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Fig. 186

The only way you can make sure — corrects

Steel Frame Potato Planter

It is results that count in potato culture—the net return in
dollars and cents. At the same time there is a lot of satisfaction
in a clean field with straight rows and every hill planted. It is the
sign of a practical farmer. The right start is half the race and
here it is—an automatic

machine planter that places every
seed piece exactly as you want it

without a miss or a double and without injury. The result is,
every hill planted at the right depth, the right distance apart and
covered level or ridged. No skips to eat up profits nor doubles to
waste seed or decrease size of potatoes. Every “Iron Age” Planter
saves at least one bushel of seed per acre, sometimes as high as
two. That alone will much more than pay the expense of the boy
or man on the back seat.

The work is automatic, with an extra seat provided for the
boy or man who makes corrections.

The seed is shaken on a loose bottom

between wooden fenders into the pockets of an elevator wheel
and then, through a short spout, to corresponding pockets in the
feed wheel. (Fig. 475.) There are no pickers to stab the seed
pieces and cause them to rot or carry disease.

Here is where the boy has his innings. As the feed wheel
revolves he simply takes one seed piece from the pocket where

doubles and misses—earns his way 10to 20 times  there are two and puts one where there is none. (Fig. 186.) That

The only hand work on the machine

Fig. 187

Potatoes don’t roll in this groove.
Straight rows, even spacing

boy is the “ounce of prevention.” He wards off the 5 to 209,
loss that other planters cannot avoid. Paying him or a man $2.00
a day (and you know that’s the limit) means a cost of only 40
cents an acre. And that

40 cents brings in a sure return of $5 to $50.

Don’t take our word for it alone—look for proof—and get it from the man
who uses an “Iron Age.” Many men think it worth while to do this part
of the work themselves. You usually have a boy or extra man anyway, to
help fill at ends of rows. The boy does not place the seed—the planter does
that and drops it

in a narrow wedge-shaped groove

in the bottom of the furrow

where it cannot roll. (Fig. 187.) The groove keeps the hills in a straight line,
for which you are truly thankful when you cultivate, spray or dig. And re-
member this—it costs no more to prepare ground, cultivate, and spray a perfect stand.
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Solid part
shows at-
tachment
from 1910.
Price, $1.50

Fig. 265

Solid parts show special ridging attachment for

Side Dressing and Ridging Attachments for Planter

For
Side
Dressing

order Fig. 265, Double Spreader. Puts quick acting fertilizers, such as nitrate
of soda, where they will do the most good—on each side of the growing crop.
This forces the crop to early maturity, and you can get to market when prices are
high. This has become a common practice with market gardeners. The crop
is more tender and has a readier sale. Our fertilizer distributor handles nitrate of
soda in good shape. The holes at top of spreader will adjust it so that fertilizer
will fall inr the center and be divided evenly, no matter how much you sow. For
machines built previous to 1910, order Fig. 2658 spout with spreader for which
you pay, price (complete), $2.25.

With Special Fig. 266, you can ridge your potatoes at the same time you are side-
Ridging Attachment dressing the plants. Many growers in Maine and elsewhere find

working astride rows

this necessary. The attachment can be furnished for any “Iron Age”
Planter. Potato tube and boot are removed when using the ridger.

About an hour and a half per acre is all that is necessary to side-
dress and ridge. Below we show the machine in operation in Maine.

Your conditions may not demand it but every progressive grower
aims to better his productions with as little work as possible, and he
does not hesitate to change his method where there is reasonable chance
of improvement.

There is considerable point in two applications of fertilizer so that
there will be no loss in taking up the nitrogen.

“IRON AGE” (Improved Robbins) Planter making second application of fertilizer,
covering it and ridging the potatoes at the same time






