfect Mower should be so constructed as to pass obstructions safely,
not only with its cutters, but with its frame and crank underneath the frame.
The cutter bar can be raised easily with the lever; and all the parts of the
Machine are at least 12 inches above the ground at all times, so that the
Machine can straddle a very considerable obstruction. No gearing or other
delicate parts come near the ground.

No Trembling Motion.

The jarring or trembling motion in Machines is caused by the vibrations
of the pitman, which is crosswise of the Machine, and also of the crank
which is supported at the extreme corner of the frame, either front or rear.
In the Kniffen Mower the pitman vibrates lengthwise of the Machine and
the ¢tank is placed directly under the axle. This arrangement prevents
all jarring and the Machine runs very still in consequence.

The Swath.

Every one familiar with Mowers knows that the swath-board inclines the
cut grass inward from the standing, and leaves an open track. This open
space is the proper place for the Drive Wheels of a Machine to travel in.
Most Machines travel with'one drive wheel on the cut grass, a great objec-
tien on light soil, or soft and wet bottom land.









THE KNIFFEN REAPER ATTACHMENT,



Kniffen's Combined Machine.

The foregoing cut represents the Combined Mowing and Reaping Ma-
chine. Step by step Mr. Kniffen has been perfecting his Machine from the
simple one-horse Mower (which to-day is being used by thousands) to the
combined Mower and Reaper. And here we would call your attention to
the cut. You will notice it is used with the cutting-bar in the rear as a
Reaper and before as a Mower (as can be seen by referring to a former
cut). The advantage here gained is selt evident to every one. The great
difficulty heretofore existing in combining a Machine has heen to reduce
the gearing (for it takes more motion to cut grass than it does grain) and
get your cutting apparatus where you could deliver the grain successfully
out of the way of the following swath. To do this a rear cut is indispen-
sible. To cut grass a forward cut is the only one used by successful man-
ufacturers. We submit these facts to the judgment of all unbiased minds.

With a Bevel Geared Muchine this cannot be done. The demand for a
combined Machine is so limited within the circle of our manufactory that
this company have never attempted to build any, but have made arrange-
ments with a Western Manufactory to furnish them.

‘To our customers, for further information, address

L. G. KNIFFEN,
Rochester, Pa.

KNIFFEN ON THE ROAD.

Testimonials.

We have in our possession a vast number of testimonials, and many
thousand names of farmers who cannot speak too highly in favor of the
Khuiffen Mowers, but we think their publication unnecessary.

The number of Kniffen Machines in practical operation is so large, that
no farmer wishing to inform himself of their merits, can have any difficulty
in so doing, By coming in personal contact with farmers who have had
experience in the use of different Machines, he can obtain information
which is of vastly greater value than that drawn from printed testimonials,
which, in many instances, the party whose signature is appended had noth-
ing to do with composing.
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Diagram of parts to Kniffen's 1 and 2-Horse Mowers.

[ The small nos. ave for the oac ~ orse.









The Lightest Draft and Easiest Riding Machine that's Built.















