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Mowing1 and Reaping Machines.

Among the many modern inventions and improvement# in Agricultural Implements, none 
seem more important, and none attract more universal attention than the improved machines 
for reaping and mowing. The immense number of acres to be harvested in our country each 
year, the increasing scarcity and the high wages of good farm laborers, the necessity of secu­
ring the crops in favorable weather, and of the proper stage of ripening, all combine to create 
an imperative demand for some power machine, which by its economy and speed, shall Super­
cede the ancient method of gathering the harvest by hand. This necessity is so pressing that 
for a few years past a large amount of the Inventive talent of the country has been concentra­
ted upon efforts to produce a machine that will fully accomplish the desired end. Many of 
the machines now made are so far successful as to show the practicability and great economy 
of power harvesters, but none have yet fully realized the expectations and wishes of farmers.

One of the greatest objections to the machines now in use, and which holds good against all 
of them, is their great weight, and the large amount of power required to operate them, ex­
hausting the strongest team in a very short time—an objection which it is felt must be obvia­
ted before these machines can be brought into universal use.

Another objection to the machines now in use, is the impracticability of using them upon any 
but the smoothest land. This objection Is a very serious one, as the larger portion of the cul­
tivated land in this country is rough and uneven, and the owners of such land are debarred 
from availing themselves of the advantages of a power machine, and must compete with 
their neighbors on very unequal terms.

Again it is objected to the machines now in use, that they are complicated, and continually 
getting out of repair, subjecting their owners to vexatious delays and continual expense. A 
farmer seldom has conveniences at hand for repairing breakages, and simplicity and durabili­
ty are elements of the first importance in all farm implements.

Again, none of those now used are good combined machines; while some are very good 
mowers and others very good reapers, none are equally good, both as mowers and reapers, 
and farmers are thus forced to buy two machines, one for mowing and one for reaping, or 
else do either their mowing or reaping very imperfectly or by hand, where the same machine 
should serve for both purposes.

We have been fortunate enough to securea machine patented recently, which obviates these 
and other serious objections. The inventor, Mr. Kirby, has been for many years past en­
gaged in building various kinds of mowers and reapers, and by a long practical experience 
was well qualified to judge of the defects of existing machines, and by severe study and many 
experiments, has been enabled to produce a machine in which he has been peculiarly happy 
in remedying these defects by the most simple expedients. On the following pages will be 
found illustrations and descriptions of this machine,
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KIRBYS AMERICAN HARVESTER.
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Mr. William A. Kirby, the inventor of this Harvester, for some years 

superintended the manufacture of Harvesters in Buffalo, and by this means 
he attained a thorough practical knowledge of the working of Harvesters, 
and saw the many defects of those in general use, and the need of a bet­
ter Machine. More particularly was his attention directed to three promi­
nent objections to the Machines then in use, viz., their great weight and 
heavy draft, the rigid finger bar, enabling them to work only on smooth 
land, and their wooden frames constantly getting out of shape and out of 
repair. He believed these defects might be remedied, and he devoted 
hls whole time for many months to study and experiment, and during the 
summer of 1855 built one Machine, embodying the principles which he 
h^ dls&’vered. • That Machine was successful beyond his most sanguine 
expectations; and it is a remarkable fact that the same Machine has been, 
in successful use every season since, and has cut over four hundred acres 
of grain and grass; and the farmer who owns it says he thinks it the best 
Machine he ever saw. In 1856, Mr. Kirby obtained two patents Upon the 
principles embodied in his Machine’ and during that year he made seven 
Machines, and sent them into different portions of the state of New York 
for trial. Though imperfect in manufacture, these Machines excited much j 
attention, and worked to the entire satisfaction of those who used them, i 
as will be seen by the testimonials on the following pages. The unpre- 1 
cedented success of these Machines confirmed the patentee in the convic- | 
tion that the principles he had combined in them, though imperfectly 
developed, were correct, and he applied himself with renewed vigor to the 
perfection of the Machine in all its details; and those manufactured by the 
Buffalo Agricultural Machine Works, in 1857, were the results of his 
ingenuity and perseverance.

This Company commenced the manufacture of Kirby’s American 
Harvester in the spring of 1857, and during the season manufactured 
and sold two hundred Machines. These were distributed over a wide range i 
of country, and subjected to the severest .tests in all kinds of work, and I 
upon every variety of ground. The immense growth of grass and grain I 
during that year rendered it the severest season for testing the strength I 
and capability of Harvesters that has occurred since they came into use, 
Ze* ^ ‘^BM5’A? Harvester passed triumphantly through the season,
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and gave the most unqualified satisfaction to those farmers who purchased 
it, as the testimonials on the following pages will show.

The early and complete success of the American Harvester is un- 
paralled in the history of such Machines. While of the many Harves­
ters that have been invented, the larger portion have proved entire fail­
ures, when submitted to practical tests, and the few that have succeeded 
have required years of experiment, and many alterations, before they 
could be made to work, the Kirby Machine has, in the first year of its 
manufacture, taken a stand with the foremost of such Machines. Noth­
ing could more fully attest the correctness of the principles upon which 
it is constructed, nor could there be a more emphatic voucher of the 
ingenuity of the inventor. -^ '

For the harvest of 1858. over 1,000, and for the harvest of 1859, 
about 3,000 Machines were manufactured and sold, we believe, in every 
State and Territory in the United States, and have everywhere vindi­
cated their right to the reputation they had previously acquired, of 
being the best Combined Machines yet invented, everywhere holding 
their ground as the lightest, strongest, most efficient and convenient 
Machine in market.

Within the last year, we have added two entirely new features to the 
Machine, viz: a devolving Track Clearer, vthich is the only one that 
will effectually separate, the cut from the uncut grass, and which will 
leave it spread evenly on the ground ; also a most simple and ingenious 
arrangement by which, when the machine is backed, it is thrown out 
of gear, and the knives do not run. The track clearer patent we have 
secured the exclusive control of in the United States, and the throwing 

। out of gear arrangement we have taken measures to secure a patent for.
We spare no pains nor expense in selecting the best materials that 

can be procured for the manufacture of the Machines, and in workman­
ship and finish, our aim is to excel every manufactory in the country. 
The castings are made of Salisbury iron, (the strongest and highest 

। priced iron known ;) the bolts of the best Norway iron, with forged 
I nuts; the finger bars are wrought iron of refined scrap, rolled to our 
i order ; and the cutters of steel rolled in England expressly for the Kirby 

Machine, and every department is under the supervision of thorough 
and experienced mechanics. As our Harvester is avowedly the best 

i principle, we intend to make it also the most thoroughly made and per­
fectly finished machine in the.world.



FARMERS:

BEFORE YOU BUY A MACHINE, READ THIS

Some Reasons why the Kirby Harvester is the Best in Market.

As many Farmers are not acquainted with the peculiarities of the 
various Harvesters in market, we will briefly point out to them the 
prominent features of the leading machines, that they may know what 
t ey are buying when they purchase a machine. In what we have to 
say, we shall speak of other machines in classes, as they embody similar 
principles, and you can apply the argument to various machines that 
come to your notice, as under the one or the other class.
. 1. Independent Action.—The first class which we shall mention, as 
it is the most important one. is the Independent Action Machines. 
These machines have been introduced within three or four years, and 
their distinctive feature is their ability to work on rouyh ground, and 
t is is accomplished by the independent action of the fnyer bar,-which 
freely rises and falls in following the inequalities of the ground, inde-" 
pendently of the driving wheel. This independent action gives the 
machine so many advantages on smooth as well as rough land; that the 
older machines not possessing this feature, are fast going into disuse 
and will soon be wholly abandoned. Indeed, the manufacturers are’ 
compressing these machines of on any time and at almost any price to 
get rid of them. You will find the independent action machines are’the 
only machines that can be sold wherever the Farmers are posted up as 
to their merits. We shall, therefore, explain somewhat at length the ad­
vantages of Mr. Kirby’s method of obtaining the independent action.

In the machines now before the public, the independent action is ob­
tained in two ways. 1st. By a peculiar mode of attaching the driving 
wheel to the main frame, thus establishing the independent action be­
tween the wheel and frame, as in the Kirby machine. 2d. By a joint 
or spring nr the finger bar near its connection with the frame, estab­
lishing the independent action between the bar and frame. These are
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the only inodes of obtaining an independent action of the finger bar 
now in use. With the last mode it is necessary to use two wheels to 
Wry the frame, or else the machine would tip ov& ; and the manufac­
turers being forced into a two wheeled machine, make a virtue of their 
necessity, and attempt to brag over it. If it was the object of a Harv­
ester to be used as a cart for hauling manure, of a buggy to ride to 
church in, there might perhaps be some sense in bragging over the two 
wheels, but we suppose Harvesters are made primarily and solely for 
mowing and reaping grass and grain, and should be adapted to that as 
their chief end. For all the practical purposes of a Afower and Reaper 
two wheels are decidedly objectionable. For instance, the Kirby ma­
chine, having but one wheel, can run in a ditch while the bar runs on 
the bank and cuts; no two wheeled machine can do this, nor can it run 
in dead furrows or water furrows, nor wherever the form of the land has 
a tendency to briny the machine into a similar position.

2. What Machine cannot be Successful as Reapers. — Again, 
the two wheeled machines track so wide that it is impossible in reaping 
to deliver the grain out of the way of the machine on the next swath. 
Hence, no successful two wheel Reaper has ever yet been made, and. 
in regions where it is necessary to pretend the machine is a combined 
machine, in order to sell it at all, the manufacturers, while they rec­
ommend and warrant it as a Mower, say “The reaping attachment is 
warranted to work satisfactorily, and should it /mV to do so, the at­
tachment may be returned.19 < J

There are other reasons besides the width of track why a two wheel 
jointed bar machine cannot be made a successful reaper. The bar of a 
reaper should be stiff, as it has to carry the platform and load of grain, 
and usually the raker also. If the bar is jointed, of course there must 
be extra and complicated and cumberous fixings to hold it and its load 
in place, and there must be a strong wheel at the outer end of the bar, 
and sometimes another at the inner end to hold it up and carry it. 
Thus you have three or more wheels running on the ground abreast, 
or nearly so, to hold the machine up, and keep its joints straight, and 
every turn of * the machine and every uneven place cramps and strains 
both the wheels and the machine; and the side draft is very great A 
successful reaper with two wheels and a jointed bar is an impossibility. 
' 3. Objections to Jointed Bars for Mowing.—The objections to 
a jointed bar for mowing are these; the joint comes in the very place
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in the bar where there is the most strain, and even if it is made strong 
enough to stand the strain, still, as it takes all the strain of the bar it 
must wear rapidly, and the outer end of the bar must drop back; this, 
of course,- increases the strain and the friction, makes the cutters work 
hard, and the longer it is used, the worse it gets, till it finds its way in- 

, to the scrap heap. Again, the joint comes at or near the point of con­
nection between the connecting rod, or pitman and the cutters, and only 
when the machine is working on a dead level does the connecting rod 
work in line with the cutters. Whenever the finger bar is out of a 
level, the connecting rod works at an angle, pulling and pushing the 
cutters against the top or bottom of the fingers, wearing them rapidly 
and creating friction ; and whenever the ground is so rough as to throw 
the bar considerably out of level, the cutters bind and will n,ot work 
at all. Hence you w-ill find the agents of these machineswill never al­
low you to lift the outer end of the bar while the machine is in mo­
tion. Still again, there is only the weight of the bar to hold it down 
to its work, and whenever the ground is sideling, or in such shape as 
to give the outer end of the bar a tendency to raise, it goes “bobbing 
around” haggling the grass badly. Once more : in certain positions 
these jointed machines are dangerous to operate, especially so in 
stumpy ground, for when the horses are in full motion, if the outer 
shoe comes in contact with some fixed obstruction, the joint will double 
up like a ‘-jack-knife,” and the driver be converted into a two horse pro-

, jectile, shooting through the air with more speed than safety.
None of these objections hold against the Kirby machine. The fin­

ger-bar is stiff and firm, and yet perfectly free in its play up and down 
in following the inequalities of the ground. Either end will rise and 
fall, or the whole bar will rise and fall without any cramping to the ma­
chine, or connecting rod or cutters. Whatever may be the angle of the 
bar, the connecting rod is always in the same line—turn the machine up­
side down and it is still in the same line, and the cutters perfectlv free. 
With its one wheel it can run anywhere where a wheel-barrow can run. 
Hence it will work on rough land where the two wheel jointed machine 
can’t stir. It has the weight of the frame added to the weight of the 
bar to hold it down to its work, and don’t go “bobbing around.” It is 
perfectly safe for the operator in all positions, and just as portable and 
convenient to ride to church on, if desired for that purpose, as the two 
wheel machines.
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In reference to the machines which have springs in place of the joint 
we can say nothing from experience, no machine embodying this prin­
ciple ever having been in successful use. There are a few being man­
ufactured this year, but as yet they are merely an experiment, and will 
probably be short lived. They are only mowers, and make no preten­
tions to reaping. They possess the objections of two wheels, and we 
should judge the objection of weakness would apply with still more 
force to the spring than to the joint, while it must allow less freedom 
of play to the finger-bar, especially at the inner end.

Thus while the independent action machines are very much superior 
to, and destined to supersede all others, it is demonstrated that Mr. 
Kirby’s method of obtaining the independent action is the best for a 
mower, and the only one good for anything in reaping.

4th. Wooden Frame Machine.—Most of the machines now before 
the public are wooden machines, whether with the old fashioned rigid 
bars, or the independent action. The old style wooden finger bar, is 
so objectionable on every account that it has been generally abandon­
ed, but most of the machines still retain the wooden frame. The ob­
jections to it are these : To obtain the required strength it must be 
cumbrous and heavy. It shrinks,and swells and warps with every ex­
posure to dew, or shower, or hot sun. The nuts must then be tighten­
ed, throwing the gearing out of place, creating extra friction and wear, 
and after one or two year’s work and storage, the machine is used up 
and has to be laid aside. The Kirby is an Iron machine, and not open 
to these objections. The gearing will be found in precisely the same 
position after being run twenty years, as when it left the workman’s 
hands. The finger-bar retains its shape, the guards are in line, and 
everything remains without being subjected to change by every show­
er and every dew.

5th. Combined Machine.—Here we have the field almost to our­
selves. As you have seen, it is the only successful combined machine 
among the independent action machines, and among the old fashioned 
rigid bar machines there has never been but one that has gained any 
reputation as a combined machine. That is a wooden machine, and so 
heavy and cumbrous, that is generally known as the “Horse Killer,” 
and is rapidly going out of use.' Of the other rigid bar machines, 
while one or two have had their day as Mowers, most of them have 
only been Reapers. None of these have ever been successful in both
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mowing and reaping, and it has only been within a few years, since 
combined machines have come into general demand, that they have set 
up any pretentions to the ability to both mow and reap. Our inde­
pendent' action gives us an incalculable advantage over them as Mow­
ers, to say nothing of our ligthness of draft, portability, convenience, 
iron frame, etc., and we will only take the space to give some of the 
reasons why the Kirby is superior to any of them.

1. The independent action allows the cutters to be set at any height 
in a moment, thus adapting it to all kinds of grain, and gathering grass 
and clover seed, while the other machines can only change their height 
by building up the driving wheel, or some other equally bungling and 
inconvenient method.

2. The form of the platform and method of fastening it. Our plat­
form is of peculiar form, extending back in an angular or curved shape 
—giving ample room forgr the ain, and permitting the raker to deliver 
the grain at the side by an easy sweep of the rake. The platform is 
fastened on top of the iron finger-bar, thus giving stiffness and strength, 
and allowing the crossbraces underneath to have a bearing from the 
bar. Thus we are enabled to have a light and at the same time strong 
platform.

3. The raker’s position. The most common position for the raker 
in the machines now before the public is a stand at the back or outer 
corner of the platform. Here the raker stands with his breast against 
a support, and with a fork, by two disitnct and unnatural motions, 
pushes the grain off at the side by main force. Riding thus on the 
small wheel which supports the platform, he receives a blow on his 
breast every time the wheel passes over an obstruction or drops in a 
hole or dead furrow. But few constitutions can stand such usage long. 
Again, in order to sustain the raker’s weight in this position, the plat­
form and its supports must be made strong and heavy. The rakers 
weight is carried on the small platform wheel, instead of on the dri­
ving wheel where it should be, thus creating a very heavy side draft, 
and every time the platform wheel passes over an obstruction or drops 
into a hole, the pole is thrown against the horses’ sides, and the instan­
ces are numerous in which horses have been actually killed by this 
heavy thumping against their sides. In the Kirby Machine the raker 
is placed directly behind the horses on a comfortable seat, his weight 
directly on the driving wheel where it is most easily carried, and with
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a rake of peculiar construction, he can, by a quarter turn of the arms, 
which is perfectly natural and easy, leave the grain in good condition 
for binding, entirely out of the way of the machine on its succeeding 
swath. This position gives him full control of the grain, and enables 
him to work the machine with or without a reel, as be chooses, and is 
the only position in which a machine can be worked without a reel. It 
also permits the raker to dispense with a driver, which cannot be done 
in any other position. This, position of the raker and form of the 
platform are secured by patent granted to Mr. Thos. D. Burrall; and 
the Kirby and Burrall machines are the only machines authorized to use it.

In reference to the machines that deliver the grain in rear, it is only 
necessary to say, that it requires several men to follow the machine and 
bind the grain while it is green, and move it before the next swath, can 
be cut. This method of delivery is now generally abandoned. Thus 
you will see that the Kirby Machine is superior as a Mower to any that 
is adapted to mowing only, and surpasses as a Reaper any machine adap­
ted to reaping only, and is really a perfect combined machine, and the 
only one in market entitled to that name. When you add to the ad­
vantages above named, its lightness of draft, wherein it surpasses all 
machines, its simplicity, durability, portability and convenience, we 
think you will feel no hesitation in coming to the conclusion that the 
Kirby Machine is the best one in market.

Prices of .Extras for Eirbifs American Harvester? 1860.

Guards, each, ’ $0,25
Sections, each, 20
Rivets, per lb., 50
Guard Bolts, each. 03
False Shoe, (bolts to finger bar,) 75
Shoe, (bolts to false shoe,) 50 ‘
Outside Stirrup, < 35
Inside Stirrup and Circle Post, 2,00
Axle Plate, , ' . , 3,00
Crank Head, 1^5
Spur Pinion, r * ' * \ 50
Bevel Wheel, iyoo
Bevel Pinion, 50
Pole, with foot b’d and irons, 3,00

Driving Wheel with Gear, 10,00 
Connecting Rod, };oo 
Platform Wheel,. iroo 
Axle for do v f , 75 
Lifter Crank, 4 ’ 25 
Lifter Wheel, ‘n ‘ 1 50 
RevoMg track eh/r. comply, 2,50 
Finger Bar, complete 10,00 
Cutter Bar, complete, 5,00 
Iron Seat, * 75 
Reel Pulley, “ TJOO 
Reel Shaft, i?oo 
Reel Belt with couplings, 2,00

When ordering Extras, state 
chased.

number of
D. M. OSBORNE & C07 Auburn, N. Y.

machine, and the year pur-
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directions 
FOR SETTING UP AND USING 

KIRBY’S AMERICAN HARVESTER.

FOR MOWING.
1ST. KEEP YOUR KNIVES SHARP.

in ^ 4°'i v\tht pole Lfor CUtting °$inary he'ght. put the back bolt 
’” .th®.th,.rd h°le from the top; to lower the points of the guards, put 
U V^ owest hole 5 to raise them, in the upper ones. 1

3o 7n on the finger-bar, taking care to draw the nuts snug, and 
see that the bar is down snug to its place in the shoes.

4t . 1 nt in the cutter-bar—see that it slides easy in the guards r if 
it does not go in easy, you will probably find that the finger-bar is not 
down close to its place. Put in the connecting, rod and draw the nuts 
snug try turning the gearing and running the knife by the connecting 
rod, to see that all is clear. . 8
_T 5tb- ?he Mes ’“ t!>e crank-head, are marked No. I, II III IV — 
No' m^v a 3 a^ nT’ N°’n!r and IV ^* a 3> inch throw, and 
No. Ill gives a 4 inch throw. The 3| is right for ordinary mowing,' 
3 inch for reaping or mowing in good standing grass., in clear bottom 

mi? u^ bad ^tou’r and where there is any tendency to clog.
bolt on the lifter and track-clearer.

?.u °‘1ie °f the,reel support irons is bolted to the top of the stirrup 
and the other to the front bolt in the pole. It is adjusted the same, 
either for mowing or reaping.

8th Oil the bearings and connections and outside reel bearing with 
good lard or sperm oil. If the bearing of the reel should wear any, 
tack a bit of leather around it and keep it oiled.

9th. Adjust the driver in his seat according to his weight. If light 
he should sit well back ; if heavy, farther forward. This is done by 
means of the different holes through which the seat bolt passes Also 
by the slot in the front iron of the seat where it is hinged to the stand­
ard. bee that your horses are properly harnessed, and then 90 ahead.

FOR REAPING.
10 . If the machine is set up as a mower, and you want to chance 

to a reaper take off the lifter-lever, lifter-rod. and wheel and shoe, put 
on the platform and raker’s seat. The fro.nt end of the raker’s seat 
lever is bolted to the front standard, in one of the two lower holes 
and rests on the stirrup. The driver’s seat in mowing is bolted to the 
lever—-the driver’s seat in reaping being the top of the tool-box.

11th. Adjust the height by the pins in the axle plate, and platform 
wheel plate. Level the platform by the pole' bolts.

12th. KEEP YOUR KNIVES SHARP.
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The above cut represents Kirby’s American liarvester, as it appears 
in the field at work as a mower; and the dt on the opposite page rep­
resents the same machine as it appears in the field, reaping. As a n>ow- 
er, it cuts a swath '4 feet 8 inches wide, and will cut from 10 to 15 
acres of grass per day. As a reaper, ’it cuts a swath 5 feet wide, and 
will cut from 12 to 18 acres of grain per day. In mowing, the driver s 
seat is remarkably convenient and easy, he being back of the cutter bar 
so that he can keep the working of the machine constantly under his 
eye, and control its action by means of the levers within his reach, 
White the gentle undulatory motion of the seat, relieves him of the wea­
riness of constantly sitting in One position. In reaping, the raker has 
a spring seat, and his position enables him to deliver the gavels at t re 
side of the machine by an easy quarter turn motion or circular sweep 
of the rake.

OF For Prices, see inside of cover in back of this book.
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KIRBY’S AMERICAN HARVESTER

DESCRIPTION OP THE MACHINE.
————--------------

The above cut represents Kirby’s American Harvester as a mower, and 
shows the working parts distinctly. D is the driving wheel, which turns 
on an axle attached to the axle plate A ; F is the main frame of the ma­
chine, which is made of iron, and of such peculiar form as to combine the 
greatest amount of strength with the least weight of iron. The small end
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of the axle plate A turns freely around the shaft of the bevel gear L, on 
the other end of which shaft is the pinion which meshes into the gear­
ing of the drjving wheel, and the large end plays in a groove of the'circle 
plate E,E, which circle plate is firmly attached to the main frame F. The 
axle plate being thus free to play up and down in the groove of the circle 
plate E, permits the driving wheel to vibrate up and down entirely inde­
pendent of the main frame, and the axis of its vibratory motion being the 
shaft *o which is attached the pinion meshing into the driving wheel gear­
ing, the up and down motion of the driving wheel does not throw the ma­
chine out of gear.

This independent vibratory action between the driving wheel and main 
frame, permits either the, wheel or the finger bar to follow the ine­
quality of the surface without affecting the motion of the other ; 
thus the wheel may run in a ditch while the finger bar runs upon the bank, 
and the cutters continue in motion cutting the grass close; or the wheel 
may run over a knoll, while the finger bar runs through a hollow and shaves 
it out smoothly. It also enables the* finger bar to be raised at pleasure. 
It can also be set to cut at any height both in grass and grain, for which 
purpose there is a projection X upon the circle plate E, and holes in the rim 
of the axle plate, to which holes an iron pin is fitted, upon which the projec­
tion X rests, and simply by changing the pin to the various holes, the 
finger bar is set to cut at various heights.

H is a wooden standard, fastened firmly to the front part ®f the main 
frame, and braced by the standard G, which is fastened to the circle plate 
E. To the standard H, the seat board J is fastened at i, and rests upon 
the iron support d.

In mowing, the driver sits upon the seat S with one foot in the stirrup I 
and the other in a stirrup upon the other side of the driving wheel. The 
seat board J is thus made to act as a lever by means of which the weight 
of the driver balances the weight of the front part of the frame and the 
pole, and throws it, as well as his weight, upon the driving wheel, taking 
all the pressure off the horses necks, lessening the draft, and adding to the 
power of the driving wheel sufficiently to hold it to the ground without 
using an unnecessary weight of iron for that purpose. The machine is 
thus made to run lighter and easier with the weight of the driver added. 
The seat S may be moved forward or back according to the weight of the 
driver, so as to make a perfect balance in all cases.

M is a wrought iron finger bar, with a flange upon the front edge 
through which the fingers/// are bolted.

V is the outside shoe, fastened by means of a false shoe to the finger bar,
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in such a manner that the pitch of the shoe and the height of the finger 
bar may be varied at pleasure.

Motion is given to the cutters from the driving wheel D, which drives the 
shaft, on which is the bevel gear L, which meshes with a small bevel gear 
and drives the shaft on which is the driving head 0; this driving head is 
connected with the cutter bar by means of the connecting rod P. 1*116 
driving head 0 acts as a balance wheel,and has four holes or boxes for the 
connecting rod, obviating the necessity of continually buying new boxes. 
These boxes are placed at different distances from the centre, to give a longer 
or shorter stroke to the cutter bar, according to the work to be performed*

The small pinion on the shaft of the bevel gear L, is thrown out and,in 
gear by means of the lever C, and the motion of the cutters is thus always 
within the control of the driver. By means of the lever U the driver can 
at pleasure, elevate the finger bar to pass over obstructions, or move from 
field to field. The lever U is connected at b with another’lever which at N 
connects with the long rod e e, which passes along the finger bar M and 
through the outside shoe V at a, into thp wheel W. The driver, by push­
ing down upon the lever U, throws the outside end of the finger bar upon 
the wheel W, and by raising upon the lever U, he raises the inner end of 
the finger bar. Thus the driver can at pleasure elevate either end or both 
ends of the finger bar, and a spring attached to the lever U, holds the 
finger bar in whatever position the driver puts it.

T is a track clearer; P the pole, and K the tool box.
To convert the Machine into a Reaper, the lever U, long rod e e arid 

outside shoe V are taken off, and the platform bolted on the finger bar 
M. The raker’s seat is a board bolted to one end of a long wooden lever, 
or spring, which is bolted to the standard H through the hole g and rests 
on the top of the stirrup I, the seat being about parallel with the driver’s 
seat S, arid the raker sits with one foot in the stirrup c and the other on 
the platform. The iron S of the driver’s seat is transferred to the raker’s 
seat. In reaping, the weight of the raker balances the front of the frame, 
and the driver sits upon the tool box K with his feet upon the foot board 
R. The frame and inner end of the finger bar is elevated and fastened 
at the proper height, by putting the bolt under the projection, X, of the 
circle plate, E, into the upper holes of the axle plate A. There is a wheel 
upon the outer side of the platform, with an arrangement for varying the 
height, which carries the outer end of the finger bar at the proper height, 
One end of the reel goes into the holes in the upper end of the standard 
G, and the other end into the reel arm attached to the platform. The 
belt that carries the reel passes around a small pulley at the side of the • 
bevel gear L, and a larger pulley on the inner end of the reel shaft.
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KARBY’S AMERICAN HARVESTER
AS A MOWER.

With. Finger Bar elevated by the Lifter.

Peculiarities of Construction of Kirby’s American Harvester.
It is mads entirely or Iron, except the and pole; the finger W1 

flange on the front edge, thus adding 
strength and preventing «id cdt grass from rfding bn the Bar ; and the 
veiy simple arrangement of the frfimB, faring and connections, dispenses 
with a large weight of iron necessary in other Machines.

Tw Driver's Seat is pivoted oyer the Driving wheel, the from end 
being fastened to the frame, and the driver Atting upon the other end 
Up°n V^'"v* “" M^"^ ‘° correspond withes weight The 
seat is thus madp to act as a. leaver, 1$ means of which tie weight.^ the : 
driver counterbalances the weight of the frame and the downward pressure ‘ 
upon the horses, and throws the whole upon the driving wh™L addina” 

] to thepwer of the wheel, materially lightening the draft of the Machine, 
oteWW-th, sale faff, .^may tke hww frOm ^ ^^ ^ ,

. of the frame, and permitting the knives and fingers to moreWlyM" 
over stones and obstructions, and thus rendering them less liable to injury.
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Independent Action of the Finger Bar is secured by the peculiar 
mode of attaching the driving wheel to the frame, so that the wheel in 
passing over uneven ground does not carry the finger bar up and down 
with it, as in other Machines, but each acting independently, the fingers 
follow the ground, thus enabling the Machines to work well on uneven 
surfaces. This independent action and flexibility of the finger bar very 
materially lessens the liability of breakage in coming in contact with ob­
structions. It also permits the finger bar to be set at any desired height, 
both in mowing and reaping, enabling the Machine to work equally well 
whether the ground be wet or dry, hard or soft, and rendeiing it a perfect 
Combined Machine, working equally well whether mowing or reaping.

The Cutters are placed upon the bar, with spaces between them, to 
enable the gum and other substances that clog a Machine to work out; and 
the rivet heads project and play through slots in the fingers, effectually 
clearing the .Machine at every stroke.

The Guard Fingers are fastened to the Machine in a simple manner, 
requiring but few bolts, and are easily removed and replaced. They are 
of cast iron, and whole both at top and bottom, and more than twice as 
strong as the ordinary open guards.

The Connection from the crank head to the knife rod is simple and 
light, doing away with the continuous expense of renewing boxes and 
cranks, as in other Machines.

The Raker’s Seat is very easy, and his position the most convenient 
possible for raking off the grain.

The Gearing is very simple, and the speed so regulated that it does 
not require a fast walking team to operate it. Oxen can be used to good 
advantage.

A lever is attached, in a convenient position, for the driver to throw 
the cutters out and in gear while the Machine is in motion.

By means of a Lifter, the driver can at pleasure, elevate either end or 
both ends of the finger bar, to pass over obstructions, carry his swath, or 
move from field to field.

Simplicity of Construction, Strength, and Durability are attained 
in the highest degree, by the ingenious and simple combination of all parts 
of the Machine.
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KIRBY’S AMERICAN HARVESTER AS A REAPER.

The Superiority of Kirby’s American Harvester
Over all others will become more obvious by looking at its several superior 
points in detail, and then considering that all these separate excellencies are 
combined in one Machine, in the most simple and effective manner. In 
some of these excellencies it is entirely unequalled, and in none of them is it 
surpassed. While other Machines may equal it in some of its desirable qual- ; 
ities we can safely say there is not another Machine in the world which 
combznes all the excellencies that are found combined in Kirby’s American 
Harvester. These excellencies are:

1. Weight. It. is the lightest Machine in use, as will be seen by refer- 
nng to the Report of the Judges at the Syracuse Trial. The immense 
advantage which this lightness gives to the Kirby Machine over all others 
will be apparent to'any one who will carefully consider the remarks of the 
Judges upon that point

2. Ease of Draft. It will be seen by reference to the tables of draft 
LTer0US testi“Is on ‘^ fon^«g pages, that it is the lightest 

draft Machine in use. The tables show this to be so on perfectly smooth 
land, but- on rough and hilly land the difference between this and other 
Machines would be still more marked; not only on account of the lightness 
of the Machine, but also on account of the flexibility of the finger bar.

5



©c^arfe tie Sheffer*

When the finger bar is attached rigidly to the frame, and lies heavily 
upon the ground, any inequality of the ground causes both an unusual 
side draft and a greatly increased direct draft, for, when the wheel goes 
into a depression, or the bar strikes an elevation, nearly the whole weight 
of the Machine comes on the bar, destroying the power of the wheel, 
cutting the grass very unevenly, and badly straining the Machine, if not 
entirely stopping it. Machines made with the cutter bar in front of the 
driving wheel, with a lever to raise and lower it, are certain, if the bar is 
dropped to the ground, to run into and cut off all the ground above a cer­
tain level; or, if lifted off the ground, to clear elevations, cut the grass 
high, and throw the weight all on the horses necks. From this it is appa­
rent that the flexibility of the finger bar in the Kirby Machlne^gives it an 
incalculable advantage, in ease of draft, over the lightest of other Machines 
on rough ground.

3. Price. It is the lowest priced Machine in market. Every man’s 
pocket will testify to the advantages of the Kirby Machine in this kern.

4. Strength. The Machine is made entirely of iron, except the seat 
and pole. The weight is so distributed as to give the greatest amount of 
strength with the least weight of iron. All parts that are liable to strain 
are made very strong. We pay an extra price for materials, for the sake 
of getting the strongest the market affords, and the Machine will stand 
any test of strength that a Machine is capable of enduring.

5. Durability. Being made entirely of iron, the Machine is not liable 
to decay, nor shrink, nor check, nor warp, by exposure to the weather. It 
is well known that Machines, made with a wooden frame, on exposure to 
the storms, dews and severe heat of summer, will shrink and swell, and 
warp and check. This, besides gradually weakening and destroying the 
frame, throws the iron work, and the running parts attached to it, out of 
place, causing one part to bind and another to wear; and every hot day, 
every shower, and every night’s exposure, increases the difficulty, until the 
Machine is destroyed, These are difficulties that cannot be overcome in a 
wood frame Machine, but are entirely obviated in one with an iron frame. 
The simplicity of the Kirby Machine also increases its durability, for every 
one knows that the more complicated a Machine is, the greater is its liabil­
ity to get out of order. There are but few parts in this Machine that are 
liable to wear, and those parts are so constructed that they can be easily 
removed and replaced. The independent action of the finger bar greatly 
lessens its liability to breakage. When the finger bar is attached rigidly 
to the frame and driving wheel, upon coming suddenly in contact with any 
obstruction, the whole weight and force of the Machine is brought to bear, at
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once upon the point of resistance; but with a flexible and movable finger 
bar, there is a giving and lifting of the bar, which blings the strain upon 
it gradually and slowly, and very much lessens the liability to breakage. 
Again, a flexible bar will puss of er many obstructions which would stop 
or break a Machine with a rigid bar. The guard fingers being whole ch 
the top, are much less liable to break than .the common open finger.

6. Simplicity of Construction. A glance at the Machine will render 
obvious its marvellous simplicity in all its parts and combinations. It is 
easily put together, easily altered to adapt it to different kinds of work, and 
is entirely free from the “traps” with which most Machines are encum­
bered. It does not require an experienced mechanic to work it, nor a 
machine shop to keep it. in order. Every farmer will appreciate these ad- 
vantages.

7. Ability to Work on 'Rough Ground. In this respect it is entirely 
unequaled by any Machine yet produced. The independent action of the 
finger bar enables it to go through dead furrows and ditches, among 
stones and bogs, and ‘over knolls and hills, where no other Machine can 
follow it.

8. Adaptation to all Kinds of Work. The Moment a^on f 
the finger bar not only enables it to work on Tough'ground, Kq^ i 
it to every variety of soil—whether sand, clay, or wet marsh-,’whether soft 
or hard, rough or smooth, stony or hilly ; to all kinds of foram; earl a d 
late light and heavy, soft, fine, and wet grass, lodged aid standing clove” 
to all kmds of work-whether mowing, or reaping, Or gathering „°rass aJ 
clover seed It can beset to work at any height, from two inches up to 
eighteen inches, and the change can be made in an'instant. '

9. It is a Perfect Coined Machine, working equally well whether 
“?S X^'^ ThiS * *" ^““^ which cannot be too highly 
prized Mhde there are many Machines that are very good mowers and 
others that are good reapers, there is scarcely a good Combined Machine 
o be found, but Mr. Kuby has furnished to the farmer the two Ma- 

dunes conned nt the cost of a single one, and so thoroughly perfected ' 
that as a Mower d will work as well as the best of those adapted only to 
mowmg; and as a Reaper, os well as the best of those adapted only to 
reaping, and yet so simple in construction, that the change from Mower 
to Reaper is made in a moment.

10 Ease of the Raker’s Position. In all other Machines Lavino- a 
 delivery the rakbns obliged to stand in an awkward and tiresome 

position to rake the gram off. Ia the Kirby Machine, the new and pecu-
s.de

s.de
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liar position of the raker’s seat, enables him to set upon a spring seat in 
an easy position, and, with a rake of a novel form, to take off the gavels 
at the side, out of the way of the horses, with but one movement of his 
arms, which is as natural and easy as if he were standing on the ground 
and raking.

11. Pressure upon .the Horses Necks is taken off and obviated by 
the peculiar position of the driver’s seat. This pressure has been a se­
rious objection to most of the Machines heretofore made, and some have 
attempted to obviate it by jointing the pole, and putting a small castor 
wheel under the front portion of the frame to sustain it; but in practice 
this method is found to have serious objections, Such a wheel must ne­
cessarily be small, and on ground that is in the least uneven, it will drop 
into every little depression, requiring extra power to lift it out, and to drag 
it over all elevations of surface, while it is impossible to run it through 
dead furrows and water furrows. The castor wheel not only adds very 
much to the draft of the Machine, but,' on ground that is not entirely 
smooth, it causes a continual thumping of the pole upon the horses breasts. 
In one neighborhood last season, four horses died from inflammation of 
the lungs, caused by working them on such Machines. But few farmers 
can afford to furnish horses for such wholesale slaughter. In the Kirby 
Machine this pressure is obviated by making the driver’s seat a lever, by 
means of which the driver counterbalances the weight of the frame, and 
throws it on to the driving wheel, where it is most easily drawn, and the 
Machine actually runs lighter with the driver’s weight added, while in other 
Machines the driver’s weight adds so much to the draft of the Machine. 
It has been a matter of Surprise with many, that a Machine so light could 
hold itself to the ground with power sufficient to drive the gearing and 
cutter bar, but the fact that the weight of the frame and driver are thrown 
on the driving wheel, thus adding to its power, explains it.

12. It cannot be Clogged, in any kind of grass, be the same wet or 
dry. The peculiar shape of the fingers, and the method of putting on 
the knives, renders it self-clearing at every stroke.

13. It Spreads the Grass better than can be done by hand. The 
cutter bar being of wrought iron, and much narrower than the wooden 
bars, the grass falls over as it is cut, and does not pile up on the bar and 
draff and clOff.

O“ We Challenge the World to Produce a Machine which 
Combines all these Advantages so Perfectly as Kirby’s Ameri­
can Harvester.
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In the various trials that occurred in 1858, Kirby’s American Har­
vester was remarkably, yet deservedly successful, as the many first pre­
miums awarded to it at State and County Fairs and Trials, attest. Its une­
qualed combination of superior points, enables it to distance all competitors, 
and during the season it has met and vanquished, in fair trial, every ma- 
diine of any reputation in the country.

At the New York State hair, it was awarded the First Premium and a 
Silver Medal as the best reaper.

At the Indiana State Fair, it received the First Premium as the best com­
bined machine. .

The Tonawanda Valley Agricultural Society awarded it the First Premium 
at their Fair at Attica, N. Y., Sept. 23d, 1858.

At a trial of mowers, at Wyoming, N. Y., July 6th, 1858, the. First 
Premium was awarded to Kirby’s American Harvester.

At a trial at North Java, N. Y., July 10th, 1858, it received the First 
Premium.

At a trial of Harvesters at Delaware, Ohio, July 6th, 1858, under the 
auspices of the Delaware County Agricultural Society, Kirby’s American 
Harvester received the First Premium as a Reaper, and Second Premium 
as a Combined Machine, and the committee stood two to three for giving 
First Premium as a Combined Machine.

At the Erie County Fair the First Premium, as combined machine, 
was awarded to Kirby’s American Harvester.
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THE SYRACUSE TRIAL.

The National Trial of Reapers and Mowers held under the 
auspices of the United States Agricultural Society at Syracuse, 
in July, 1857, excited a very deep interest throughout the coun­
try. The magnitude of the interests involved, both to the farmer 
and to the manufacturer — the high character of the Society in­
stituting the trial, and of the distinguished gentlemen selected 
from various portions of the Union to conduct it — the severity 
of the tests to which the Machines were submitted, all conspired 
to enlist the attention of the public, and establish the conviction 
that the results of the trial, and the report of the judges, would’ 
go far to determine which of the many Machines, before the 
public is really the best for general use. At that trial all of the 
Machines in the country which have ever been successful in prac­
tical workings were thoroughly tested and compared, and the r$- 
sult is embodied in a very interesting report issued by the Society, 
copious extracts from which will be found in the following pages. 
——— ------------------ -----------------------------------------ZI
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This being our first year, we entered upon the trial totally 
inexperienced, with a new machine, which we had no oppor­
tunity to test until we went into the field for trial. Our contest 
was with machines which had had the benefit of years of experi­
ment and improvement, and were operated by men who were 
old stagers in such Trials. We had the misfortune to draw the 
worst lots in every field. But, against all these disadvantages, 
our Harvester at once took a stand at the head of the best in 
the country, and maintained it throughout, as will appear from 
the following extracts from the Judges1 Report.

We Cannot better commence our quotations from the Report, 
than by giving the very comprehensive and judicious remarks of 
the Judges upon the general utility of Mowing and Reaping 
Machines, and the enormous saving to the farmers of the coun­
try which would be effected by their general introduction. On 
these points they speak as follows:

“ The interest of farmers, and most emphatically of farmers1 
wives and daughters, in these Machines, is, in the aggregate, 
still greater than the manufacturers.

“An estimate by a Committee of the New York State Agri­
cultural Society, of the cost of cutting and curing a ton of hay 
with the scythe, or with a Machine, shows a saving of seventy- 
five cents a ton in favor of the latter. A more careful compari­
son would show a still greater saving. The diminution of the 
number of hands employed in harvesting, lightens the labors of 
the females of a farmer’s family very greatly, at a period when * 
their energies are already taxed to the utmost. The food con­
sumed by extra hands is also saved. The grass being evenly 
spread by the Machine, dries, and is ready to put into cock much 
sooner than when cut by a scythe; and is therefore less subject 
to injury from dews and rains. Chemical philosophy and prac­
tical trial, alike concur in proving that the greatest amount of 
nutritive matter is secured in hay when the grass is cut while in 
blossom. Since this period is a very brief one, farmers having 
large meadows to cut, are unable to secure a great proportion of 
their crops while it is in the best condition, if it is done by hand; 
but the more rapid action of the Machine enable's them to cut 
the whole while in the most perfect state. It is now well settled, 
that good Machines will cut more grass from an acre than a 
scythe can possibly do; probably the best Machines will average
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one twenty-fifth more to an acre than the best scythe cutting; or 
a machine will cut twenty-six tons of hay from ground where a 
scythe could obtain only twenty-five tons.

“These advantages were not taken into the calculation which 
measures the superior economy of Mowing Machines by seventy- 
five cents a ton. If they are admitted, they will largely increase 
the pecuniary difference between the two modes' of cutting 
Without insisting on these latter advantages, and assuming sev' 
enty-five cents as the true measure of the difference, we find that 
the substitution of these Machines for scythes will effect a sav­
ing of ten millions three hundred nifd seventy-eight thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-one dollars to the United States; two 
millions, seven hundred and ninety-six thousand, five hundred 
and ninety seven dollars to the state of New York; one mil­
lion, three hundred and eighty-two thousand, one hundred and 
twenty-six dollars to the state of Pennsylvania ; and one million 
and eighty-two thousand three hundred and fifty-six dollars to 
the state of Ohio.

“Suppose a Machine to be invented which will effect a further 
saving of twenty per cent, over the best of those now in use the 
annual saving effected by such Machines in. the United States 
would be two millions, seventy-five thousand, seven hundred 
and ninety-six dollars; in the state ot iSew York, five hundred 
and fifty-nine,thousand, three hundred and. eighteen dollars ; and 
in the state of Pennsylvania, two hundred and seventy-six thou- 
sand, four hundred and twenty-four dollars. Should the farmers 
of the United States use a Machine, twenty per cent, worse than 
the best of those now in existence, they would sustain a corres­
ponding loss. There was much more than twenty per cent dif­
ference between the Machines exhibited at Syracuse; and this 
fact conclusively shows how deeply the farmers of our country 
meed a reliable guide in purchasing Mowing and Reaping Ma­
chines, and how necessary it is that bodies, charged with the 
responsibilities of . affording.them such a guide, should spare no 
effort to ascertain the truth, the whole truth, arid nothing but 
the truth, respecting their operations.

It has been pur object, from the beginning, to conduct the 
trials that they might be self-determining, so that the announce­
ment of the results of our weights and measures might deter 
mine the* question of the relative merits of the different Ma- 
^n^8 ^houtthe intervention of our own judgments or opinions 

have steadily adhered to that determination throughout the 
trials. We have had no partialities for individuals or localities 
to gratify, and our single aim has been .to award the palm to 
merit alone. How far we have succeeded in our endeavors, is 
now for you and the public to determine.”
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AWARDS OF JUDGES, &c.
The following is a copy of the awards of the Judges to Kikby’s 

American Harvester at the “National Field Trial of Harvest 
Implements, by the United States Agricultural Society:” 
pXXT ^ £"L{™ges?’-Uo^W Machines.— Second 
Premium to the Buffalo Agricultural Machine Works—Kirbv’s 

p1oETX~T° B^’o^gricu’tural Machine Works, a Di- 
Snemi SuS3 Ingenious Adaptation of Cutter to

can H^v,^ Speak Of ^ P®™“» of Kirby’s Ameei- 

mL?™^ Works-The Kieby
Machine. The chief peculiarity of this Machine consists in the 
independent action of the finger bar, which’is secured by the 
E Z^l of attaching the driving wheel to theXX‘so 
that the wheel, in passing over uneven ground, does not carry 
EthXlE1' ^VS d°wnwithit; but, each acting indepem 
mid flexibility ofrthe ^ ^ ^ indePend^t action
ana neximnty of the finger bar lessens the liability to bronk-im. 
when in contact with obstructions. It also permits the finder

grou nd1 ^EE ^ “d
*• fi gronnd. Ihis contrivance for securing the rise and fall 

^ n^ Tl “Cr bar 18 V-eiy ingenkm3' is worthy of commenda- 
uon. Ihe gearing is good. .This Machine had the misfortune 
to draw the worst lots in both fields, which made its performance 
seem worse than it really was. Wb consider it ^ tormance 
useful Machine, destined to take a high rank.” ‘ 8°°d

The Trial commenced in a field of lodged clover. Before 
JEE '0 °te’'the ^airman of the Committee announced 
that the Committee had decidecl.lot No. 1 to be ten per cent the 
worst lot in the field to mow. It was our misfortune to draw lot 
^ o. 1, and the Judges, in their Report, speak of it thus:

“Itis but bare justice to Mr. Osborne to.say, that his lot h„ 
far the worst in the whole field. It was more uneven, had more 
E8 ^ 8tumps, was more trampled by the spectators before 
and after cutting, than any other in the field; hence the num 
bers annexed to his work in Tables A and B really indicate a 
&,& -th" “““ “”“ - --bite
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The next lot cut was in a field “ two-thirds herds-grass or tim­
othy, one-sixth red clover, one-sixth June grass.” The Judges 
thus speak of the general characteristics of the field:

“ The, elevation from west to'east was estimated’at eighty feet; 
and it was generally conceded, by spectators and judges, that 
there were few fields presenting a greater combination of diffi­
culties, or one better calculated to bring into view the bad qual­
ities of Machines than this. The tough, soft undergrowth of the 
poapratensis^ which was uncommonly luxuriant, offered consid­
erable difficulties to the knife, and brought out all the clogging 
propensities of the Machines.

“The following sketch will give a very clear idea ot the field 
as viewed from the plank road :”

Here, as before, we drew the worst lot in the field. And while 
most of the other Machines had one or more attendants to clear 
the Machine when clogging or dragging, and render any other 
assistance that might be desirable, we had no such assistance, 

3 considering one man sufficient to work our Machine. It was 
j understood that this fact should have its due weight, and that a 

Machine which required three men to work it successfully, should 
not receive as high numbers as one which required but one man. 
Yet, for some unaccountable reason, this fact seems to have been 
"disregarded in making up the tables, as appears from the follow­
ing remarks of the Judges :

. “ Mr. Osborne had a very bad lot in this, as in the clover field, 
and worked in both without any assistance. While all the Judges 
agreed on the correctness of the numbers as representing his 
actual work, several were of opinion that, in view of the disad­
vantages he labored under, and his conscientious abstinence from
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2j?ying “sfe^ce, higher numbers should be assigned to

The next Trial was in reaping a field of rye. The Judges, in 
describing the field, say: \ » >

rv^ ^0?^^ Tfial con™ced on the 17th of July, on the 
y ,, S' ^ r-Hayden, near the farm house. It is believed there 

of l£W -bSlni -he T"^7 better calculated to try the powers 
of Leaping Machines than this. It was hilly, stony and crossed 
y eep water furrows. The annexed cut will give some idea 

the inequalities of the surface:” S ea °f

The Committee on Grains and Grasses renort ‘ tLat ti 
gSwmasss

fiel^T^T 7 had ^ *?8fortune t0 draw the worst lot in the 
neia. Ihe Judges say in reference to it:
fm^t™ £ ^ '^7 Kirly Machine was crossed ly a water 

^ ^ ^^ b& actual measurement; and a Held

cult ^The Profile ^^’^ C°Uld freely ^^ more diffi-

We have compiled f„m the tahlee of ae j^ ,he Mo 
table, showing how our Machine compares with the other Com-
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bined Machines upon the ground, in several important particu­
lars. There were fourteen entries of Combined Machines, all of 
which are included in the following table, though A. II. Carry 1’s 
Machine was withdrawn during the Trial, and R. L. Allen’s 
does not seem to have been tested at all in reaping:

Table of Weight and Draft of the Combined Machines.

KIND OF MACHINE

WEIGHT. DRAFT.

Mower. Comb’d.
________ i

Surface 
draft

Total power 
expended in 
cutt’g grass

Kirby’s American Harvester,._  
Wood’s Manny Machine,_____

LBS. 
658 
874 
912

LBS.
815
874

1018
1080
1130

*

1220

LBS.
179
260
190
200
268
210 
183
226 
t 
190

*

250 
*

LBS. 
383 
400

' 430 
.412 
466 
379 
353 
428 
t 
375 
*

492 
493

Pells Manny’s Machine,______
Ketchum’s Machine,_________ 753
Warder, Brokaw & Child’s Do_ 
R. L. Allen’s Machine,__ _____  
T. D. BurralFs “ _______ •

1015
682
884

Miller, Wingate & Co’s Machine-, 
T. R. Hussey’s “__
Hull & Sanford’s “__
Seymour & Morgan’s ’ “-_
Dutton’s Atkins “__
T. J. Frelinhausen’s “__
A. H. Carryl’is *• __

949 
800 
*

956
1008

705
995

1016 
950 
*

1217
1443 
822 
*

* “ No Report.’* f “ Original Notes rubbed out and meaning doubtful.”

This table shows that Kirby’s American Harvester was 
also by far the lightest Machine there. In surface draft it greatly 
excelled, in lightness of draft, all the Machines on the ground, 
while the table shows only three' Machines equal to it in the total 
power expended in cutting grass, and the difference in the sharp­
ness of the blades and the length of the stubble will easily ac­
count for their equaling us here. We were unfortunate in this 
trial in having knives that would retain, a good edge but a short 
time, and, as we had cut one lot just before the test of draft, our 
knives must of necessity have been in much worse order than 
those properly tempered. Again, the height of the stubble makes 
a very great difference in this test, and, as we cut very close, we 
suffered there. For instance, the Judges say that Burrall’s Ma­
chine left the stubble St inches high, while ours left it only 2i 
inches high; and this will easily account for the lightness of draft
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shown in that column for his Machine. The Judges*say on this 
point:

“ Of course, the higher the stubble is cut from the ground the 
easier is the draft, and we desired to find some uniform rule by 
which we could apportion a deduction from each Machine pro- 
portionably to its stubble; but we could not satisfy ourselves in 
this particular. Sometimes half an inch made a great differ­
ence zn the draft, and other times it was so trivial as to be O' no 
consequence. To arrive at any reliable rule would require fir 
more extended and varied trials than it was in our power to 
make. \Ve have, therefore, given the column, leaving each one 
to make such corrections of the column showing the actual draft 
as his judgment may indicate as correct.”

The question of draft is one of great importance to the farmer, 
and yet it is often entirely overlooked. On very smooth and 
level ground, the difference is not so apparent, and, as the dy­
namometer test is always applied on such ground, the difference 
of draft in a heavy and light Machine, or in a Machine with a 
flexible bar, and one where the bar is fastened rigidly to the 
wheel, as indicated by the instrument, is but small compared to 
what it would be on very rough and hilly ground. An indicated 
difference of ten pounds, on perfectly smooth ground, would be 
multiplied many times in ascending a steep, hill, or in going over 
rough ground where there are constant inequalities to overcome. 
Upon this subject the Judges say:

“ Another question, connected with the amount of draft, seems 
‘Si/ ^ ^^.V1 !NS connection. We allude to the weights 
ot Machines.' ibis difference on level ground is trifling but 
whep ascending hills it becomes of great importance; and as 
most farms are more or less hilly, it becomes a matter of serious 
consequence to the farmer to select the lightest Machine, other 
things being equal. The ascent in the Hayden meadow was es­
timated at eighty feet from the plank road to the eastern end of 
the Jot. Its length was sixty rods, and the horses averaged four 
minutes in walking the distance. It follows, therefore, that the 
power expended in overcoming simply the gravity of each Ma­
chine, is expressed by the weight of the Machine raised perpen­
dicularly eighty feet high in four minutes.

It is often overlooked that time, as well as force, is an ele­
ment in the consideration of power. A variation of ten pounds 
in the draft of two Machines is looked upon by many as a mere 
oagatelle. It is not considered that this force is extended through-
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out every second of lime of working. If, then, the two Machines 
, work for ten hours, the difference of force is not represented by

10 lbs., but by that number multiplied into ike number of seconds 
in ten hours, viz: 10 h. x 30 in. x 60 sec. X 10 lbs.=360,000 lbs.

I Our excuse for allusion to a principle so entirely elementary nc ust 
be found in the fact, that it is so strangely overlooked by many | 
fai mers and mechanics j and we hope that the remark may stim­
ulate inventors to attempt every possible reduction of force, even 
if it be apparently very small, being assured that in the long run 
it will be very .considerable.”

In their general remarks upon Harvesters, the Judges say! •
/‘^j’8 ^s0.7very cIear, from this trial, that the cutter tar 

should be flexible, as connected with the frame of the Machine. 
The grass is cut more evenly, and side-draft is prevented- for 
when.the knife on a stiff Machine rises over a knoll or other ob- 
straction, the pressure on the surface of the gi-ouhd increases the 
resistance,, and causes side draft. For this reason, those Ma­
chines which have flexible fastenings of the cutter bar to the 
frame have the least side draft, provided the draft is properly 
attached. r r i i

“Much difference of opinion exists among the builders, with 
regaid to the comparative merits of cast and wrought iron fin­
gers or guards. We do not suppose that our judgment will 
settle conflicting opinions on this point; yet we deem it proper 
to say that we believe the cast iron finger to be the best on the 
whole. We think it better that a guard should break than bend. 
In the latter case the friction.will be greatly increased, consum­
ing an increase of power, which is expended in wearing out and 
deranging other parts of the machinery. Many country black­
smiths are not qualified for such a job, and make it worse by. 
their attempts to repair it, while any farmer can take off a bro­
ken guard, and replace it by a new one in a few minutes.

“ A difference of opinion also exists with respect to the advan­
tages of wooden and iron finger bars. In our opinion, iron finger 
bars (which can be made much narrower than wooden ones,) are 
better adapted to the cutting of fine, short grass than wooden 
ones, on which, from their greater breadth, the grass piles up 
and tends to clog the knife. 1 !

“ When the grass is long, and the wind is blowing in the same 
direction that the. Machine travels, it is verv difficult, if not (in ; 
some cases,) impossible to cut without a reel. In other cases it I 
is much better to cut without one, as the grass after cutting is in 
a much better condition for drying. We therefore consider it 
desirable that Mowers should be furnished with reels, which can 
be quickly and easily removed and replaced. They would then 
be enabled to cut under all circumstances.”
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It will be observed that all these marked advantages which 
the Judges consider of so great importance, are possessed by 
Kilby’s American Harvester.

We here close our quotations from this valuable report. We 
cannot but feel that both farmers and manufacturers are greatly 
indebted to the Society for the many important points that have 
been brought out and established by this Trial, in reference to 
Mowing and Reaping Machines—points which will aid the 
manufacturer in his experiments for improving his Machine, and 
guide the farmer in making his selection from the various Ma­
chines in the market.

In confirmation of the extreme lightness of draft of the Kirby 
Machine, as indicated by the Dynamometer at the Syracuse 
Trial, we give the reported amount of draft of various Machines 
at a Trial of Reapers in Hamilton, Ohio, in July, 1857, 
where the power required to operate the several Machines was 
tested,by the Dynamometer, with the following result, showing 
Kiiby s Machine to be the lightest draft Machine on the ground:

Kirby’s Machine,_____ ______________________
Hiltz’s “ _________
Whiteby’s “ ____
Hussey’s “ _____________________ ___
Iron Harvester,._______________
Ohio u ____*___
Atkins’ “
McCormick’s Harvester,___________________

J. J. Mann & Son’s Machine,_______
Manny’s Machine,________________

LBS. 
200

225

225

225

250

275

275

275

300

300

300
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INDIANA STATE TRIAL.

The only State Trial of Mowers and Reapers that occurred in 1858, 
was held at Laporte, Ind., July 7th and 8th, under the auspices of the 
Indiana State Board of Agriculture. • The trial occupied two days, and, 
except the celebrated Syracuse Trial, was the most thorough and im­
portant trial that has ever occurred in this country. The machines entered 
tor trial, were as follows : Kirby’s American Harvester, Me Cormick’s, 
Ketchum’s, Rugg’s, Seymour & Morgan’s, Riley’s, Esterly’s, J. J>Mann & 
Sons, Aultman & Miller's, Warder, Brokaw & Childs’ New York Com­
bined, Heath’s Eagle, R. L. Alien’s. Deitz & Dunham’s with Trump’s 
Improvement, H. F. Mann’s Great Western, Mann’s with Witt’s Im­
provement, and Wemple’s self-raker. The committee say, in reference to 
these machines, “Most of the machines were of great merit, and were 
enthusiastically followed by a large crowd throughout the day, in defiance 
of the hot sun, and atmosphere heated to 90° in the shade. Among 
the Reapers, your committee found but little really to condemn. They all cut 
clean and level enough, though one or two machines trailed a little. In 
this respect, no machine tried worked badly. Ten years ago, the least 
perfect would have been considered a success without probable compe­
tition. Even now, when examined alone, where its work is performed 
without the inspection and comparison of other work at the same time, 
it would be decided the perfection of art.

“ The automaton rakers, though ingenious, and in grain of proper and 
uniform thickness, do fair work, yet in uneven grain, or where it is too 
thin or too thick for a gavel of the proper size at a single revolution, 
they must fail to do the best work. With the hand rake, these difficul­
ties can be overcome.

“It is of the utmost importance that the gavels be collected evenly 
and compact, of the proper size for a sheaf, and be delivered in such a 
manner as to be readily and easily lifted by the binder, with the least 
possible difficulty.”

COMBINED MACHINES.

“ There were nine entries of Combined Machines, in each of which 
there was much to commend. A few of these performed very well as 
Mowers, although they had less merit as Reapers ; while others were 
better Reapers though not so good Mowers. Ketchum’s and McCormick’s 
machines, as mowers, have some superior claims, while Rugg’s, Riley’s, 
and the New York Combined, are entitled to favorable consideration.
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“ Your committee, however, after the most thorough examination, arc 
unanimous in their award of the FIRST PREMIUM of 830, to KIRBY’S 
AMERICAN HARVESTER. This is, beyond all question, the 
lightest draft machine on I EXHIBITION. The weight is 850 lbs. and 
the actual draft for mowing was 170. While larger machines may be 
more admired and sought for in the prairie districts, in our opinion this 
could be used with more success in the timber and upon uneven ground. 
The width of cut is five feet as a Reaper, and four feet eight as a 
Mower.”

the committee state above that the Kirby machine was, beyond all 
question, the lightest draft machine on exhibition, and below we give a 
table of the draft of the various machines entered, compiled from the 
tables of the report:’

TABLE OF DRAFT OF MACHINES AT THE INDIANA STATE TRIAL, 1858.

NAME. DRAFT.

Kirby’s American Harvester, 170 lbs.
Ault man & Miller’s Machine, 225 0
R. L. Allen’s, “ 225 “
Ketchum’s, “ 300 11
J. J. Mann A Sons, a 250 “
H. F. Mann’s Great Western, 275 “ 
Warder, Brokaw & Child’s, N.

Y. Combined, . . 250 K

NAME. DRAFT.

Esterly’s Machine, 275 lbs.
Heath’s Eagle, 0 350 “
Deitz & Dunham’s do., 350 “
Rugg's, do., 325 “
Seymour, Morgan^ Allen’s, 338 44
Riley’s Machine, 350 “
McCormick’s, do., 350 “

From the Report of the Harwich Agricultural Society, Canada West.
«The next thing the society turned their attention to was the introduc­

tion of new and approved implements. As there was but. one reaping and 
mowing machine in the township, they thought it would be advisable to 
purchase one .and have jt sold to some of the subscribers for the benefit of 
the society; but before doing so, it was thought it would be a wise thing 
to see a trial of as many of the above machines as cduld be got together. 
A deputation was appointed to have the merits of two machines tried, one 
of which was made in Ingersoll, C. W., after Manny’s Patent; the other 
was made at Buffalo, after Kirby’s Patent. The trial was made on a field 
belonging to our President. We regret to be obliged to say that the Cana­
dian machine was fairly beaten in every respect. The one from Buffalo 
was purchased next day after the trial, by two young men of pur township, 
who have since done good work and good service to many of our subscri" 
bers with it” . -! t j , u ..

DAVID WILSON, Fr^'t.
ALEX. HOUSTON, Sec^y,

^F



TESTIMONIALS..

We Bare received a Targe mirribet of testimonials from the farmers 
who used Kirby’s American Harvester during the harvest of 1’859. 
As our space will permit us to give only a portion of them, we have 
selected a few from each locality in which the machines have been used, 
to show that they have been equally successful on every variety of sur­
face an soil, from the rugged hills of New England to the broad prairies 
of the West. We call especial attention to the, remarkable unanimity 
with which all speak of the lightness of draft, simplicity, durability, ease 
of management, adaptability to yneven surfaces, and perfection of work 
both in mowing and reaping, exhibited by the Kirby Machine. We 
invite all who are desirous of purchasing a machine the coming season, 
to give these testimonials an attentive perusal.

TTamond, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Dec. 5, 1859. 
Watertown Ag. Works.

Gentlemen :—Your favor requesting my opinion of the Kirby Har­
vester is at hand, and in leply, I would say that as a combined ma­
chine I do not think there is its equal, and I have examined some ten 
or twelve different machines. One of my neighbors has a Manny ma­
chine on which he works three horses most of the time, and 1 think it 
is as hard work for them as it is for my team on the Kirby. I cut 75 
acres of grass and grain, and the ground was vely rough and stony, 
and all the breakage 1 had was three knives, and not hard work for my 

, team I can do a good job of mowing when they can’t work a Manny 
machine no how. Yours in haste, . J. P1CKEBT.

Duanesburgh, Schenectady Co., N. Y., Jan. I860.
Th M. Osborne & Co.—-Gents r—1 ee’iif; that I have bought a Kirby nn w 

erand reader, and have used the same on my farm and am* salified with my 
machine, and it is my choice among the machines in use.

JOHN A FERGUSON.

Stanford, Duchess Co., N. Y.., Dee. 22, 1859.
D. M OsbornE & Co — Gent •:— Having unwed one of y ur mowing tn a < lines 

for the past sea-on, 1 am induced from its einiplfehy of const ruction, lightness 
of draft, and its adaptation to smooth or uneven surfaces, to say to you bd<) the 
public, that it excels any machine 1 ever saw w’vrk. A. W. KNaPP.
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Lebanon, N. Y., Dec. 30, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—-Gents *—While examining one of Kirbys 

American Harvesters last slimmer, I became fully convinced that the 
great desideratum for farmers was attained, namely, an -easy and effec­
tive combined mower and reaper, simple in construction and easily 
changed, and am confident in the belief that had it been on exhibition 
at our annual fair last fall* it must have received the first prize.

Very respectfully yours, DANIEL B. SHAPLEY, 
President of the Madison County Agricultural Society.

Lebanon, N. Y., Jan. 29th, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents :—I have used one of Kirby’s Amer­

icans Harvesters for two harvests. Before I made a purchase of any 
machine I examined most of the various machines in use in this vicin­
ity? and being somewhat familiar with machinery, I became convinced 
that Kirby’s was the best for mowing and reaping, and Have had no oc­
casion to alter my first impression. It has proved itself very durable, 
of light draft, and easily managed on rough ground.

Yours with respect, SANFORD WHITMORE.

Smyrna, Chenango Co., N. Y., Jan. 17, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents :—I have been heretofore very |

much opposed to mowing machines, but having been convinced of their ;
utility, by your energetic agent in this vicinity, Mr. M. N. Campbell, '
I deem it but just to you as the manufacturers of Kirbyjs American ■
Harvesters, to .give a statement of its benefits to me. I paid for extra 
help to do my harvest in 1857, 4132,00; in 1858, $127,00; in 1859, |
with your combined machine, I cut over the same amount of land and 
drew all my hay and grain with a light pair of tour and five year old 
horses by paying only 836 for extra help, also reaping for my neigh- •; 
bors nearly enough to pay for that extra help. The machine is very , 
little worn, and I can see no reason why it should not last a number of 
years as good as it is after this harvest.

I am very truly yours, A. R. GRITMAN. si

Genoa, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Jan. 18, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—-Gents :—We purchased one of you com­

bined reapers and mowers last season, and used it on our farm. We per­
formed the work full as well as we expected, and in lightnos of draft, 
freedom from side draft, and from bearing on the horses necks, and in 
facility for raising and lowering the finger bar, it is far superior to any J 
other harvester we know of, and we feel perfect confidence in recom- ’ * 
mending it to farmers in want of a combined mower and reaper.

RALSAMON SHELDON,
J. P. SHANGLE,
F. H. SHANGLE. :
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Buttler, Wayne Co. N. Y., Sept. 5, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co—Gents:—-I can say after using Kirby’s machine that I 

am much pleased withit; it more than meets my expectations. As I depend 
entirely upon hired help, my haying and harvesting has been quite a task.— 
I commence gathering my hands, then tug land toil with the ciadle and 
scythe through the season. Perplexities arising from many hands and 
bad weather, is almost entirely obviated in the Kirby machine.

There was a trial in an adjoining lot of clover of Kirby’s and Manny’s ma­
chine; it was lodged and. badly tangled, and stony at that. Not being able to 
see the trial, After the Idt was'cleared, I went to examine t he stubble. The 
Kirby machine did its work far superior to the Manny machine. Where the 
Manny would slide over, or just take off the heads of the clover, the Kirby 
cut it clean and close to the ground. I purchased a Kirby machine. I think' 
it money well invested, for I dispensed with all my extrahands, I cut my wheat 
that was badly lodged better than it could be cut with a cradle. Barley that was 
badly crinckled it took clean, and oats it cut in superior order. I mowed 
clover and timothy very badly lodged and tangled. I mowed one piece on 
rough surface where they refused to attempt to work the Manny machine.— 
This machine worked perfectly satisfactory. I worked with a light team. I 
think they will work the machine as easy as to harrow all day It works easy, 
does the work well, and is just what every farmer wants. I think it the best 
machine made. In conclusion, I did the same amount ot work with one third 
the cost, in better order, and in better season than ever before.

MARSALL HIBBARD.

Canajoharie, March 6, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co—Gents:—Having attended various trials ot mowing 

machines whenever such opportunities occured, and having for five years used 
a Manny machine myself, I can without the slightest hesitation, recommend 
the Kirby as every way worthy the purchase of every farmer. Its simplicity, 
ease of government, adaptability to the unevenness of the 'ground, durability, 
lightness of draft and price cornmend it above all others I have seen in the 
market. In June last I attended a trial of all the prominent Machines offered 
to the public, including, of course, the Buckeye; Wood’s, Ketchum’s Improved, 
and others, and I express the general conviction of the practical portion of the 
spectators when I say, it did the beet work in the quickest time, and with the 
least cost of draft of any machine on the ground. As a reaper it is the most 
easy and expeditious I have seen work The adjustability of the knives to the 
slow motion, just as good in cutting grain, as a fast motion, and increasing still 
further the ease of draft, puts it, we believe, above any rival. It is in fact the 
best mower we have seen, and reaps as good as it mows. JAMES A IT KELL

Stanford, Duchess Co., N. Y., Dec. 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—The Kirby mower that 1 purchased from you 

has given entire satisfaction. Its good qualities over numerous other machines 
with which I am acquainted, are: Its lightness of draft, when set so that the 
weight of the machine resting upon the wheels, the finger ba;’ does not strike 
the ground. With the pin in the bottom hole, I cut on very smooth bottom. 
In the second, on ordinary meadows, and in the third from the bottom, on very 
stony or uneven surfaces.

2. Its perfect adaptation to clover, a peculiarity, the benefit of which, I 
think every farmer upon trial, will be ready to admit.

8. It cannot be broken, with the exception of knives upon bottom where 
there is small stones. I have mowed ^0 acres the past season, all with oxen 
20 of which was stony and uneven, without a breaker hinderance of any kind 
except re placing a knife, when a small stone happened to break one. There is 

I no side draft, and being all iron, it will not warp, and is consequently every 
day the same. I give it my decided preference. EDSON CARL.
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New Town, N. J., April 13, I860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I take pleasure in saying that I have used one 

of your Kirby Mowers and Reapers for two years, and find it to be the best 
combined machine that I ever saw in operation. I have cut over some four 
hundred acres, and in no instance has it failed to cut every thipg that it has been 
tested in. Some paitof the ground was very rough, and some very low mea­
dows and giown up with hassicks and bogs, &c., but the little Kirby machine 
was just the one to pass through it with a certainty. The independent motion 
of the drive wheel is such that it works over uneven surfaces better than any 
other machine can possibly do that has a stationary or jointed cutting bar. I 
have used Manny’s and Dunham & Staat’s machines, and neither one suited me, 
as the draft was too much for my team, and did not do the work as good in 
mowing nor in reaping as the Kirby. The Kirby is a light machine, light in 
draft, and less liable to get out of order than many others are. Some others, 
who have a cumbersome machine to sell, cry out that the Kirby is too light to 
stick to the ground, and must slip in heavy grass, which is all stuff: as I can 
assure you that in no case has it been but what the Kirby was successful with 
me, and under all circumstances triumphant, and no such thing as fail when 
needed. 1 feel cheerful in saying that you have, in my estimation, the only 
good and easy combined machine that is in use, in our section at least.

Yours, very respectfully, J. RANDOLPH CUBBERLY.

Lawrenceville, N. J., April 13, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—We, the undersigned, each purchased the 

Kirby machine last year from One of your agents, and take pleasure in Saying 
that we were successful with them in both reaping and mowing. We have used 
several other kinds and find it easy to decide in favor of the Kirby machine. It 
is a light machine, though made strong a< d durable, cutting every kind of 
lodged grass with much ease—not only easily cut but well cut. We have cut 
full one hundred acres of grain and grass, which is a faintest. For reaping we 
consider i far ahead of Manny’s, and much better and more convenient to de­
liver the grain from. For cutting over uneven surface the Kirby has got the 
advantage over all others that we have seen, as the drive wheel is independent 
in its mot ion in crossing over dead furrows or over ridges, al ways leaving the 
cutting bar to act to the surface in the furrow and to raise free over the ridges 
without cutting in the ground, as all other stationary machines must do.

Yours, very truly, HENRY D. PHILLIPS.
Rf B. PHILLIPS.

• . Lawrenceville, N. J., April 14, 1860.
Messrs!) M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—-The Kerby machine that I purchased 

two years ago I have thoroughly tested, both in mowing and reaping. I con 
aider it superior to any other that 1 have seen or used. I have used one of 
Dunham Jr Staat’s machines, and find that the Kirby machine is lighter draft 
and more convenient to get the grain from the platform. A more durable ma­
chine could r ot be made for the weight of it. I have worked it over the farm 
for two years, and the cost of repairs has been fifty’cents. I consider it a very 
dural le machine, and would recommend to all who want a combined machine 
to get the Kirby. Yours, &c, - BENJAMIN JOHNSON.

Lawrenceville, N. J., April 13, 1860.
This is to certify that I have used one of Kirby’s machines as a mower for the 

past two years, and from its lightness of draft, simplicity and durability, I con­
sider mine one of the best machines now in market. Mine has not cost me, 
since using it, one single penny, and I have cut over a considerable more than 
one hundred acres of ground, through grass that Manny’s and Ketchum’s ma­
chines would not cut, upon trial. JOHN F. PHILLIPS.
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Hamilton Square, Mercer Co., N. J.
D. M Osborne & Co—Gents:—I purchased one of the. Kirby Mowers and 

Reapers from one of your agents last year, and must say it.did its work to my 
entire satisfaction. 1 used it in both mowing and naming; cutting some thirty 
acres. I have used other kinds, but never used one that worked as easy for 
myse f and team as the Karby one has. We find it has no side draft, and re­
quires but a slow team to work it. My opinion is that a common pair of oxen 
would work it well, as the stroke can be regulated to any desired motjop given, 
either by a fast or sio v team. Yours, <fcc., JOHN H. CUBBERLY.

Sharon, Schoharie Co., N. Y., Dec. 12, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents: -From what I have seen of the American Har 

vester it comes nearer to the tiling we farmers want, than any thing that I have 
known in the shape of a combined machine. 1 have used a mower for the last 
three years, and think I ought to know a good working machine from a poor 
one. The Kirby as a mower, stands ahead of all I have seen work. Any man 
locking at its work, the simplicity of its construction, strength and durability, 
and the lightness of the machine, ike ease with which it is worked by both 
man and beast and also its peculiar ad a tation to unevenness of ground, mu-t like 
it; while for reaping and topping Timothy and clover seed, it works to a charm, 
I would say-to all wishing a machine, try one of Kirby’s American Harvesters 
before purchasing any other. Truly yours, ISAAC LOUCKS.

Carlisle, Schcharie Co., N. Y., Deo. 6, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co. —Gents:—The Kirby .mowing machine I purchased 

of you Hast season, I used in light and heavy, dry .and wet grass, and it work 
ed to my entire satisfaction, being as easy work for my team as plowing stub­
ble land. I went to see my neighbor who had bought the combined machine 
of you; and it worked to well, that I asked him to let me use his reaping at­
tachment to cut my grain. I gdt it and it worked beautifully. I wart a reap­
ing attachment; it is the best machine in the market, to my notion I recom­
mend all to try it, who have no machine. Truly yours, DAVID P. BROWN.

Argusville, Schoharie CoM N. Y., Dec 13, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I purchased one of Kirby’s American Har­

vesters of you last season, and tried it in both grain and grass. It works well 
—is simple, durable, and of very easy draft. J also tried the Buckeye, and 
hitched from one to the Other. The Kirby being the lightest draft, I can rec­
ommend the Kirby American Harvester to all desirous of getting a machine 
not only as a mower, but as a reaper, a perfect comb feed machine.

Yours, &c., JNO. HYNEY, Jr.

Stockport, Columbia. Co.,. N. Y., Oct. 8, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—After attending two trials of Machines, we 

became satisfied that the Kirby machine was the best we ever sa w. We imme­
diately bought one of your agent in this county, and h^ worked not only well* 
but to our entire satisfaction. We each of us own farms* and it has done all 
the reaping and mowing for both of us, and w.e have paid six cents for repairs.

Yours truly, ROBERT CHITTENDEN,
ABM. BURGERT.

AV e attended the trials mentioned above, and each of us.bought a Kirby ma 
chine of D. M. Osborne A Co’s, agent, in said county, and we add our testimo­
ny to that of Messrs. Chittenden & Burgert. JOHN SMITH,

CYRUS B. NASH. 
RICHARD STEYER.
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Glenville, Schenectady Co., N. Y.. Sept 26, 1859.
Gentlemen :—I have used one of Kirby’s American Harvesters two 

seasons, and arfi perfectly satisfied that in respect to durability, light­
ness of draft, ease of management and quality of work, it is surpassed 
by no other machine with which I am acquainted, either as a mower or 
reaper, and there are a number of different machines in the neighbor­
hood. I have used it on both smooth and rough grouhd, and am sat- 

i isfied there is no machine before the public which, for ligh ness of draft 
—amount 6f work, and ability to keep the surface of the ground, 
through ditches, and over stones, free from side draft, comfortable po- 
si ion for the driver and raker, workmanlike manner in which the grass 
and grain are cut and laid, and durability, all considered, combine so 
many advantages as this machine, therefore, I cheerfully recommend 
it above all others, to any farmer who wishes a machine.

Yours, DANIEL KNAPP. 
To D. M. Osborne & Co.

Ghent, Columbia Co., N. Y., Sept. 4, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—<Dear Sirs:—[ have worn out two Ketch­

am machines in six years. The past season I used one of your Kirby 
mowers, bought of your agent, P. Phillip, and I am satisfied that in 
many respects it is the best machine I ever saw. I have cut grass 
with it at the rate of twenty acres per day. It is easily managed, is 
light of draft, is strong and durable. I have not paid one cent for re­
pairs, and my machine, with the exception of a little wear of the 
knives, is as good as the day I bought it.

Yours truly, NORMAN VAN BRAMEE.

Germantown, Columbia Co., N. Y., Dec. 23 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co,—Gents:—Permit me to give my experience and opin­

ion of your Combined Mowing and Reaping Machine, one of which J used on 
my farm during last haying and harvesting. I had before used one of Ketch 
um s .Mowing Machines tor three years, and one of Manny’s Mowers and Reap­
ers one year, neither of which worked to my satisfaction. But by your rec- 
ommendation I was induced to try one of Kirby’s Combined Mower and Reap­
ers, which I at first took upon trial, and afterward purchased; and I do not 
hesitate to give my testimony in favor of Kirby’s machine, which not only 
worked better and easier than either of the others, but it done its work better 
and is of lighter draft, more durable and less likely to get out of order, I 
therefore take great pleasure in recommending Kirby’s combined Mower and 
Reaper to the public, as the best machine now in use. PHILLIP HOVER.

Sharon, Schoharie Go, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1859.
D. M. Osborne <fc Co.—-Gents:—This is to certify that I got your agent, Mr. 

John S. Pindar, last season to cut a piece of grass for me. I wanted to sow 
buckwheat on the ground, the grass being so fine and thick that it was impos­
sible to plow it decently. He commenced cutting while the grass was wet, 
with my team, they had never been before a mowing machine. The machine 
worked first ^ate, cutting it much eloser than I could with the scythe, and with 
out clogging, .nd much easier for my team than to plow. I should say the ma­
chine looks like a very durable one, and is very simple.

Sincerely yours, WILLIAM BERGH.
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Arcadia/ Wayne Co., N. Y., Jan. 14, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.'—Gents :—The undersigned purchased of 

your agents, J. E. & B. Greene, in the fall of 1858, one of Kirby’s 
reapers and mowers, and hesitate not to say that it has fulfilled my ex­
pectations, an4 I give it a decided preference over other machines; 
have been called upon to cut grain and grass where the owners of oth­
er machines were discharged. I cut for my son a piece of wheat bad­
ly lodged, on side hill and did good work. A neighbor employed one 
of Manny’s machines in his wheat on smoother land, not so stout, and dis­
charged it for bad work. I have worked for neighbors with satisfac­
tion, when others had been discharged. WILLIAM YOUNGS.

Antwerp, Jeff. Co., N. Y., Dec. 13, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents :—By request of your agent at Wa­

tertown, I was induced to become an agent in the town of Antwerp for 
the sale of the Kirby machine, and alter giving it a thorough trial I 
have no hesitation in saying that I consider it the best combined ma­
chine I ever used. I cut ten acres of wheat in ten hours, with my son 
to drive it, who is in his twelfth year, and laid it in gavils in good 
shape to bind. It works easy for a team, and is a perfect made ma­
chine. I was not to, one cent expense while I used it. Furthermore, 
the Dewalf machine was supposed to be a good combined machine, but 
in a piece of oats that the Dewalf would not work, and left the field, I 
followed them in and cut them to the entire satisfaction of the gentle­
man, Mr. Beaman, who owns the lot. Therefore, it being well made, 
of easy draft, and with a flexible cutter bar which adapts itself to all 
uneven surfaces, it cannot but commend itself to all.

Yours truly, JESSE E. WILLIS.
• • . ■ - ) ' • io uo

2H' ' 1 -. Mu. - ■ rj . ■ 1 ” •
Litchfield, Herkimer Co., N. Y., Dec. 10, 1859.

D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents :—I have used one of Kirby’s ma­
chines, the last two seasons, am well pleaded with it and ean recommend 
jt very highly. My horses are light, weighing only 1900, actual 
weight, and they -worked it as easy as a plough, and it works equally 
well in any kind of grass. I have mowed in a light grass on wet 
ground and it cuts better than could be done with a scythe by hand. I 
have worked rny horses on a Ketchum’s and Manny’s, and think it 
works one-third easier than either of them. The flexible joint, which 
no other machine I have seen has, makes it work admirably on rough 
ground, it is also very durable, being all iron, except pole and seat. 
We have also used it as a Harvester, and as such it gives perfect satis­
faction. A piece of Black Sea Wheat all blown down, we cut clearer 
and better than we could any other way. ri .«i«^ J^h Kiiew
•m trU v" ^^« I Yours truly, J. IL MATTESON. 5

300 ^T: F. MATTESON?114*
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Mountain Home, Otisco. Onon. Co. N. Y. Dec. 26, 1859.
I). M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—In reply to your request, for 

my opinion of the Kirby’s Mower and Reaper, purchased of you last 
August, 1 am free to say, I have been greatly disappointed in the 
working of the machine. My objections to it, (which arose more from 
prej dice than anything else,) are entirely obviated, and I am forced to 
admit, after full and fair trial, and caretui observation, the superiority 
of the Kirby machine in every particular. I have cut all sorts and 
kinds cr grass, and found it impossible to clog it, when the knives are 
kept sharp. I am greatly pleased with its lightness of draft, its per­
fect adjustability, allowing no weight on the hordes’ necks; it has no 
side draft, is very light and compact, strongly built, not liable to get 
out of order, and the independent action of the cutter bar, gives it 
many and great advantages over any other machine now in use I 
found no trouble in cutting from ten to twelve a< res per day. The low 
price of your machine, among its many other good qualities induce me 
to recommend my brother farmers to try a Kirby machine before pur­
chasing any other. Yours truly, JACOB P. CLARK,

Sodus, Wayne Co., N. Y., Jan. 14, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—We purchased the last season of 

your agents, J. E. & B. Greene, one of Kirby’ combined machines, 
are well pleased with our bargain. It is a self-adjusting machine to un­
even surfaces, have been present at trials with other machines, and 
could divine the reason why it cut closer, to be as above stated. The 
lightness of draft is an important item, in which it excels ; the freedom 
from side draft, and in fact all the excellencies which render a machine 
desirable are combined in Kirby’s. H. T. DENISON,
/bo I ’ BEEBE B. DENISON

. . l i --------- HORACE DENISON.
Amsterdam, Montgomery Co, N. Y., Jan. 13, 1860.

D. M. Osborne & Co. —Gents :—I send you the names of the buy • 
ers and users of Kirby's machine. S. J. Luke, of Florida, Montgome? 
ry county—-“It mows and reaps well.” John M. Phillips bought one— 
“ the machine mow s and reaps the best of any in use. I used a team of 
three years old colts, for mowing, and they worked, it with all ease.” 
Luke Phillips reaped forty-five bushels sowing of oats in eleven hours, 
and had never used a machine before of any kind, and after he got used 
to the machine, he thinks that he could do it in much less time. E. 
Lockwood says, “lam well pleased with the reaping of Kirby, the ra­
king is very easy ; one person can rake off the machine all day in the 
heaviest oats; would rather do it than rake or bind,” Lewis Phillips 
says: “ I would rather rake off the Kirby than drive the team. I think 
it the best machine in use.” Daniel.Martin “thinks Kirbys the best 
mower of any in use, and the lightest draft machine in use.” Samuel 
Lewis says “ the Kirby machineis the best reaper in tangled grain.” J. 
J. Bassett of Amsterdam—“ the best mower in use.” W. A. Milmine, 
of Florida—“ I reaped a piece of wheat with Kirby’s machine ; in reap­
ing it exceeds all others in use.” Yours, &c., W. H. JACKSON.
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Washington, Dutchess Co., N Y., Dec. 31, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.:—Gentlemen :—Having purchased a Kirby 

machine during the last summer, of Trowbridge, and Wilkinson, I 
have  with entire satisfaction. Its particular points of superi­
ority are lightness of draft, combined with strength and durability, and 
the independent action of the driving wheel and cutter bar gives it, in 
my opinion an entire superiority over all others for rough and uneven 
surfaces. Yours truly, SMITH 11. THORN.

used.it

t Clinton, Dutchess Co., N. Y., Dec. 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—1 have used one of your com- 1 

bined American Harvesters the past season on nearly all kinds of 
ground and in grain very heavy and very light, and 1 find it works 
well anywhere In rough meadows it works admirably, passing in and 
out of holes with perfect ease. As a harvester it cut as heavy rye as 
I ever saw grow, and left it in very good gavils for binding. The draft 
is light and our horses are never fretted by side draft, so that although ; 
I have seen many machines work, yet for all kinds of grain and grass, j 
and for all kinds of ground, I would give your Kirby machine the I 
preference. DE WITT WEBB.

—Fishkill, Dutchess Co., N. Y., Jan. 1, 1860.
D. M. Osborne A Co.—Gents :—The Kirby Machine I bought of 

your agent at Poughkeepsie, works to a charm, it suits me exactly.— 
As a mower, 1 found the draft light, very easy for two horses, there is 
no weight on the necks of the horses, and very little side draft. I can 
mow an acre of grass an hour with ease. For simplicity, durability 
and strength, the machine is superior to any I ever saw. 1 cut twenty 
five acres grass over smooth, rough and uneven ground, and it travels 
over small ditches without any difficulty. THe independent action of 
the finger bar, I consider a decided improvement; it makes the ma­
chine better adapted to rough, uneven ground. Keep the knives sharp 
and there will be no difficulty ip mowing any kind of grass, either 
coarse or fine. I consider the Kirby machine preferable to any other 
I have seen, and would cheerfully recommend it to any‘that need one.

Yours &c., SYLVESTER TOWNSEND.

Kinderhook, Columbia Co., N. Y., Oct. 1, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Dear Sirs:—I am manager of Ex Presi­

dent Martin Van Buren’s farm, on which he resides, known as Linden­
wold. The farm lies along the Kinderhook Creek, and a large portion 
of the meadows were flooded a short time before harvest. I first tried 
the Manny machine, then the Jerome machine, and both failed to do 
the work, particularly in the flooded grass. I then, after examining a 
number of other machines, requested your agent to bring a Kirby ma­
chine on the ground, he did so, and it has worked throughout to my en­
tire satisfaction. Yours truly, ISAAC COLLINS.

used.it
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Canajoharie, Dec. 31, 1859.
B.&A.Smith.—Gents:—lam much pleasei with the Kirby mowing and reaping machine, 

thar I bought of vou t ie last harvest I have used it both ss tm wer and reaper, an । am ph as- 
e ’ wi b t in both eapadt es. I think it well adapted for h 11 as w 1 a< level i.aud. I rjnp^l my 
Rve<m a very steep si dp h 11. without di faculty, and beth r than iuould have been done vi ha c a- 
dle. I c »uld not be indued to exchange tor any other machine that ! tiave seen I think it as 
vaMaM ‘ for r aning .s mowing. 1 have saved in harvest labor tuis teison, ab mt <me ha f the 
cost of the machine. Yours, &c., N. SLINGERLAND.

Canajoharie, ^eb. 21, 1860.
Messrs B & A. Smith.—Gents :—J have used veur Kiibv Amer can Harv s er the past sm- 

so । w th e' tire sati la tion, boih as a mower and reaper. I have u lo lye clover a^ouad the 
piece, cutt ng it the way it was lodged snorterstable than my neighb rs di<l with h * Hollenbeck 
m c uno, cutting a rainst the lodge. I am satisfied I did much bet er work than I could h ve do- e 
wi h ti e scythe or any other machine that I have ^ed. As a reaper, I do not ti ink it has an 
eq • I ; it re -p- perfectly, catting ail of the grain and delivery g it *o it will dry about as we 1 as 
from the erad e I am sitisfl d a farmer will save enough w th it from bis farm in one ye r, 
mor© than he coul I wit h the cradle, to pav the price of t, e reaper attachment. Its independent 
action of the d<iving wheel, allowing it tn be in a deed furrow, and passi g over o’ stHcHons 
without in er er>'g wjyt tpe cutter- nr, so it cuts a uni orm bight of sru 1 ,i ag ear supei unity 
over all other m chines I have knowledge of. In lightness of draft, at <1 fr^ness of side d > ft it has 
n<» ■ qnal, and he per ect control the driver in his seat has ov»t the m tel i >e makes it the most de­
sirable in ic ine in the market; and I can cheerfully recommend my friends in want of a " ac io, 
to b ly the Kirby American Harvester, and to buy the com ined m> c1 i e; fora'armer is short- 
s’ghied, to buy a machine that will do but half of his work, when for a litt'e ‘-xtm, he o-n get one to 
du all. ' EDWIN WILLIAMS.

Minden, Montgomery Co. N. Y., Jan. 24, 1860.
Messrs B & A, Smith.—Gents:—The Kirbv AmericanjHarvester that I bought of you this 

se son, na4 given nv entire saiisfacti >p. I con. Merit by far ti e be t machine ’n usein tbissec- 
tion, a d I m fami i r w th mostof the prominent Machines. I have u>ed K tchum machine 
for s:x ye. rs, and * 11 it this summer. I redd'd to try the Kirby, because I co aider it by much 
the b^st machine in lightness of draft and its adaption to uneven s irf u es. I know of no machine 
that wi 1 in any wav eq ial it. It works perfectly as a reaper. I reape I all my grain with it. I 
w >ul<l iecommend ic usfullvfor reaping as mowing. I am ataloss to understand whv af^mer 
will boy a rnaebt « that w 11 mow only when he can get on * that will do Ue whole work. 
You have but to get a f rmtr to try the Kirby, a’d he is sure to buy it.

Yours respec fu lv. H. O. S ANDERS.
The und rdg ied, having used Mr. Sanders Kirby machine, >ndseen it atwo.k jo n with 

him in reComm n ling it to the public as a very perfect and desirable machii e, and wou d say 
that it is far ahead as a mower and reaper to any other machine in this section.

JA< OB S \NDERS, 
S. F. SMITH,

Jan. 24,1860. JA OB P. BELLINGER.

Canajoharie, Montg mery Co, N. Y., Dec. 7, 1859s
Messrs. B. & A. Smith.—Gents :—Ihweused y our Kirny American Harvester the past ?ea- 

8on wi h much sMis action. 1 cut my gr as with it and reaped mv oats. I woul i cheerfully 
reco > mend it to my friends as a very perfect and succi ssful working machine ; the independent • 
action oi the driving-wheel and the cutting-bar, peculiarly sdapt it to uneven land.

I am vours truly, &c., GEORGE GeORTNER.

Depauville, Jeff. Co., N. Y., Dec. 12. 1859. 
Watertown Ag. Works.

Gentlemen:—Your letter of the 25th ult., asking my opinion of the 
Kirby machine has been duly received. In reply, I would say that I 
cut about 45 acres of grass and about 15 acres of grain with the one I 
purchased of you this season, and it worked both as a mower and reap­
er to my entire satisfaction in every particular, except the knives, wnich 
appeared to break from being loo highly tempered, or from some other 
cause. The Kirby is of lighter draft, and better adapted to uneven 
surfaces than any other Machine with which I am acquainted.

I would recommendthose who want a perfect combined machine, 
and one that will perform its work well, and .w*th great ease to the 
horses, to purchase one of them. I would also add, that being made 
almost entirely of iron, it is very durable, and not liable to be effected 
by the weather. Yours, &c., JOHN 0. SPENCER.



KEEP YOUR KNIVES SHARP.

Speakers Basin, Montgomery Co., N. Y., Jan. 23, 1860.
Messrs B. & A Smith.—Gents:—The Ki by American Harvester that I bought of you the 

gave mu h ’aii^faciinn. I rut ab >ut eighty acre* of grass with it, much be1 ter than 
a ■ v$ been done with a scythe, and at much less cost. I think it a very easy working ma­

chine, and better adapted for uneven land than any other machine. It is simp e and durable, 
ana I can cheerfully recommend it to every farmer that wan’s a machine

Yours, &c„ JOHN A. MITCHELL.
I h ’ye seen Mr. Mitchell use his Kirby mowing machine, and have used it on mv f <rm ar d I 

fully join him in recommending it to the public as a verv perfect machine. It is fur ahead of any 
other machine that I know of—too much cannot be said in recommendation of it.

Yours tru y, ALBERT H. OLMSTED.

Maple Town, Montgomery Co., N. Y., Dec. 22,1559.
Messrs. B. & A. Smith.—Gents:-—I wish to add my word to the manv good opinions you 

have of me Kirby Harvester. Iwas much pleased vihitas a mower and ihink ir better ad­
apted to uneven surface’ than any other machine that I am familiar with? and for reaping, it is 
much superior io the cr die, doing cleaner work, gathering more grain from the same 1 md and 
with m nrh less 1 bor. The raking Iron# the machine is comparatively easy work; a boy 18 
years o d did all the raking this season. The machine has saved me a consider b’e sum in the 
way of harvest this season. Respectfully Yours, DANIEL EHLE.

Palatine Bridge, Dec. 16,1859.
Messrs. B. A A. Smith.—Gents:—I bava used and seen used nearly every kind of mowing 

machine that is in ush in this conntv, and it is with much satisfaction that I recomnu nd to my 
friends your Kirhf American Harvester. It is much easier draft, more free from si le draft, un­
der better control of t e driver and b iter adapted to uneven ground than any m chine that I 
have ever hitched mv te m to. The indepen lent action of the cutter-bar permitting t‘ e driv- 
ing-wl eel to run in a dead furrow and yet cut a level swarth, and the convenient use of the lev­
er by which the cntUr-bar c n bo raised over large stones and stumi s, permits this mac ine to 
be used upon 1 nd that, no ether one would work upon. You can recommend the machine to 
your friends with perfect confluence. Il cannotfail to suit any man that want’ a madme

Yours truly, ALVA FULLER.

Flat Crrek, Feb. 28, 1860.
Messrs B & A. Smith —:—The Kirby American Harvester that I bought of j on last summer, 

pleased me very much. I think it the best machine in use thatl know of, and for rough or un­
even surfaces. it is altogef er ahead of any other mo ving machine; it works ver hahd^on elv as a 
reapt r, cleaning the ground much belter than can b 5 done with a cradle. 1 think more gain can 
begAihwed from the s me number of acres with ti.is machine, ih yi can begtthemd withacra- 
d’e. If thi* le ter will do yon any good, yon ire r< e to use it as I have no het-Ratio# in recom­
mending the Kirby to the public as a very fine working machine

I am truly your friena, PETER C, VAN SCHAICK.

Speakers Basin, Montgomery Co,, N. Y.,Dec. 12, 1859.
Messrs. B. & A. Smith.—Gents :—The Kirby reaper and mower we bought of you he past sea­

son. or ved entirely sat’ttaot ry. Our land not being fully prepared tor a m u hin . we feared 
we should not be abl - to u e it to advantage in this we were agreeably ui’appointed, it is so con- 
strutted that it wmk*as we I in tough assnu olh larfd. We have no difficulty w.th it antwh re. 
We reaped ab ut one hundred and foity bushels sowing of grain with it ; it < id the work w 11, 
much bet*ei than could b) done with a cradle-, it is raked with ease, and the gavels aie deb’v r- 
ed entir ly out of the wav and in g rod order. A man that has an ordinary s zed train -arm. with 
this machine save the c »st of the reaping attachment in one harvest in the additional grain he 
will obtain from the land, the machine pickhgupthe grain so much cleaner than tire cialle. 
We wou’d fu ly recommen ’ the Kirby American Harvester to our friends We think we have 
save I more than half he cost of Ue machine in the one harvest in hired labor—besides the troub­
le and expense of boarding a large lot of men for several weeks.

Yours ti uly, JOHN L. LIPE,
EPHRAIM lIPE.

Canajoharie. Dec. 3D. 1859.
Messrs.B. & A. Smith—Gents:—Knowing the great reputation that your Kirbv American 

Harvester had obtained in th’s section as a mower. I ran no lisk in buying it a’ I did after I had 
finished mv bay harvest the past season. If tproved as good a reaper as recomm nded, I knew 
that I would have ti e best'machine that is in use in this section. I fou' d vour reaper all that 
could be desired. I commenced reaping as you know oa s on a new piece of land in which was a 
steep stde hill and all verv rough and uneven. It worked with perfect satisfaction. I cut all 
my grain v ith if, and think I saved money by the use of the machine, not only in la­
bor. । ut it gathered the grain from the land much cleaner thin could be«done ny the cradle- In 
sei Ing my Ketchum machine for fifty dollars, and buying the Kiiby, I made a first rat-trade. 
Knowing as I do now the value of a reaper ana mower, I would not have a machine that would 
not do both. You can recommend these machines fully as reapers—they am a perfect -uc^esa.

Yours, &c., HORATIO NELLIS.
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Litchfield, Herkimer Co, N. Y., Nov. 30, 3859.
D M Osborne & Co.—Gents:—1 can speak highly in favor of the Kirby 

machine. I ihink it the best machine now in use, the best adapted to all kinds 
of ground, owing to the flexible joint, it possesses advantages over any other 
now in use. I find that the driving wheel may be run over a knoll, or in a hoL 
low, and it will not raise the cutter bar, nor crowd it heavily on the ground, as 
many others do. I have u/ed one of your machines two years to cat some fifty 
acres of grass each year, and have not paid out one shilling for repairs.

E. B. FULLER.

New Berlin, Chenango Co., N. Y., Dec. 14, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—The undersigned having seen and used Kir­

by’s mowing machine, and Little Buffalo Harvester, would most earnestly rec­
ommend its use by farmers generally, believing it as good, if not the best ma­
chine in use, as well as the most durable.

ORIN FIELD, SAMUEL WHITE.
H. PHELPS, E. H. CADY.

Clermont, Columbia Co., N. Y., Dec. 9, 1859.
D. M Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I take pleasure in adding my testimony in 

favor uf the Kirby mower, having taken one on trial this season, it more than 
satisfied my expectations. I have given it thorough trial and taken pains to 
compare it with others, and in my opinion there are none that can equal it; the 
principle of its construction combines simplicity and durability. The draft is 
very light compared with other machines, and its durability surpasses anything 
of the kind. ROBERT WASHBURN.

Aurelius, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Dec. 21, 1859.
D M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I bought of your agent this season, one of 

Kirby’s mowers and reapers. I cut about one hundred acres of grass, wheat, 
oats and barley. It performed to my entire satisfaction in all places. It runs 
light, is very durable and easily managed by two horses, and the labor for the 
operator very easy. My team was quite light, and they could draw it all.day 
with ease. I think it the best machine I. have seen. It costs not © 
P"™- I). M. CULVER. *

Glen, Montgomery Co., N. Y., Feb. 28, 1850.
Messrs. B. & A Smith—Gents:—It is with pleasure that I inform you of ihe success bl 

working of the Kirby American Harve ter that 1 bought of you in July latt. I have badno 
trouble with it in any way, except soon after I got the machine, when I attempted to cut grass 
without, sharpening the knives; this misb ke was soon rectified, and then all was right. I have 
seen most oi the d fferent machines at work that are in use in this county; I think mine far su- 
pernrto either; I could not be induced to change. I had a Buckeye in the same field with 
the K rby and changed my team from the one to the other; the difference in the two machines 
was very great Yours truly, BENJAMIN MOUNT.

Currytown, Montgomery Co., N. Y., Dec 5,1859.
Messrs.B. & A. Smith.—Gents:- The Kirby American Harvester I bought of you this sea­

son, works to my entire satisfaction. I have cut over mere than oue hundrdd acres of meadow. 
Myse f and hired man with this machine, have gathered the crop from a farm of two hundred 
and twenty-eight acres this serson without hirein* a day of extra labor ; former years I h; ve 
had t > pay out a large sum for labor in harvest. My neighbors have the Manny & Buckeye in 
use. I think my machine much better than either. I think is superiority is in its ease of draft 
and adaptation to uneven surfaces. I am sati-fiod that I gathered several tons more hay thaa I 
could h tve dune with either the Buckeye or Manny.

Yours truly, CONRAD HOESE.

Canajoharie, Feb. 28,1860.
B. & A. Smith.—Gents:—The Kirby mowing machine that I bought of you in the summer of 

1858 h is d >ne mi good work, and t am much pleas d with it. It works well on rough land, is 
verv s roig and works much easier t an any machinein my neighborhood, is easy draft and free 
from side draft. 1 would fully recommend it to my friends as a good machine, and just the 
hihg to bUit them. Yours truly, JAMES Mo EWEN.
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Seward. Schoharie Co, N. Y., Dec 13, 1859.
D. M Osborne & Co.—Gents:—The Kirby American Harvester 1 purchased 

of you last season, works to my entire satisfaction in both mowing and reap­
ing; it works first rate and does nut fall short of its recommend ; t stands 
ahead of all other machines in this vicinity. I would not be without one if I 
could not get another. Yours, ISAAC KARKER.

Sharon, Schoharie Co., N. Y., Dec. 22, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I purchased a Kirby machine of you Iasi rea­

son and I am well pleased with its work; it is light of dia<t, adapts itself to 
uneven surfaces, and works as well reaping as mowing; it is very simple in its 
constructs<>n, durable and easily managed. I generally cut from sixty to one 
hundred loads of hay, which has cost me, on an average, one dollar per load. 
This season, by usin your machine, I have paid out oniy eleven dollars, and I 
find it a good investment I witnessed the working of quite a number of ma­
chines this season, and would much rather have the Kirby.

Yours, &c., DANIEL FEATHERS.

Ghent, Columbia Co., N Y., May 2, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents :—My farm is principally a grain farm, and I 

bought-one of your harvesters, (Kirby’s Patent) of your agent, in tins county, 
* to use as a i eaper, ami I can say that it works well. I have cut Ry e and Oats.

I can cut from twelve to twenty acres per day, and do it much better than can 
be done with a cradle. It leaves the grain in good condition for binding. A 
man can bind nearly twice the quantity he could if cut with a crad e. It is 
quickly and easily converted into a mower, and 1 have cut grass over both 
rough and soft bottom successfully. Respectfully yours

L JOHN E. NEW.

East Genoa, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Dec. 20. 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—Last summer I took one of your Kirby ma­

chines on trial, and alter testing it with a Hubbard machine in cutting gra s, 
on my own farm, and in cut t ng grain on the farm of a neighbor. I bee une sat­
isfied that the Kirby was the best, much the best in reaping. It is the most 
convenient and has the lightest draft of any machine in u-e. Uf course, we 
keep iL JACOB SHARPSTEEN.

Middlefield, Otsego Co., N. Y., Dec. 26, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—With a view of selecting a good mown and 

reaper to assist <ne in my haying and harvesting, i attended on the 15th - 1 Ju­
ly last, the appointed t ial of machines, .under the direction of our County Ag­
ricultural Society Alter witnessing the opperation of the nine m ichines ex­
hibited at the trial, several of which weTe of the most approved patents, and 
worked admirably, I made choiee, on account of combined merits, apparent du­
rability, and adaptation to rough ground, of the Kirby machine, puichnsng of 
Mr. Robert Davis, of Cooperstown. I knew nothing^ about working a mower, 
and had never seen a reaper in operation ; but arranging the machine entirely 
from your directions on the tool box, I have successfully worked it in cutting 
fifty-five acres, of all kinds of grass, from fine, thick bottom,Xo ihe heaviest Iodg 
ed clover, and twenty four acres of very heavy oats, several acres of winch 
were badly tangled. In all situations it has performed its work with ease, U-th 
to the team and driver, and with a neatness and rapidity fully upto my most 
sanguine expectations I have never for a moment regretted my purchase, and 
1 have no doubt that if the farmers of Otsego were aware how easily jour ma- 
chiue can be operated on our rough or uneven meadows, they would very gen­
erally is ake the heedful preparations in the Spring and avail themselves of its 
use in the coming haying and harvest. Very respectfully, DELOS M. W OOD.
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^<>1 1 .? '. Y JR O rM n Genoa, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Deo. 22, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents>—Last Summer I had an opportunity ot test- 

ing-the Wheeler machine .and the Kirby machine together in my own lot, in 
cutting grass, using,m\8elf, fir-t one and then the other, to. my own satis ac­
tion. I decided on buying the Kirby machine, for the following reason?: it is 
much 1 ss complicated, more eonvehient, much lighter in weight, and draft, and 
more easily p^derstoud and managed by farmers generally, and after using it 
through the season it fully sustains my first impressions

. Yours truly, J; M. TILLOTSON’.

. , { , Beekmantown, N. Y., 1859.
D. M. Osborne <& Co.—Gents:—I have during the past season been engaged 

in the mowing machine business., I have attended mowing trials in qompany 
with other machines, and am sure that Mr. Kirby stood ahead in all cases.— 
During the ear ly pait^or naying 1 attended a trial on the farm of .Mi;. A. Hy­
de Chazy, hi company with Mr. Manny. The result of the trial was, I sold 
two machines on the ground, and two more, a day or two after.

The verdict was unanimous in our favor. There is no use talking, the ma- 
chiue can’t be beat. Yours most respectfully, N. H. GALE, Agent.

. Kast^Genoa. Cayuga Co., N. Y., Jan., I860. (
D. M. O-borne & Co.—Gents:—On testing last season one of Kirby’s Har­

vesters with other machines in our own lot, I was soon satisfied that the draft 
of it'WaSrlt^iy one third lighter than the others, and the convenience.of its ar­
rangements for raising and lowering, were far better than any '.other kind of 
machine I had ever seen ; it has done good service through the season., I now 
think it is the bft machine 1 could have bought. * GEO. MORGAN? *

Lrt JJTM^ h^V o.W ’ Aurelius, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Dec. 9th, 1859.
D. M. Osborne ACo.—Gents:—The machine I purchased of you last sum­

mer, lam happy, to say has-exceeded my expectations, it has woiked to my per- 
feet,8atisfaeU9Hf in every respe^ and under all circumstances. I have put it 
to the mo*t thorough tests in every variety, of grass and grain, and it has per­
formed its summe/s work without one cent of expense, and for,lightness of 
draft, and ease of management, it has no equal.

Yours respectfully, WM. A. TOWNSEND.

Ghent, Columbia Co., N. Y., Aug. 27, 1859.
D. M. Osborne <t Co.—Gents:—I bought one of your Kirby mowers of P. 

Phillips, yo ir a^ent in Columbia county, have Used it during the past season, 
and consider it.the best mower I ever saw in operation. It dots clos^W very 
easy for a tea ••, an ! will cut grass wet or dry. I cut over both rough and 
smooth bottom, and it will cut on soft bottom, wherever horses can wmk. I 
havendtpaid anything for repairs, andmy machine is in perfect condition.— 
I would not exchange it for any other. Yours truly,

RODOLPHES ROSSMAN.
'■4 •>• f be »ua /HrhYrpjb ,^.ihto ^'qji.a! -mj oi Tawoifi teed p&

Poughkeepsie, Duchess Co., N. Y., Deo. 13, 1859.
D. M. Osborne <k Co.—Gents:—The Kirby Mowing machine that I purchas­

ed of "you/ agents. 1'rowbfidge & Wilkin-on, last summer, I am happy to say 
fulfilled its j rota 80s in evePy respect, and I am witling to prottounBe it inferior 
to n^aP, and in its adaptability to uneven surlaees, far superior to any in use. 
Its light draft, togeih r with its durability, are among its greatest recommenda­
tions. lthi*k <be ind pendent action of the cutter, is the best improvement 
yet made on mowing machines. ’ ’ • '

Yours’ respectfully, JAMES A. SEWARD.
.,riJ04 M ,. JOfi .^Iv.,’ i»^Y *i id>aw »d4 d^w b^
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2 ?>sh ,.Y .21 ,.oO *y- * Ghent, Colombia Co.. N. Y., Nov. 1,1859.
D M OfborneA Co.—Gents:—4 bought a Kirby machine of your ’agent in 

this countv—have had it working on one of my farms during the past season, 
and aih much pleased with its operation.* I hake had other machine working 
on my other farms during this season, but prefer the Kirby to any that I own, 
or have seen. It i* strong, dnrable and works well _ _' pnp„T pv

Yours truly, EDWARD B. PUGSLEY.

Isle La Mott. Lake Champlain, N. Y., Jan. 2. 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—Last season we were induced to buy one of 

Kirby’s American Harvesters. ‘ In the hay field it worked to our entire satisfac­
tion, and as a harvester we think it far superior to any other machine.

W e take pleasure in recommending it to the attention of all brother farmers, 
felling assured that if they are in need of a mower and reaper they can do op 
better than to purchase one of Kirby’s. Sfpwi^wAii ’

f i io j n^i - CARMI HAJ^L.

Fishkill, Duchess Co., N. Y., Jan. 7, 1860.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:-We, the undersigned, take pleasure in sta­

ting’that the mower and reaper purchased of you last season by John R. Phil- 
has done its work in every place tried, in a most perfect manner, it work­

ed to the entire satisfaction of all who witnessed it, both in grass and grain, 
lodged or standing, on ground either rough or smooth, wet or dry The team 
used was very light', but they worked it with perfect ease, with the help of one 
man t gathered about thirty-five tops of hay, 200 bushels of wheat and rye, 
and ’about 700 bushels of oats, besides mowing and reaping for ™

Yours ®c., K. I hiLjLIi d,
J. B. JONES,

„>q „Y ,M„f>0 ««»■/<> ,«•> >'.:' • WM. VAN AMBURGH.

‘ Glenville, Schnectady Co., N. Y., Dec. 15, 1859.
D M Osborne & Co.—GENTfh—We purchased one of >onr Kirby’s combin­

ed machines andhave used IL Last Won we .cut fifty acres of grass, twenty 
acres of oats, thirty acres of buckwheat, with one pair of houses, and with 
three hand, went .through haying and harvesting We can rted^fcnd'lt 88 
the best reaper and mower now in use. & O. & J. V. HEDLWfL

Niskayuna, Schenectady Co., N. Y., Deo. 18, 1859.
D. M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—I purchased a Kirby Mower last season. I 

have used it, and recommend it as the best mower in use.robeson

Glenville, Schenectady Co., N. Y., Jan. 8, 1860.
D M. Osborne & Co.-Gents:—1 bad a tnal of the Buckeye and Kirby 

mower, determining to purchase the best, and bought the Kirby. I consider it 
the beet mower in u.e, for lightness of draft, d®'*^*; ’“V/M?^*11 
kinds of land ,n«W JAMES VAN VUKS1.

Marcellus, Onondaga Co., N. Y., Jan. 19 I860.
D M. Osborne & Co.—Gents:—Having used one of you* Kirby harvesters 

and given Ha fair trial, I would just say I am perfectly satined with it. 1 
tried it in clover, in timothy, oats and wheat, and it works to a charm. 1 reap­
ed mv timothy seed, and afterwards mowed the stubble tor hay, Would there* 
fore say to those that wish to buy, get one of Kirby’s machines. I never eaw 
better work done by any machine, either reaping or mowing. I am well pleas­
ed with the machine. Yours truly, ROBT. F. hORlH.



American Combined, delivered at Auburn, $130

do as Mower, “ “ 105

do do with Reel, 115

MANUFACTURED BY D. M. OSBORNE & CO.,

Corner Genesee and Mechanic Streets, Auburn, N. Y.



Kirby’s American Harvester as a Reaper.


