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GRAIN AND FFRTILIZER DRILL.

U.S. CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, 1878.

Extract from page 7 and 8 of the General Report on Drills:

After describing the different systems of feeding, they say: “The great point
of difference as to results depends upon whether the roller fills the secd-cup [like
the Farmers Friend], or only occupies a varying portion according to the quantity
of seed to be sown, and from the varying reports of the trial we unhesitatingly
pronounce in favor of those drills which have a fixed feed-roller occupying the
entire space of the feed-cup. [The Farmers Friend.]

“Then again, the quantity of seed to be sown is regulated in two ways, either
by change-wheels, causing the seed-spindle to revolve faster or slower, or by open-
ing or closing aslide-door in the seed-cups. The latter plan has an apparent ad-
vantage, namely, that the regulations can be minute and made while the machine
is in operation: whereas, with one exception (Farmers Friend Drill), change of
gear-wheels can only be done when the drill is stationary. Nevertheless, we are
firmly persuaded that the change of wheels, which is the original plan, is DECIDED-
LY THE MORE ACCURATE.

“We especially notice the FORCE FEEDarrangementin the . . FarmersFriend
Drill, the force-feed roller of which is cylindrical, with eight zigzag ribs on its sur-
face, each alternate one running in an opposite direction, being slightly concave.
The seed is forced out from both sides of the cup, and a regular, even distribution
secured. In this drill (Farmers Friend) alteration of quantity is effected by change
of wheels; but by a clever arrangement of a cluster of wheels on a cone, the wheel
can be changed by a lever handle while the machine is in motion.”

The broadest recommendation is here given to the feed of the Farmers Friend
the system of change-wheels pronounced the best, and the Farmers Friend with
~these wheels in a cone controlled by a lever undisputably ahead of all drills. c


















